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By Jessica Brodie
Despite relentless heat blanketing the southern United States 

all summer long, nearly 1,000 youth and adults dispersed among 
32 different sites across South Carolina as Salkehatchie Summer 
Service returned in full force. 

Founded in 1978 by the Rev. John Culp, Salkehatchie brings 
youth, young adult and adult volunteers together for a weeklong 
mission event to repair and rebuild homes for people in need, 
many of them living in poverty situations without the ability to 

fund the work on their own. 
This year marked Salkehatchie’s first big return since the 

pandemic and the first time many youth had the opportunity to 
participate. 

According to Kathy Hart, Salkehatchie staff member, 920 
Salkehatchie campers participated in camps that ran from June 
10 through July 29, ultimately repairing more than 80 homes for 
families in need. 

A summer of service
Salkehatchie draws 920 campers who repair 80+ homes across S.C.

Volunteers assess termite damage beneath a rotted-out floor during the Salkehatchie Santee Camp, held July 8-15. The Santee 
camp was one of 32 held this summer across the state to repair homes for people in need.

See “Salkehatchie Summer,” Page 11

Ecumenical churches 
partner for huge

 community outreach in 
downtown Charleston

By Jessica Brodie
CHARLESTON—Over and over, the Rev. 
Nathan Smalls prayed the same prayer: 
Lord, please send us some food and some 
helpers for the people in our community. 

The small church he pastors, Mount 
Carmel United Methodist, is in a downtown 
area that is both highly developed and high-
ly underserved, and many neighbors rely on 
the small food pantry, clothing closet, soup 
kitchen and other outreach activities the 
church offers.

But with limited numbers in his congre-
gation, and many of them older adults who 
have moved from the area, Mount Carmel 
simply didn’t have enough people to provide 
all the help the community needed. In his 
heart, Smalls worried he’d have no choice 
but to scale back and eventually discontinue 
their efforts. 

“I didn’t tell anyone I was praying, but I 
spent quite bit of time prayer and fasting,” 
Smalls said. “I was heartbroken.”

Then one day, he showed up to the 
church and discovered their refrigerator and 
blessing boxes were filled with food. 

Smalls was astounded—and he had no 
idea who was responsible. 

“I’d been only one doing this, and three 
times I went down there to find fresh food in 
there!” he said. “I never could catch them.” 

Finally one day he discovered his mystery 
angels in the act. He found out they were 
a group of women from the large nonde-
nominational Coastal Community Church 

‘A move 
from God’

See “Ecumenical Partners,” Page 10

By Jessica Brodie
HUGER—An effort to restore the historic 
Eccles United Methodist Church in the Fran-
cis Marion National Forest is now gaining 
community attention as organizers zero in on 
a goal.

According to Nancy Platt, Eccles mem-
ber and elementary school teacher who is 
spearheading the restoration, the work by 
Artis Preservation Contractors is expected 
to cost roughly $75,000, covering a new roof, 
timber framing and the repointing of the 
bricks on one of the foundational corners. 

“We’re focusing on the three main struc-
tural needs to make the building habitable,” 

Platt said.  
Eccles’ original building, constructed in 

1882 and tucked deep within the rural area 
northwest of Mount Pleasant, has long been 
admired for its rustic, old timey beauty. 
While churchgoers worship in an adjacent, 
modern structure, the original house of God 
stood in all its natural glory, slowly declining 
over the years because of extensive rot, heavy 
wood deterioration, weathering damage and 
some biogrowth. 

In spring 2022, a historic preservation 
class at the American College of Building 
Arts in Charleston spent the semester analyz-
ing the historic building and then producing 

a master plan with historical research, condi-
tion assessments and remediation sugges-
tions for the church. 

The class, led by Professor Christina 
Butler, recommended not over-restoring the 
building or modernizing it heavily with new 
electricity and climate control. Instead, they 
suggested the church, which is essentially 
one great piece of longleaf pine, be repaired 
as needed and preserved overall—a far less 
expensive option than complete restoration 
and modernization.  

Eccles organizers have established Eccles 

Eccles: Caring for creation through historic preservation

By Jessica Brodie
COLUMBIA—A decade ago, the Children’s Defense Fund Freedom 
School was a fledgling experiment at Francis Burns United Methodist 
Church. 

Organizers hoped to strengthen literacy in a new and different 
way in their local community by enabling rising fourth through ninth 
graders to hone their reading comprehension skills, engage in dia-
logue about key social justice issues and ultimately become the kind 
of critical thinkers needed in the world.

Today, they just completed their 10th anniversary, celebrating 

what Executive Director Carol Singletary called “a village effort” that 
has transformed the youth, the church and the neighborhood for the 
better. 

On July 27 at 6 p.m., 32 Freedom School scholars, as well as their 
servant leader interns and administrative staff, gathered before a 
packed crowd at Francis Burns UMC to showcase the hard work they 
accomplished this summer, as well as celebrate the difference 10 years 
of Freedom School has made in their community.

Francis Burns’ Freedom School celebrates 10th year

See “Eccles Restoration,” Page 10

See “Freedom School,” Page 24
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Hours/Location
Open Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
S.C. United Methodist Conference 

Center
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 207
Columbia, SC 29203
Deadlines: 10th of each month.

Contacting Us
Telephone: 803-786-9486, 803-726-

6743 or 803-807-0018
E-mail: advocate@umcsc.org
Website: www.advocatesc.org

Submissions
The Advocate encourages readers to 
submit for publication items of interest 
to South Carolina United Methodists. 
There is no charge for running items 
involving activities or announcements. 
Items should be submitted as far as 
possible in advance of the event’s date 
or the date of requested publication. 
Since there is no charge for these 
items, they appear in the newspaper on 
a space-available basis. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Advertising
Display ads, classifieds and inserts can 
be ordered by contacting us at 888-
678-6272 or 803-786-9486, ext. 338, or 
advocate@umcsc.org. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Subscriptions
The Advocate is delivered to mailboxes 
via U.S. mail every month prior to the 
first Sunday of the month. Subscrip-
tions are $20/year for the print and 
online version, and $10/year for the 
online-only edition. Church plans 
are available for as low as $1/mem-
ber (online version) or $10/member 
(print version with 6+ subscribers per 
church). To start your subscription, visit 
www.advocatesc. org, call with credit 
card 803-726-6743 or 803-786-9486, 
ext. 335, or send a check to Advocate, 
4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 
29203.

Photographs
Photographs can be submitted to the 
newspaper for publication. High-
resolution digital images are preferred. 
Photographs should be in focus and 
should have proper exposure. Color or 
black and white photographs are ac-
cepted. People in photographs should 
be identified with names and ages, and 
a contact person with a phone number 
should be included in the information. 

Accuracy Policy
The Advocate strives to produce error-
free news reports. When mistakes 
occur, it is our policy to correct them 
as soon as they are brought to our 
attention. To request a correction, call 
Jessica Brodie at 803-786-9486, ext. 
338 or 803-807-0018, or email jbro-
die@umcsc.org. In the event of errors 
in advertisements, the Advocate will be 
responsible only for the space occu-
pied by the actual error. The publisher 
assumes no financial responsibility for 
omissions.

Back Issues
The Advocate maintains copies of back 
issues for sale for up to one year, as 
long as the supply lasts. When request-
ing by mail, back copies are $2 each, 
to cover  postage and handling. To 
research or review articles published 
more than one year ago, bound copies 
of the newspaper are available for 
review at the Advocate office, Wofford 
College in Spartanburg and the South 
Caroliniana Library in Columbia.

Epworth has opened an Upstate counseling 
center to help address a critical South Carolina-
wide shortage of affordable community-based 
mental health care services for children, teens, 
adults and families.

The new Epworth Upstate Center for Coun-
seling is located at 108 Anderson Ave., Ander-
son, on the grounds of Trinity United Meth-
odist Church. Staffed by licensed therapists 
specializing in a range of mental, behavioral 
and substance use concerns, it offers both in-
dividual and family counseling, group therapy, 
crisis services, behavioral health screenings, 
parenting classes and telehealth appointments. 

“Epworth has provided assistance to chil-
dren and families for more than 100 years, and 
we continue to expand in ways that allow us to 
serve children and families where they are —at 
their point of need in their communities,” said 
Epworth President and CEO Beth Williams. 

Like Epworth’s existing Center for Counsel-
ing in Columbia that serves more than 500 
clients a year, the new Upstate counseling 
center helps address two of the barriers that 
keep South Carolinians from getting the mental 
health care they need: local availability of ser-
vices and cost.

“We know from government health data 
that more than 2 million South Carolinians 

live in communities that do not have enough 
licensed mental health professionals to meet 
demand,” Williams said. “We also know that 
approximately 220,000 adults in South Carolina 
who need mental health care do not receive 
it—47.2 percent because of cost. Epworth is 
working to change this because we see that 
when people who need mental health care can’t 
get it, the consequences for children, adults, 
families and society are serious, often tragic.”

Research data shows the fateful impact of in-
adequate mental health care in South Carolina. 
As many as 7 in 10 youth in our juvenile justice 
system have a mental health condition. About 
53,000 South Carolina youth ages 12-17 have 
depression, and of those, more than 56 percent 
did not receive any care last year, according to 
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration. Studies show that high 
school students with depression are more than 
twice as likely to drop out than their peers. 

As for adults in South Carolina, 706,000—
more than five times the population of Charles-
ton—have a mental health condition, according 
to SAMSHA. Last year, 811 South Carolinians 
lost their lives to suicide, and mental health 
survey data estimates that 189,000 adults in 
South Carolina had thoughts of suicide in the 
past 12 months. About two in five adults in jail 

or prison have a history of mental illness.
Epworth’s new Upstate Center for Coun-

seling, like its existing Center for Counseling 
in Columbia, make mental health care more 
cost-accessible to low- and middle-income 
South Carolinians because it accepts Medicaid 
in addition to other types of insurance. Both 
counseling centers also offer a sliding scale fee 
for the more than 10 percent of state residents 
who lack health insurance. 

Williams said that a grant from the 
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina Foun-
dation made expansion of Epworth’s commu-
nity counseling services possible. A previous 
grant from the BCBS Foundation in 2019 
provided the funding to open Epworth’s Center 
for Counseling in the Midlands.

“We are very grateful for the continued 
provision and generosity of the BlueCross 
BlueShield of South Carolina Foundation,” Wil-
liams said. “We’re equally grateful to the hun-
dreds of churches and thousands of individuals 
who continue to enable Epworth’s lifechanging 
work with children and families.”

Those in the Upstate who would like to 
make an appointment or refer a client to the 
center for counseling, call 864-642-6555. If in 
the Midlands, call 803-667-4697. 

Epworth opens new Upstate counseling center to meet need 

HAYESVILLE, N.C.—The last few years have 
been ones of stress, strain and struggle for pas-
tors and others serving in vocational ministry. 
To support and encourage rural clergy, Hinton 
Rural Life Center is offering a second Rural 
Clergy Renewal Retreat in its setting on Lake 
Chatuge in the Appalachian Mountains.

The retreat is set for Monday to Wednesday, 
Sept. 11-13.  

Hinton is a retreat and mission outreach 
agency of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of The 
United Methodist Church.

The South Carolina Conference’s Hartsville District Superintendent 
the Rev. Telley Gadson—a lifelong rural ministry enthusiast—is one of 
the resource leaders for the retreat. Others include singer/songwriter/
guitarist and worship leader Tom Conlon from Virginia; rural ministry/
Methodist studies scholar and Western North Carolina Conference local 
pastor Dr. Jonathan LeMaster-Smith; and the Rev. Laura Hamrick, clergy 
engagement coordinator for the Duke Clergy Health Initiative and WNC 
Conference elder.

Clergy serving rural churches and communities are invited to retreat, 
reflect and renew at this lightly scheduled gathering that offers opportu-
nities for self-care, rich conversation with rural ministry resource leaders, 
soul-lifting scenic views, grace-filled worship and enjoyable time with 
colleagues who till similar soil. 

The retreat begins Monday at 5 p.m. with a welcome gathering at 
Hinton’s Lakeside Pavilion. There will be tips for making the most of 
renewal time, followed by dinner and boat rides, with evening worship in 
the chapel. 

Tuesday features free time and conversational times with the rural 
ministry and healthy living resource leaders, as well as options for Cre-
ative Dabbling (art fun) and therapeutic massage. There will be morning 
and evening worship times for centering and drawing closer to God, and 

meals prepared by Hinton’s head chef that retreat attendees will enjoy 
together. Although programming options are provided, this is a “do what 
you need to do for you” retreat, and participants are encouraged to do as 
much or as little as they want. 

The retreat ends at noon on Wednesday. 
Last year’s attendees met rural ministry colleagues from across the 

UMC connection. “I found myself longing for another full day,” said the 
Rev. Drew Nix. “I greatly appreciated the low-key schedule, as I was able 
to hike and read as I wished.” 

The cost is $395 for individual clergy and $600 for clergy and spouse; 
this includes two nights lodging. Those who desire a longer renewal 
stay may add a night before and/or after at Hinton’s 10 percent clergy 
discount rate. (Contact Director of Operations Kelli Miller for rates and 
to reserve additional nights at 828-389-8336 or kelli@hintoncenter.org.)

Deadline to register is Sept. 1. For more details and for online and pdf 
registration forms, visit www.hintoncenter.org/retreat. 

A rocking-chair view of Lake Chatuge and the mountains from the back 
porch of Hinton’s Lodge.

Gadson among leaders for Hinton’s Rural Clergy Renewal Retreat

Gadson

By Sam Hodges
Excerpted from United Methodist News

The numbers are way up, and the geography 
is shifting. Most other measures are about the 
same.

That’s the gist of a second report from the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership compar-
ing U.S. congregations disaffiliating from The 
United Methodist Church with those staying.

In late February, the Lewis Center published 
a study showing that departing churches were 
overwhelmingly from the denomination’s 
Southeastern and South Central jurisdictions 
and were more likely to be majority White 
and led by a male pastor than churches staying 
United Methodist.

The second study analyzes updated and 
much larger disaffiliation numbers. It shows 
that the disaffiliation pool is still dominated by 
the Southeastern and South Central jurisdic-
tions, but less so.

Mostly, the Lewis Center’s latest findings 
about the two groups of churches are in line 
with the first study.

“As we reported before, there are more simi-

larities than differences comparing the cohort 
of disaffiliating churches with the total pool 
of all United Methodist churches,” writes the 
Rev. Lovett Weems Jr., senior consultant for the 
Lewis Center, in the new study.

Decades-long, intensifying conflict over 
homosexuality led the 2019 General Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church to create 
a new policy whereby local churches in the U.S. 
can leave with their property.

Under Para. 2553 of the denomination’s 
Book of Discipline, churches can disaffiliate if 
they have a two-thirds vote of members to do 
so, followed by a majority vote of approval from 
their annual conference. They also must meet 
certain financial conditions. Para. 2553 went 
into effect in 2019 and expires Dec. 31.

In doing its studies on disaffiliation, the 
Lewis Center draws on data collected by the de-
nomination’s General Council on Finance and 
Administration and uses as a base year 2019, 
when the departures were just beginning.

In other words, both remaining and depart-
ing churches are studied based on their charac-
teristics in 2019, before COVID-19 hit. 

In 2019, the denomination had just more 
than 30,500 congregations in the U.S. By the 
end of 2022, about 2,000 of those had left under 
Para. 2553.

For its February study, the Lewis Center 
compared the 2,000 to the remaining group.

The new study takes the same approach but 
reflects the quickening pace—and geographical 
spread—of disaffiliations, as many more annual 
conferences have met in special session or regu-
lar session this year to approve departures.

The Lewis Center identified 6,155 churches 
that disaffiliated between 2019 and the end 
of June 2023—a tripling since the end of last 
year. UM News is doing its own count and 
shows 6,225 disaffiliations, including some 
since June.

In its first study, the Lewis Center found that 
84 percent of departed churches were from two 
of the five U.S. jurisdictions—Southeastern and 
South Central. But the new study, drawing on 
the larger pool of disaffiliations, shows those 
two jurisdictions now account for 70 percent.

Read the full article at https://www.umnews.
org/en/news/study-shows-shift-in-disaffiliations.

Study shows shift in UMC disaffiliations
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for the Advocate!

Recently, I went with my 6-year-old 
granddaughter on a field trip to 
a regional park. We were guided 
through the park learning all about 

the natural habitat of the plants and animals 
that live there. One guide said plants need 
five things to thrive: light, air, water, nutrients 
and space. 

The space piece was new to me, and I have 
been pondering the importance of space ever 
since.

I think one good thing about the ongoing 
departures of “traditionalist” congregations 
from The United Methodist Church is that 
it provides those of us who remain United 
Methodist an opportunity to grow anew in 
a positive way. Rather than being defined by 
conflict, we can be defined by our God-given 
mission of making “disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.” As 
one pastor friend, the Rev. Susan Leonard, 
pointed out, “slimming down does not have 
to be a negative thing” (see article in August 
Advocate or check out her message at the 
Reconciling Ministries breakfast at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFD20w1MIV0.

I was greatly encouraged reading reflec-
tions of members of the North Texas Annual 
Conference. Many said they had felt a new 
spirit in the conference, a positive spirit 
grounded in hope and harmony rather than 
negativity and tension. I witnessed this some-
what in my home conference as well. The 
South Carolina Conference experienced 113 
congregations choosing to depart the confer-
ence, but as they did, we bid them farewell 
with a prayer and grief but also a renewal of 
commitment to the ministries that define us. 

We were also able to discuss two reso-
lutions—one opposing the death penalty 
and one standing against gun violence and 
AR-15-style weapons. We debated respect-
fully and passed each of them handily. It 
was refreshing to see the conference move 

forward in a positive way, to own our identity 
as United Methodist Christians committed to 
non-violence and peace. 

One thing I remember from my family 
systems theory class is that a family can be-
come caught in a system in which a particu-
lar member is categorized as the “identified 
patient”—they are the problem. Healing 
comes not by doubling down but by draw-
ing back, creating space for each member to 
be fully themselves apart from the others. 
Everyone benefits ,and the system becomes 
less stuck. 

It feels to me like our United Method-
ist Church has been stuck for a long time, 
caught in a web of negativity that is dragging 
us down. Perhaps now we will be able to find 
room to breathe again. To become the church 
of open hearts, open minds and open doors 
we were once promised.

At our house we have a small section of 
the backyard that is covered in hosta plants. 
There are just way too many in a too little 
space. In recent days I have been clearing 
them out by transplanting hostas to other 
parts of the yard. Two things have struck me: 
1) How hard is to kill a hosta and 2) how 
happy they seem to be in a new home where 
they can get the full sun and spread their 
branches wide.

Sometimes, all it takes to flourish is hav-
ing space to be the creatures God created us 
to be and to return, with joy and hope, to the 
work God created us to do. 

Childers is a retired United Methodist 
clergyman from the South Carolina Confer-
ence living in Manassas, Virginia. For 19 
years he served with the Board of Church and 
Society and for a while Director of Advocacy 
for the Imagine No Malaria campaign. Article 
originally published at https://um-insight.net/
in-the-church/umc-future/finding-space-for-
new-growth.

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Clayton Childers

Finding space for new growth

By Jessica Brodie
GREER—One United 
Methodist in Greer has re-
leased her latest children’s 
book in her “Merry Mouse” 
series: “Merry Mouse, Grief 
and Loss.”

Patricia Galbreath, 
81, who attends Victor 
United Methodist Church, 
wrote the book with her 
grandson, Pastor Mark 
Galbreath.

“This book is dedicated 
to my second child, Little 
Eddie, who went to heaven when in was 3 
years and 4 months old,” Galbreath said. 

Merry Mouse has lived in the church for 
some time now. He has learned so much 
about Jesus and has come to trust in him. 
But now Papa is very sick. Is Jesus going to 
heal Papa if Merry Mouse asks? Join Merry 
Mouse on his journey of learning what it 
means to have comfort and hope in Jesus 
during times of grief and loss.

Another grandson, 
Brian, and his wife, Wendy, 
gifted her with a revision of 
her first two books through 
her new illustrator, Dave 
O’Connell. 

“The words are the 
same, just the illustrations 
have been revised, so that 
there is a continuation of 
the same style of illustra-
tions,” she said. “That was a 
gift for my 81st birthday—a 
big surprise and lots of 
happy tears.”

Churches invite her to come and share 
her faith journey at luncheons for their 
grandparents and great-grandparents and 
all senior members of their church. 

Galbreath started writing when she was 
60 years old. She often speaks to churches 
about her books and her faith journey.

To learn more, visit http://www. 
merrymousechurchmouse.com or call  
864-920-8237. 

Victor member releases new ‘Merry Mouse’ 
children’s book on grief

Lee Road United Methodist Church, 
Taylors, celebrated its 65th anniversary from 
May 17-21 with four nights of revival and 
a combination Methodist Heritage Sunday 
and Homecoming Sunday. The theme of this 
year’s revival was “Restoration” in recogni-
tion of the mighty works God has done to 
heal the church and move it forward with a 
new spirit of missions and unity. 

For the revival services, former ministers 
delivered inspirational messages on restora-
tion: Pastor Emeritus the Rev. Jim Gilliam Jr. 
(1979-1985, 2008), the Rev. Mickey Fisher 
(1973-1979) and the Rev. Tony Medlin 
(2001-2005). 

At the conclusion of Medlin’s message, 
a heart-warming surprise occurred when 
the Rev. David Surrett (1996-2001) joined 
the service via Apple Facetime on the large 
screen. Surrett is facing ALS disease with 
grace and dignity, and members said his 
speech and closing benediction will be re-
membered by all. 

On Saturday evening, the church’s con-
temporary band “The Bridge Collective,” 
under the direction of Jacob Kiser, praised 
the Holy Spirit in song. Finally, “Reverend 
John Wesley” (current pastor the Rev. Rusty 
Godfrey) led the morning service followed 

by a homecoming luncheon with the presen-
tation of a new 10-minute film on the history 
of Lee Road UMC by church member Denise 
Wilson. 

Pictured above is the Rev. Tony Medlin. 
Below Godfrey, center, stands with former 
ministers Gilliam and Fisher.

‘Restoration’ revival marks 
Lee Road’s 65th anniversaryBy Clara Hodges 

McFadden
Every year, we 

in the Ruffin Parish 
of the Walterboro 
District participate 
in different projects 
in our communities. 
In 2022 and 2023, 
we have continued 
to participate in giv-
ing donations to the In His Name Colleton 
organization; the students, faculty, and staff 
at Bells Elementary School; the Veteran’s Vic-
tory House; Toys-for-Tots; and the back-to-
school supply drive in Bamberg County. 
Two individuals within the Ruffin Par-
ish have dedicated their lives to giving and 
providing their services whenever needed. 
One is the late Pernice Boatwright Hudson 
Jones. ”Mrs. Pern”, as she was affection-
ately called, passed away Jan. 9 in the Pruitt 
Healthcare facility in Walterboro. A dedicat-
ed and devoted member of Buckhead United 
Methodist Church in Ruffin, Mrs. Pern 
served in many capacities, but whenever 
she was called on to do a job she was always 
willing and ready to serve. At Buckhead 
UMC, she was one of the original members 
of the Young Adult Choir, was Sunday school 
superintendent for many years and served as 
an usher, communion steward and member 
of the United Women in Faith. She was also 
part of the Family and Community Leaders 
(Colleton, Ruffin, Washington Club), as well 
as the BZS Community Center Council. 

If you were ever privileged to experience 
her leading the usher’s procession at Buck-
head, visions of her “bop and strut” were 
definitely a sight to behold. She was the true 

epitome of what 
serving and service 
was all about. 

Another dedicat-
ed servant is Ruffin 
native Vivian Whit-
ing McFadden. Mc-
Fadden, or “Momma 
Vivian” as she’s called 
in the community, is 
a retired food service 

worker. She worked for more than 33 years 
at Ruffin High School and Ruffin Middle 
School. A member of Buckhead UMC and 
president of the Usher Board for more than 
30 years, she once ran as a delegate for the 
Colleton County Democratic Party. She 
serves as a board member of the BZS Com-
munity Center. While serving her church, 
she is also actively involved with the upkeep 
of the BZS Community Center, helping with 
fundraisers for repairs to the building and 
making sure that the building is kept clean 
and orderly. 

In the Hand-in-Hand Outreach project 
associated with the Community Center, she 
helps with trash pickup in the area, provides 
meals for the sick and shut-ins and donates 
supplies where needed. For more than 15 
years she has served as a member of the 
Colleton County Community Emergency 
Response Team by providing information to 
residents in the area before and after disasters 
and will serve in the shelters by making sure 
the phone lines are covered. She still man-
ages to visit those in the local nursing home 
facilities. On May 6, the Walterboro Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., recog-
nized her for her many years of service to the 
community.  

Service and serving: Women without capes

Jones McFadden
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I’m sure we’ve all been there, and it’s not our favorite place: the waiting space. Middle 
ground. Limbo. 

After the turmoil and hurt feelings surrounding separation and disaffiliation, as well 
as the angst over what is General Conference going to do (or not do), many of us are 

stuck in an uncomfortable and unsettled place of uncertainty. 
Now what? How do we get back to normal, if there is such a thing? Do we focus on get-

ting stronger after the pandemic? Do we look outside our walls and into the community? For 
those of us whose churches have left the denomination, where are we going? Have we found 
a new church home? What do we do with all of these emotions that are still oh-so-difficult?

The truth is that there is no easy answer to any of this. Like any waiting season in life, 
sometimes the answer doesn’t come for a long time. 

I’m frustrated sometimes at the lack of answers. I wish there were some creative new 
program or mission effort I could sink my teeth into as I go about my daily Christian walk. 
Business as usual doesn’t feel like it’s enough at this stage. 

But here’s the thing: It doesn’t really matter how I feel about it—or how you feel. And it 
doesn’t really matter if there is or is not some big, great project to focus on right now. These 
are self-imposed wants, things I think I need—not things I actually need.

What I need is to listen to God’s still small voice in the center of everything (1 Kings 
19:12-13). This is the answer it has always been. 

My oldest child is 17 now, and I remember 19 years ago living in the center of a painful 
waiting season. I struggled with infertility, and I had absolutely no idea if I would be able to 
conceive and eventually give birth, something I desperately wanted. Sometime during that 
long, long process, I made peace with where I was, and I made peace with surrendering to 
God’s will. And eventually, what I desired did come to fruition. I did get pregnant and give 
birth to my son, and now he’s in his senior year of high school. 

Of course, sometimes we don’t get what we want at all. Sometimes that season of waiting 
has a decidedly different ending. But I do know this: When I am truly surrendered to the will 
of God, somehow, whatever happens ends up being OK. Actually, it’s even better than OK. It 
ends up being the perfect thing, the thing I wish I’d asked for from the start. That’s because 
God works all things for the best, “for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

The season of separation in The United Methodist Church is not over. I’ve been hearing 
about a number of local churches who are still struggling to discern what they wish to do. 
Many are waiting to see what happens at General Conference. Things are not over, and it’s 
going to be a long time before the waiting is done and things seem reasonably clear.

In this season, instead of letting strife and worry take over, let’s all lean little closer to the 
Lord and tune our ears to God’s special, sometimes imperceptible voice. Let’s pray for one 
another that we can all do this, that we can all keep our eyes on God in the center of every-
thing. For if we can do this, if we can surrender to God’s will, anything that happens will 
always be just right. 

After all, God plan is best—not mine.

Bishop’s Corner
by Bishop Jonathan Holston

Catching our breath

Editorial
by Jessica Brodie

Navigating the waiting space
“On one occasion, while [Jesus] was 

eating with the [disciples], he gave them 
this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which 
you have heard me speak about. For John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ Then 
they gathered around him and asked him, 
‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He said to them: ‘It 
is not for you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by his own authority. But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.’”—Acts 1:4-8 
(NIV) 

Living in a fast-paced, instant grati-
fication culture that is often hectic 
and rushed, it is so difficult to 
catch our breath. We face constant 

underlying pressure to prove our worth. 
Even our youth feel the pressures of 

today’s world. Earlier this summer, the SEJ 
Youth Harambee convened at our own 
Claflin University campus. The young 
people gathered there expressed with me 
their concerns of needing encouragement 
and hope—requesting prayers for strength, 
guidance, the struggles of their families, 
single parents working multiple jobs and 
for building their personal relationships 
with Christ. 

We are often in need of encouragement, 
inspiration, reassurance and support. 

Charles Tindley penned lyrics in 1905 
that were later adapted into a popular 
gospel anthem: “Encourage, my soul, and 
let us journey on. Though the night is dark, 
and I am far from home. Thanks be to God, 
the morning light appears. The storm is 
passing over, the storm is passing over, the 
storm is passing over, hallelu!”

The hymn speaks of the journey toward 
a destination that is far away, accompanied 
by the fear and uncertainty of being lost in 
the darkness of night. 

Despite the perceived danger, the singer 
finds solace in the knowledge that they are 
guided by a God who is bigger than any 
storm. 

The repetition of “the storm is pass-
ing over” reflects the idea that whatever 
challenges are faced are temporary and will 
come to an end. 

Though we know not the times or the 

dates, we believe with confidence that we 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes. 

Hope is that one encouraging thing that 
carries us through the darkness, through 
the waiting in our own lives. When we 
feel anxious thinking of things we need to 
do, the tasks we need to complete and the 
people we need to see, hope will strengthen 
our souls for the journey that awaits us, 
wherever it may lead and whatever it may 
bring.  

Brian Wiener, writer and entrepreneur, 
has described hope this way, namely, “If 
you carry one thing throughout your 
entire life, let it be hope. Let it be hope that 
better things are always ahead. Hope that 
you can get through even the toughest of 
times. Hope that you can get through any 
challenge that comes your way. Hope that 
you are exactly where you are meant to be 
right now, and you are on the path to where 
you’re meant to be. Because during these 
times, hope will be the very thing that car-
ries you through.”

Early in the spring of 1905, while Civilla 
Martin and her husband, Walter, were 
sojourning to Elmira, New York, they 
developed a deep friendship with Mr. and 
Mrs. Doolittle, who Civilla called “true 
saints of God.”

Mrs. Doolittle had been bedridden for 
more than 20 years. Mr. Doolittle expe-
rienced serious handicapping conditions 
and propelled himself daily to and from his 
business in his wheelchair. 

Despite their challenges, they lived 
happy lives.

During one visit, Civilla and Walter 
commented to them on their faithfulness 
and hope, asking them, “What is your 
secret?” Mrs. Doolittle shared a simple 
response, “His eye is on the sparrow, and I 
know he watches me.” 

Civilla Martin was inspired to pen a 
poem and mailed it to a composer who 
wrote the tune that we know so well today.

If we trust that God cares for all of cre-
ation, then why would we question God’s 
care for us? 

Of course, God’s eye is on the sparrow, 
and God is surely watching over you and 
me.

All it takes is slowing down and catching 
your breath. Then, be filled with hope as 
you fix your gaze ahead, soul strengthened 
and following where Christ leads.

Appointment Changes

Bishop Jonathan Holston has announced the following change of appointment:

Effective Sept. 1, 2023
Charleston District: Smyrna – Debra Dowdle (RA) (1/2)

Letters Policy
We welcome letters to the editor. We urge brevity, as succinct writing often produces 
clarity. Letters should be no more than 450 words. All letters are subject to editing as 
needed to meet standards of grammar, space and interest. We will not publish anony-
mous letters, letters praising or criticizing businesses by name, endorsements of or 
letters from political candidates, fundraising appeals, or letters containing inappropriate 
language or personal attacks. All letters will be verified, so you must include a name, 
daytime phone number, church membership and hometown. Letters should be sent to 
The Advocate, 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203 or e-mailed to advocate@
umcsc.org. Deadlines are the 10th of each month.
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The essence of missions
“Because I Wasn’t Working on the Stoves” (August Advocate) is the very essence of a mis-

sion trip, internationally or stateside. 
As Methodists, we most often focus on “fixing” things and people, but it is showing the 

true heart of Christ that shares and gives the greatest satisfaction of a successful mission 
experience. The building will crumble, the paint will fade and the roof will someday leak, 
but the seed planted in the soul will rise and bloom in the fullness of a new Christian, and 
that is what we are sent out into the world to do.

David Busby
Platt Springs UMC, West Columbia

Look at the soul
A good friend asked me if I would preach at one of the churches that left the United 

Methodist Church. My answer was yes. These people are still God’s children, and we are not 
their judge. God is. 

These people were baptized in the United Methodist faith and were faithful for years. My 
grandmother said, ”Everyone has a soul.” We need to be careful how we judge anyone. 

In 1 Samuel 16:7, it says, “The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People 
look at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

Beware of these individuals who do not realize “the soul” of individuals. God sees the 
soul, not the outward appearance. Let us pray for the souls of all.

Rev. John Culp
West Columbia

Ministry through the church
The Interpreter’s Bible says that no passage in Paul’s letters is more important than 2 

Corinthians 5:17-18, which reads, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
passed away, behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ recon-
ciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”

When we consider the context in which these verses appear, it is clear that Paul’s primary 
subject here is ministry. In the most personal terms, he explains to the congregation at 
Corinth what Christian ministry is all about. Since that ministry now belongs to the church, 
what we have in these verses is a statement on the ministry of the church. These verses tell 
us what God has done for us and what we are to do for God.

We who are being drawn into the friendly embrace of God are called to extend that em-
brace to others. But how do we do that? What does such a ministry look like?

The current squabble in Methodism boils down to who stands in the pulpit as the leader 
of the flock. It strikes me that “squabble” is an appropriate term to describe our present situ-
ation. Some would say that our situation is far more serious than a squabble, more than a 
mere difference of opinion.

Opinions are subject to change; convictions are resistant to change. It appears that folk 
on both sides of our dilemma have dug in their heels to resist any change that might avoid 
a permanent division of the church. What we have is a clash of convictions that is likely to 
end in separation.

If that happens, we need to remember that Methodism has survived earlier divisions and 
separations. In my view, Methodism will live on and recoup from whatever losses may oc-
cur from the present situation. Generations of Methodists have lived together without 100 
percent agreement on every point of theology. That has been our strength.

The key ingredient for a new and thriving future is Paul’s vision of “the ministry of rec-
onciliation.” That is Methodism at its best, both past and future!

Rev. Mickey Fisher
Spartanburg

A poem: Christ, the golden rock of heaven
Christ, the golden rock of heaven. 
Through whom the skies were laid. 

And in whose very name the sun and moon, 
so took their place. He does not fail to hold all things. 

He shatters, not like glass. 
Nor does sea or swell or storm depose his stable mast. 
Overflowing yet not losing, not golden scepter, is he? 

He does not leak like earth and pots unfilled. He cannot be. 
And beneath the weight of all his might and glory held therein. 

Death will crumble down to dust and swallow with it sin.

(Excerpted from the author’s second published book, “Notes from the Hem,” a collec-
tion of Christian poetry and prose.)

Autumn Leigh Waite
Bluffton UMC, Bluffton

We all have a sin problem. This 
is a truth to which we Chris-
tians must all agree. If that 
were not so, then who would 

need a savior? 
At the age of 27, I began surrendering to 

Jesus. I was saved as a little boy, but I believe 
one can be saved, but not surrendered. That 
part comes under God’s work of sanctifica-
tion. I started discussing my faith with my 
mom. She told me to beware, as, “The closer 
you get to Jesus, the more you will be con-
victed of your sin.” 

That is so true. I taught a Sunday school 
lesson in an older adult class one Sunday 
morning on the topic of sin. I commented fa-
cetiously that I’d once timed myself as to how 
long I could go without sinning, and my best 
time was 30 minutes. Their mouths fell open! 

I clarified, adding that I do not plan to sin, 
and I am convicted and repentant when I do, 
but sin includes my thoughts and actions and 
even my inaction. I am not making excuses; I 
am just stating what the Bible says about any 
thoughts of my own righteousness. They are 
only filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). 

Can I go on sinning in knowing I am 
forgiven? Paul states emphatically, ”By no 
means!” I am not advocating “cheap grace,” 
but only stating a fact: I need a savior, and I 
am eternally grateful that I have a savior. Je-
sus not only forgives me, but the Holy Spirit 
helps me grow toward perfection with every 
prayer. I am getting better. Maybe I can do 45 
minutes on my next “sin-timing.”

The division in our United Methodist 
family seems to hinge on the question of 
what is sin. The Holy Bible is very clear on 
what constitutes sin. We cannot interpret our 
way out of this. There are enough “do nots” 
in the Bible to make one want to just stay in 
the bed to keep from stepping on an ant (do 
not kill!). Let’s get real—if we get out of bed 
in the morning, we are going to sin. There 
is disagreement as to whether some sins are 

worse than others, but the Bible is clear that 
the penalty for sin (not any particular sin) is 
death. Without Jesus, we are doomed.

Now, to the point of our contention: 
homosexuality. I personally have never been 
sexually attracted to fellow males. However, I 
know and have known and love many Chris-
tian friends and relatives who have been so 
attracted. Some have acted on this attraction 
and some have not. Do I call this sinful? My 
belief in the inerrant Holy Bible compels me 
to believe that such a lifestyle is sinful. I also 
have Christian divorced friends and family, 
Christian alcoholic friends and family, Chris-
tian gossiping friends and family, Christian 
obese friends and family—the “sin list” goes 
on and on. (By the way, I can eat a quart of 
ice cream in one sitting, and gossip with the 
best of them, and have thoughts that I would 
never reveal to anyone but Jesus.) The UMC 
Book of Discipline seems to “pick on” a par-
ticular sin. We all tend to “pick on” the sin of 
which we don’t personally have a problem. 

Our Book of Discipline uses the pastoral 
letters in the Bible to give our denomination 
guidance on who can be ministers. When the 
paragraphs in the Book of Discipline regard-
ing homosexuality were inserted, I question 
why other sins were not mentioned. The 
answer to that question is simple: If that had 
been done, there could be no ministers! 

So what now? There is still time to save 
The United Methodist Church. We are not 
perfect, but we have a good (not perfect) 
organization already in place. We must stay 
together. We must put an end to our most 
grievous corporate sin—segregation—and 
embrace diversity (Galatians 3:26-29). We 
must learn to live and worship together, work 
out our differences and even live together 
with our differences. I am so glad Jesus still 
prefers to have lunch with sinners, of which I 
am the worst (1 Timothy 1:15-17).

Williams is a lifelong member of Main 
Street UMC, Greenwood. 

by Glenn Williams

Let’s all have lunch with Jesus

Dulce out of the hospital
Dulce, the Guatemalan 10-year-old girl 

many have prayed for and supported 
in her recent bone marrow transplant, 

continues to improve. Dr. Luke Rhyee, 
a South Carolina UMC elder who runs 

the medical mission Healing Guatemala, 
which helped Dulce, said the girl had ex-
cellent test results at her checkup a few 

days ago. She has gained weight, her he-
moglobin and platelet numbers are within 

normal range, and she does not show 
signs of inflammation. Dulce said her big-

gest joy is getting her hair back, Rhyee 
said. Dulce, who has Fanconi Anemia, 

had a bone marrow transplant in South 
Korea thanks to the donations and sup-

port of Methodists and others. Her return 
to Guatemala is planned for October. 

Photo courtesy Luke Rhyee

As a supply pastor, I am pretty new 
to managing a church but was 
blessed beyond my belief on the 
first Sunday I was sent out into 

the world to preach. 
On Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022, I had my first 

assignment at a small, historical church 
(established in 1785) located in the southern-
most part of Greenville County. The minute 
my husband, Jay, and I got out of the car we 
both said, “Do you feel that?” It was a slight 
tingle and yet calming invitation to walk into 
the sanctuary. No one was there to greet us 
except the church at that moment, and there 
were only six present when I preached that 
day, which included Jay and me. But they 
asked us back the following Sunday, and we 
are still there, assigned until June 30, 2024.

I never pictured myself as a pastor and 
have argued and wrestled with God over 
those feelings so much that I finally gave up 
and nicknamed myself “Jacobene.”

We now average about 18-20 each Sunday. 
COVID-19 hurt this little congregation like 
so many others with death, illness and then 
replacement because of not being able to 
gather. Those that remained are loyal and 
love their little church. 

I am most often writing from the Lection-
ary and prepare my sermons on Saturday 
night because that’s when I feel like God is 

settling on me to guide me with my words. 
On May 21 my sermon was about the estab-
lishment of the church and Christ’s ascen-
sion (Acts 1:1-8) with the following closing 
paragraph: “If you are not sure of your salva-
tion or just not yet an official member of this 
wonderful Lebanon church family, I invite 
you to come—join us as we seek God’s will in 
spreading his word and his love throughout 
this community.”

As we began to sing the closing hymn, 
suddenly I had four people at the altar 
railing. To say I was terrified would be an 
understatement, but I said a huge prayer ask-
ing God to give me the right words. Then I 
walked to the railing to pray with two people 
I’d never seen before and one of our new 
residents in the community. The Holy Spirit 
was active. Almost every member present 
that day was crying or praying. As the Spirit 
calmed, a sweet peace fell over the room, and 
those at the railing went back to their seats. 

And then the young lady, new to the 
community, shouted out, “I want to join this 
church! I love this church!” The following 
week we had a reception for her. The Holy 
Spirit is there every week, sprinkling “amens” 
and “praise the Lords,” guiding, teaching and 
blessing me. (And yes, we are Methodists!)

Bratcher is supply pastor for Lebanon 
UMC, Honea Path.

Guest Commentary
by Carol J. Bratcher

A Holy Spirit movement

Letters to the Editor
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When you read that subject 
line, it probably makes 
you think about all of the 
pictures that you’d once see 

on the side of milk cartons, on flyers posted 
around neighborhoods or on the postcards 
in your mailbox of children gone missing or 
kidnapped. 

But that’s not the missing I’m referring to 
in this instance. 

We all remember growing up and having 
to go to church with our parents on Sunday 
as a child. No excuse, except being gravely 
ill or suffering from a serious illness or con-
dition, kept you from being able to attend. 
I grew up in a family of nine children, and 
we would be in parade-style following my 
parents into the building like little ducklings 
in a row. Needless to say, we took up one 
whole pew sitting alongside my mother. My 
father would always sit in the pew in front 
of us. 

When services got to be a little longer 
than usual, my siblings and I would start 
to get fidgety, and just the mere thought 
of brother or sister touching each other or 
talking would cause my mom to politely 
touch us with the church fan to alert us 
to be still. If she had to do that more than 
once, all it took was for my father to look 
back and give us the side-eye and we’d know 
it meant you’d better behave or there would 
be a surprise for you when you got home. 
Of course, not the fun surprise—a surprise 
of the frightening kind. So that one look 
would make us forget about being aggravat-
ed by each other, and we’d return to being 
the sweet, cute little darlings that we were.

Children were the joy of the church, ev-
ery Sunday dressed in their best dresses and 
suits, or at Eastertime dressed in a bright 
array of colors. 

But what about now? It appears that 
Easter Sunday is the only time they come, 
little girls in their bonnets with their hair 
freshly curled or styled, lacy socks and pat-
ent leather shoes and little boys in their new 
suits, ties and new shoes. The same parents 
now that were made to attend church when 
they were growing up have now seemed to 
fail in bringing their own children to church 
on Sunday mornings. 

My son, Travis, and I would go to church 
every Sunday. It would be a fight to get him 
up and dressed because he was not inter-
ested in going to another place other than 
school where he claimed, “We stayed too 
long!” But now as an adult, he is in church 
every Sunday. 

I’m proud that he now takes the initiative 
to go on his own without any coaxing as he 
did when he was younger. 

Churches now have designated Sundays 
where the youth of the church will officiate, 
but even so, sometimes the attendance on 
those days is slim to none. The children are 
our future, not only in the church, but in life 
in general. What better place is there to raise 
them and teach them about the teachings of 
Jesus Christ so that they grow up caring and 
being productive adults? 

The Bible states, “Train up a child in the 
way he should go and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). 
It’s known that when children become old 
enough to make their own decisions, one of 
these seems to be not to attend church. Why 
not continue to attend so that they become 
closer to our Lord and Savior? 

In these last few years we’ve suffered 
through a COVID-19 pandemic where the 
virus has taken the lives of many, not count-
ing the individuals who contracted the virus 
and had to spend days, if not months, in 
hospitals and rehabilitation facilities. We all 
need to pray for our children that they get 
back into attending church and taking part 
in services and not just being a body on the 
church bench. 

Children should observe the elder adults 
in the church as they usher, sing in the 
choir, be a pastor’s helper or devotional 
leader or do whatever it takes to make the 
church run like a well-oiled machine. They 
learn from watching us! They pay attention 
to what we do in and out of church. 

In the church I grew up in, we have 
a Senior Citizen Club project where a 
younger adult sponsors a senior member in 
the church. The group rewards their seniors 
with small tokens of love on any given 
Sunday. It doesn’t ever have to be a special 
holiday or anything, but whenever you feel 
like being a blessing to your senior spon-
sor, then you give them something. It can 
be monetary, gift cards, blessing-in-a bag, 
etc. Just to see the expressions on their faces 
when they’re presented with these items 
says it all! 

Maybe we need to appoint an older adult 
with a child in the church so that they can 
mentor and instruct them on life and the 
teachings of the church. 

Sometimes a person who is willing to 
take some time with a child is all that is 
needed. 

The children are missing. We have to 
figure out a way to invite them back into the 
church, get them interested and involved a 
little more.

The children are definitely missing!

McFadden is a member of the Ruffin Par-
ish, Walterboro District.

Guest Commentary
by Clara Hodges McFadden

The children are missing!

Another holiday has come and 
gone, the latest being the Fourth 
of July. This date has a spe-
cial meaning for a nation that 

treasures freedom. It would be greater still 
if those freedoms were shared by its total 
citizenry. 

Sadly, those freedoms have not been 
extended to everyone, and even more trou-
bling, the few possessed are being stripped 
away almost daily. We are less free today than 
50 years ago. The term “democracy” is rap-
idly becoming extinct, while authoritarian-
ism is becoming the new hashtag. Cracks are 
appearing in our togetherness, and divisions 
will make it more difficult to find willing 
souls to defend a land in which one does not 
feel at home. The saying rightly applies, “If 
this is your baby, then you rock it to sleep, 
but if ours, we will rock it to sleep!”

I thanked every current and previous 
veteran that I encountered for their service to 
this nation. In fact, consistently, I have been 
supporting three military support groups 
(VFW, Wounded Veterans and Paralyzed 
Veterans) of late. The nation’s soldiers have 
done their duty of protecting us from our 
foreign enemies, but our government has not 
done as well to protect us from our domestic 
enemies. 

I remembered the flag, late in the day, that 
I was given by one of the organizations that 
I support, and consequently it is still neatly 
packaged. Hopefully, I will remember and 
have reasons to fly it soon.

I commented to a friend that I am 
surely grateful that Christ still sets free, and 
whoever he sets free is free indeed. That 
freedom doesn’t change with the changing 

of the courts, political parties or the plight or 
flight of the physical church and or whims of 
mankind. Our bishop didn’t cry alone during 
the separation of the Conference’s churches; 
I cried, too. 

However, as I waited in the crowded exit 
lines and traveled I-95 at the conclusion of 
our annual celebration of God’s people, I 
could not help but take note of the bumpers 
and windows stickers adorning the vehicles 
of the faithful. I was reminded again of what 
I heard and looked for in counseling, that the 
real issue is not always the one on the table, 
or purported, but an underlying one. 

Maybe the issue in separation was not so 
much the decision that the General Confer-
ence might make, but about the decisions 
that it had already made over the years and 
provided a covering for the physical church 
to conform to the world rather than trans-
form the world. In any case, I dried my tears, 
because crying might be a bit premature and 
rejoicing might be the better order of the day. 

“God does work in strange ways, his won-
ders to perform,” I am told.

My emotions have been a roller coaster 
ride of late, but I heard a news report that 
gives me much needed hope. One of the 
five young men falsely accused of assault in 
a New York park, and later exonerated, has 
now earned his doctorate and was recently 
elected to serve his beloved community of 
Harlem, New York, while his greatest accuser 
is indicted and now awaits his day in court. 

Sometimes, it does seem, “God can and 
will turns things around!” Maybe the battle is 
not ours, but the Lord’s. 

So I will say to my soul, again: “Do not 
worry; the Lord will make a way somehow!”

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Joseph Abram Jr.

Still a spark among the wet wood 

By Jessica Brodie
RED BANK—Native Americans 
may often be invisible, but they 
are still here. That was the mes-
sage underscored Aug. 21 at Red 
Bank United Methodist Church, 
where the body got the chance 
to hear important truths about 
America’s first people from the 
chair of the annual conference’s 
Native American Committee. 

Zan Tracy Pender, South Carolina UMC’s 
NAC chair, delivered the sermon to all three 
services at the church that Sunday as he 
helped dispel myths about Native Americans 
and offer a number of important truths.

Pender taught how Native peoples have 
experienced blatant discrimination in the 
United States despite being on this soil long 
before European settlers and despite man-
dates throughout the Bible to care for others.

Pender drew from two key Scriptures 
in his message: Leviticus 25:23-34, which 
emphasizes that the land belongs to God and 
we must care for it, and Matthew 25:35-40, 
which notes that we are caring for Jesus when 
we show care for others, particularly the 
“least of these.”

Pender, whose paternal grandmother was 
an American Indian of both South Carolina’s 
Wassamassaw and Santee heritages, shared 
how the typical Native greeting—a raised 
hand and the word, “How”—is a gesture of 
peace. The raised hand indicates a person 
has no weapon and, therefore, no intention 
to harm them, and the word “How” is what 
people would ask: how are things going with 
you and your community? How can I help?

He shared that a teepee wasn’t the typical 
house for a Native American. Teepees were 
much like today’s recreational vehicles—tem-

porary places people could stay 
while out on the road. For South 
Carolina Natives, who weren’t off 
hunting buffalo, there were gener-
ally no teepees. 

He also noted that the clothing 
we see worn by Native Americans 
is not a “costume” but rather 
traditional dress. 

As well, what to call Native 
people varies by area, and the 

terms are all technically correct, whether 
that is First Peoples, First Nations, American 
Indians, Native Americans or Los Indigenas. 

“We were the first but the last,” Pender 
said—the first to live in what is today the 
United States but the last to receive their 
rights. It wasn’t until 1924 when Native 
Americans got their rights—after White 
women—and today, they are still required to 
carry their tribal identification. 

Today, many Native Americans face 
much discrimination. One member of the 
conference’s NAC, a Catawba woman named 
Beckee Garris, was told she can’t be Indian 
and Christian, Pender said.

But, Pender noted, in The United Meth-
odist Church, you can. 

“Open doors, open hearts, open minds 
really means something,” Pender said, lifting 
up the inclusiveness of the UMC.

He closed his sermon with a traditional 
Navajo blessing: God is before us. God is 
behind us. God is above us. God is below us.

Chris Galvin, a member of Red Bank 
UMC, organized the Native American Sun-
day and introduced Pender to the congrega-
tion. 

To join the UMCSC Native American 
Committee email group or receive a newslet-
ter, email leelamar56@gmail.com.

‘Making the Invisible Visible’
Red Bank’s Native American Sunday dispels myths 

Zan Tracy Pender
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New Light celebrates Women’s Day
For more than 30 years, the women of New Light UMC in the Orangeburg District 
have been celebrating Women’s Day. Their program was held this year on Sunday, 
May 21. The theme of the program was, “Women of Strength, Pain and Healing,” and 
the speaker was Karen S. Waymyers, who reminded all that they can find strength 
through pain. Following the message, a portrait of the late Mrs. Berlena Jackson, 
a strong trailblazer and leader at New Light for many years, was presented to the 
church from the Jordan family. The portrait will be hung in the Sunday School room 
where Mrs. Jackson taught for almost 50 years. The president of the United Women 
in Faith is Patricia G. Walker.

Mount Seal moms enjoy fun, fellowship
Mount Seal UMC, Hemingway, celebrated Mother’s Day with an eventful weekend 
filled with fun, laughter and fellowship. Pictured are members of the church enjoying 
candle making activities on Saturday, May 13. 

Pickleball party
Murray UMC, Summerville, held a pickleball tournament Aug. 7. Here are some of the 
participants. 

SMOAKS—Ruffin Parish’s Fifth Sunday ser-
vice in July was held at Hickory Hill United 
Methodist Church.

The Rev. Adrienne Stokes and her con-
gregation were blessed with a message from 
Buckhead Kids Puppet Show. 

The show featured the Bible story of Da-
vid and Goliath and how that mustard-seed 
faith placed entirely in God gives us courage 
not to cower against giants. 

Attendees were enlightened by the come-
dic performance of Brother William Mc-
Fadden (Buckhead UMC) and Sister Marie 
Thompson (Hickory Hill UMC). 

After the service, Hickory Hill UMC’s 
Youth Chairperson Bridgett Brown, along 
with MacKenzie Washington (Hickory Hill 
youth), hosted an ice cream social. 

Puppets, ice cream and comedy draw crowd 
to Ruffin Parish’s Fifth Sunday

Vanilla, butter pecan and strawberry were 
a few of the favorite flavors, and an abun-
dance of toppings—from M&M’s and cara-
mel to hot fudge, Snickers, banana and 
nuts—made everything much more fun. 

Greenwood District
Congratulations to the Rev. Scott and Frances Nurse on the birth of their fourth grand-

child. Russell William Nurse was born to Jennifer and Trevor Nurse and welcomed home by 
big sister Vivian. Rev. Nurse is the pastor of St. John’s UMC, Batesburg.

Spartanburg District
Central UMC, Spartanburg, will host “Brian McLaren’s Four Stages of Faith” on Wednes-

day nights Sept. 6-Oct. 11 beginning at 6:30 p.m. For more information, contact the church 
at (864) 582-7263.

Around the Districts

Twists and Turns 
Zion UMC, Lancaster, held a “Twists and Turns” themed vacation Bible school this 
year. Participants gathered Aug. 6-10 for the fun. 

The signs are all around us. The 
shift in energy, the change in the 
“feeling” of our world, the percep-
tion that nothing is as it should be 

any more. Perhaps we just feel unsettled, as if 
there is no longer a safe connection with who 
or what we are.

When we turn to our leadership for 
answers, we find they’re busy mismanaging 
what they are elected to care for with wisdom 
and responsibility. It just seems as though ev-
eryone in the world has decided to look out 
for themselves and have become lost in a sea 
of selfish indulgence or control without con-
science. Integrity and morality are now just 
empty words. What we used to be shocked by 
is now common culture, and modern news 
media has turned into a voice for anyone 
who shouts loudly or pays their bills.

Our faith culture of religious and worship 
organizations, most with a less-than-stellar 
history, have mostly lost their voice and their 
following because they lost their sight. Our 
own Methodist brand, who coined the vision 
of transforming the world, forgot to guard 
the door to the big house and completely 
missed the self-serving saboteurs sneaking 
into the leadership ranks. Their greedy mis-
sion is nearly complete, but their victory by 
any means is shameful.

In Romans 12:2, Paul writes: “Do not 
conform to the pattern of the world but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve 
God’s will.”  Paul was concerned that culture 
was leading us away from that which is good 
by controlling how we think, what we hear 
and what we covet. 

As each generation loses its compass, 
its conscience, the link to love and peace 
becomes weaker. Their capacity to think 
clearly and measure life against that which 

our creator intended has become skewed be-
cause the ruler with which to measure these 
things has been vandalized and is no longer 
accurate.

It is within our own hearts that we must 
seek real truth. We still have the capacity to 
transform our thoughts and actions. We are 
incredible creatures in a universe of immea-
surable splendor. We have the capability to 
transform how we think, feel and act by sim-
ply willing it so. We can renew our vision of 
our purpose in this life by renewing our link 
with God. We can relearn how to think and 
put aside the new cultural distractions so we 
can question everything through the purpose 
of our creation.

Our souls, our cosmic divine energy, don’t 
belong to us. Our creator has given each of 
us what we need to learn and grow through 
the lessons which a life on this busy planet 
can provide. In the grand scheme of the great 
everything, we are but a single atomic spark 
of energy with a mandate to learn, to love, to 
grow. God asks us to just love one another as 
he loves us. 

The signs of transformation are all around 
us. Discoveries of historical events bring 
knowledge of times of other transformations. 
New discoveries might be signs of old knowl-
edge becoming new again by revealing just 
how wide and wonderful our universe really 
is. Yet God still requires us to stop being 
stubborn and hateful and simply open our 
minds and our hearts to share his love and 
goodness with one another. If we can finally 
humble ourselves before him, the reward is 
the key to the library of all that is. 

It all begins with helping the person be-
side you. It grows healthy and happy as long 
as it’s nurtured with God’s love. Pass it on and 
watch it grow!

Barnier is a member of St. Paul, Ridgeland.

View from the Pews
by Bill Barnier

Transformation

ADVERTISE HERE!
Toni Strawther  |  advocatesales@umcsc.org 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
METHODIST CONFERENCE
CREDIT UNION

*Savings * Certificates * Loans* 
All SC United Methodist Eligible to Join

800-532-8814 or scmccu.org

Photo by Matt Brodie

The hands and feet of Jesus
Billy Robinson, coordinator of the Early Response Team for South Carolina United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission, shows off a toy chainsaw outside the ERT trailer, 
which was parked at the entrance of the Florence Center during Annual Conference. 
ERT volunteers are specially trained men and women who, in the event of a disaster, 
are among the very first people to go into an area and assist with everything from 
muck-out work to tarping roofs. For more information or to learn about trainings, con-
tact Robinson at brpraisejesus@aol.com or 803-539-8429.

The South Carolina Conference 
United Women in Faith is making 
exciting plans to celebrate our up-
coming annual meeting as women 

united in our faith to be God’s loving hands 
and Jesus’ supportive voice for all women, 
children and youth. 

Our theme is “Unity in Christ” focusing 
on Ephesians 4:2-3. 

This year’s event is being hosted by the 
Orangeburg District and will be held at St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in Aiken 
on Oct. 20-21. The Rev. Shirley Peterson 
Gordon will be our keynote speaker. She is in 
ministry with the Wesley Foundation in the 
Orangeburg area, so she will be bringing uni-
versity students along with her to participate 
in the program.

The Orangeburg District Superintendent 
the Rev. Ken Nelson will be preaching at the 
Friday evening Communion service. 

We will hold one group workshop ad-
dressing our national focus on climate 
justice. Charlotte Ward of Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby will be the workshop leader. Ward 
will also have a display area set up during 
our registration check-in time to provide 
resources and ideas on how to better care for 
God’s world.

Other activities will include meeting with 

our conference coordinators to discuss our 
areas of mission and view their displays. We 
will have a greeting card station to provide 
supportive messages to the clients and staff of 
our state mission projects, Columbia Bethle-
hem Community Center; Killingsworth; The 
Bethlehem Center, Spartanburg; and Wallace 
Family Life Center. Cards can also be created 
for the residents and staff of Brooks-Howell 
Home. Attendees are also welcome to bring 
greeting cards from their units.

Our young women’s Limitless team will be 
collecting useful items for Stand at the Cross-
roads Ministries, a local mission organization 
in Aiken. Their director, Debbie Lamb, will 
be sharing information about this ministry.

Of course, we will be acknowledging all 
the great work being done by our districts 
and local units this year.

Be sure to register by Sept. 30 to take 
advantage of the lower registration fee. The 
fee will increase in October. Contact your 
district officers for registration forms. 

You can also get the registration form and 
more information in the September issue of 
our Mission Echo newsletter at https://www.
umcsc.org/women.

Roys is SCCUWF vice president/program 
coordinator.

United Women in Faith to hold 51st annual meeting 

     United Women in Faith
by Kathy Roys

By Zan Tracy Pender
Many Americans believe scalping started 

with American Indians. Scalping and Indians 
are often synonymous. But what are the facts 
about the origins of scalping? Is what we 
think we know fact or myth?

Scalping is the act of cutting or tearing 
part of the human scalp, with hair attached, 
from the head and generally occurred in 
warfare, with the scalp being a trophy. 

Scalping independently developed in 
various cultures both in the Old and New 
Worlds. The earliest example dates back 
to Mesolithic period, 5,000 years ago in 
Sweden, where a man was found in a grave 
who had been scalped. The Scythians, who 
lived-in present-day Iran, collected scalps 
from their defeated foes 2,500 years ago. In 
England in 1036, Early Godwin was respon-
sible for scalping his enemies. In Asia, evi-
dence showed scalping was practiced by the 
Longshan culture from 3000 to 1900 BC. In 
the Americas, scalping occurred in Central 
and South America in 600 AD. 

Every society had some type of human 
war trophy. In the Old Testament, David and 
his men killed 200 Philistines and collected 
their foreskins for the king (1 Samuel 18:27).

Archaeologists examining Native Ameri-
can skeletons near the Illinois river found 
one skull with circular incisions around the 
crown validating scalping. The skeleton dated 
from 700 AD. The Crow Creek town mas-
sacre site in South Dakota, with the remains 
of around 486 skeletons, revealed male skulls 
with the telltale cuts of scalping, but the 
women and children killed were not scalped. 
These remains were pre-Columbus, dating 
back to 1325. Frenchman Jacques Cartier 
was one of the first Europeans to witness and 
documented a collection of scalps by a tribal 
chief named Donnacona near Quebec City.

The bottom line is that humans from 
all areas of the globe practiced scalping as 
a means of taking trophies or evidence of 
killing another human being. Europeans 
had the means, roads and tools where heads 
could easily be collected as trophies or proof 
of death. Instead of carrying something so 
heavy, some American Indians collected 

scalps. Scalping varied by region. There is 
little evidence of scalping in the Pacific-
Northwest. When reviewing all of the avail-
able data, the most logical conclusion is that 
Europeans knew how to scalp and used it 
prior to arrival in the New World, and Native 
Americans knew how to scalp and used it 
prior to European arrival. Both sides contin-
ued the practice after European arrival in the 
New World. 

European contact accelerated scalping in 
the New World. English settlers around 1697 
began to use the term “scalping” as a verb. 
Bounty was a European innovation. Ameri-
can colonies paid bounties for Indian scalps. 
Europeans commercialized scalping, offering 
100 pounds for a male Indian scalp. Both the 
French and the British encouraged Native 
tribes to scalp their Native and European 
rivals and collect money based on the num-
ber of scalps turned in. The French were also 
known for collecting scalps.

In contrast, some Native tribes had dif-
ferent names for scalping depending on the 
process, types of scalps or tribe from which 
the scalp was collected. Men often shaved 
their heads but maintained a scalp-lock of 
hair that had cultural and religious signifi-
cance. In some tribes, loss of the scalp-lock 
would mean being a pariah, or cast out while 
the taker celebrated obtaining the scalp-lock 
as a great honor. For some Native peoples, it 
ranged from a war souvenir (a trophy), proof 
of warrior skills, payback, a way to tally cred-
its or the number of dead in warfare.

Contrary to popular belief, scalping itself 
was not a fatal operation. American history is 
full of survivors, both Native and European. 
Taking a person’s scalp did not guaran-
tee death. Most commonly, the scalp was 
removed after death. In conclusion, scalping 
has origins in societies across the global that 
developed independently of each other. It 
was not something unique to Native Ameri-
can culture. European arrival increased 
scalping and commercialized it for profit. Yet 
Native culture believed in a tooth for a tooth 
or an eye for an eye, so it was appealing. Both 
sides have their own unique origins and 
faults when it comes to scalping.

Origins of Scalping

Native American Ministries

Photos courtesy of Eugenia Vicars

Pack the Backpack
St. Paul UMC, Greenville, located in the West End, held a back-to-school event on 
Sunday, Aug. 6. Called “Pack the Backpack,” the event was held in the afternoon in 
the fellowship hall. Families were invited from around the Greenville area to come 
choose free school supplies to be ready for the start of the 2023-2024 school year. 
Members and the children attending the church’s vacation Bible school collected the 
school supplies that were given away at the event. The VBS children collected more 
than $300 in their offering for the week to help purchase headphones and earbuds for 
the event. The Rev. Matt Greer, St. Paul pastor, estimated they served 300 students.

Photos by Daryl Rishforth

Happy hearts
Memorial United Methodist Men at Memorial UMC, Greer, partnered with Emmanuel’s 
Hammer to assist a woman in Greer whose porch railing was deteriorating. A great time of 
fellowship was had by all as they repaired the home in the name of Jesus.
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South Carolina Camps and Retreat Ministries hosted a summer filled with fellowship, 
adventure and spiritual growth across the state. 

At Asbury Hills Camp & Retreat Center, in Cleveland in the Upstate of South Carolina, 
the camp celebrated serving more than 1,000 campers. The summer theme was “Strive,” and 
campers learned how to live out 1 Timothy 4:12. 

Sea Islands Camp & Retreat Center, on Johns Island, opened to groups this spring and 
served close to 300 people on the coast. Many groups came to Johns Island from various 
states around the country for spiritual retreats, service weekends and fellowship. 

At Camp Providence, on Lake Hartwell in Anderson, Providence Church held summer 
worship services through the summer, and these will end Labor Day weekend. Campers 
and various scouting troops were on the lake throughout the summer for waterfront pro-
grams and camping experiences. Camp Providence also unveiled a Donor Recognition Tree 
this summer honoring the financial gifts given toward the property’s development. 

And in July, SC Camps & Retreat Ministries partnered with the Florence District to 
provide a neighborhood day camp program to local churches in Florence. Connectional 
relationships were fostered and wonderful memories were made.

It has been a fruitful summer of growth, outreach and discipleship at camp proper-
ties. South Carolina Camps & Retreat Ministries strives to serve churches throughout the 
conference with access to quality facilities and programs that serve all people for Christian 
birth, growth and renewal. 

Camps & Retreat celebrates a summer of ministry

At Asbury 
Hills, campers 
learned how 
to live out 1 
Timothy 4:12. 

By the Rev. John Sterling Poole
Campus ministry is a rhythmic ministry. We move with 

the semesters. 
Fall is our kickoff, with recruitment, fun-filled retreats, 

cookouts, pumpkin carving, midterm mania, Friendsgiving 
and the Christmas send-off. Spring holds the statewide Wes-
ley Retreat, leadership recruitment, spring break trips, beach 
days, graduations and May trips. 

Then comes summer. Plenty of people have told me how 
nice it must be to be in campus ministry because we have 
summers off. They said the same thing when I was a public-
school teacher. The myth is that campus ministry has sum-
mers off. 

The truth: Summer is crazy busy. Looking over this 
past summer, it has been jam-packed with so much for the 
Charleston Wesley Foundation. Early to mid-May holds 
graduations, graduation parties and move-outs. Obviously, 
the staff of Charleston Wesley Foundation wanted to see each 
of our seniors graduate, and some of them wanted us to come 
to their parties (i.e., they wanted a graduation gift!). After all 
of that, they needed help moving out of their dorms. 

We then had a trip to Nicaragua where the students en-
gaged in food ministry, vacation Bible school, construction, 
music, and prayer work. That was May.

June held Annual Conference in the beginning of the 
month, and then we kicked off our summer studies. I re-
minded my students (to an annoying degree) that they need 
to rest from schoolwork, not Jesus. We offered a Zoom study 
on Monday nights for students from all over the country 
to join in to learn about the Fruit of the Spirit. We offered 
an in-person Wednesday night meeting for students in the 
area where we studied Revelation. Beyond that, we went to 
a Riverdogs Baseball Game, recruited at College of Charles-
ton orientations, visited churches, planned the fall semester 
schedule and prayed over next steps. That was June.

July started with a Fourth of July Cookout for the students 
who didn’t have family or friends to celebrate with. Instead, 
they celebrated with their Wesley family. We continued with 
our summer studies, continued recruiting and continued 
visiting, planning and praying. We also got a crew together to 

do some painting on one of the hottest days of the summer. 
Needless to say, we didn’t paint as much as we wanted, but the 
students had fun. We also began planning our fall retreat and 
our welcome week events. That was July.

August found us resting briefly before everything went 
into overdrive with the start of the school year.

One thing to note, too, is that fundraising is a major focus 
over the summer in order to raise enough support to actually 
minister to the students during the school year.

All-in-all, it doesn’t look like we had the summer off. And 
that’s OK—the Holy Spirit revealed itself in tremendous ways 
this summer. 

We had the opportunity to worship on Sunday mornings 
in 10 different sanctuaries. Some services were traditional, 
and some were contemporary. Some were historical churches, 
and some were newer. Some churches were predominantly 
White, and some were predominantly Black. My students got 
to see God glorified in different ways with different lenses. We 
broke down the services afterwards in order to understand 
the liturgy and tradition behind everything. The questions 

around the table were seminary-level, and they began to 
detect patterns between churches.

On one of the Zoom studies, a student who was studying 
abroad in Greece stayed up until 2 a.m. in order to join our 
Zoom because he wanted to learn about love in a biblical 
context with his Wesley friends. 

Another new student bravely showed up to one of our 
Wednesday night Bible studies and confessed immediately 
that he had never read a word from the Bible. (Revelation was 
quite the doozy to get started with!)

Five students sacrificed the first part of their summer to go 
down to Nicaragua in 110+ degree temperatures in order to 
worship God and boldly pray over complete strangers.

One student was sent to Fort Knox for boot camp for the 
Army. Missing Wesley so much, he started leading his own 
Bible study with his comrades.

Another student showed up to three different recruiting 
sessions in order to testify to what God has done in her life 
through the Wesley Foundation while she juggled summer 
school, a full-time job and a personal life.

But perhaps my favorite moment from this summer was 
the Fourth of July Cookout. My wife and I hosted it, and we 
were thrilled to bring the grill out, set up an inflatable pool 
and have a Spikeball tournament. However, five minutes in, 
we were rained into the house with six students. Instead of 
segmenting off into the living room, den and dining room 
with plates, the students dragged every chair they could find 
to the dining room, and we all sat together enjoying the food 
we made for each other.

The summer was a busy season for Charleston Wesley 
Foundation. However, it was so very worth it. Should you run 
into your area’s Wesley director or your campus chaplains, 
be sure to ask them what God did this past summer. I’m sure 
each of us has a story to tell about God working even though 
most of the students are gone. And please pray for us as we 
continue what God started this summer.

Learn more about Campus Ministries here: https://www.
umcsc.org/campus-ministries/

Poole is director of Charleston Wesley Foundation.

Campus Ministry mythbusting

Many think campus ministers have the summer off. (Nope!)

A stellar VBS
Calvary UMC, Swansea, held a “Stel-
lar” vacation Bible school in July. The 
children’s mission project at VBS was Op-
eration Christmas Child. Children brought 
items for the OCC shoeboxes that will be 
packed by the Calvary United Women in 
Faith. Here, Maddie and Jameson Yon 
display items collected at the VBS. 

Young leaders
On Aug. 6, Manning UMC, Manning, held 
a Youth Sunday during which the high 
school youth presided over the entire 
service. Gabriel Collier gave the mes-
sage, and John William assisted with the 
service by reading Scripture, being an 
acolyte and giving the benediction. An-
sley sang “Oceans” during the offertory.  
Hunter and Ryleigh assisted as greeters 
and ushers as well as during the offering. 
Pictured Gabriel (left) and John William.
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October is
Pastor Appreciation Month

This fall, you have the opportunity to recognize
the pastor of your church with an appreciation ad.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and churches can celebrate 
their pastor through special ads in the Advocate.

Three sizes are available (all 5.088" wide): 
Small (1" tall): $38

Medium (2" tall): $76
Large (4" tall): $152

Email text to atrussell@umcsc.org
or send to 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203.

Deadline is Sept. 6.

located in West Ashley, about 10 miles away. The women 
were White, Smalls said, and Mount Carmel’s membership is 
totally African American. 

And when he spoke with them, he instantly knew: His 
prayers had been answered.

It turns out the women had felt the Lord lead them to 
Mount Carmel with a surplus of food they had been distrib-
uting to another nearby food ministry. Further, they said, 
their pastor had been praying about starting an outreach 
ministry with another church downtown. Would Smalls 
consider partnering with them?

“I said twist my arm,” Smalls recalled, laughing. “Yes!”
Now, every Thursday Coastal Community brings a size-

able supply of food to Mount Carmel—fresh produce, fresh 
meats, as well as a host of nonperishable items—and restocks 
the blessing box and refrigerator at the church. 

Then, on the first Saturday of every month, they come to 
Mount Carmel with a group of about 50 people, towing grills, 
food, clothing, blankets, ice cream, snow cone machines, 
jump castles and more to the church for a big community 
outreach day. Droves of people come by for giveaways and 
fellowship, all entirely free.

Smalls said they come in, cook all the food, serve, clean up 
and take the trash with them as they depart. 

“When they’re gone, you wouldn’t even know they were 
there—it’s all cleaned up. They even bought all the items for 
our back-to-school giveaway.”

Coastal Community’s outreach pastor, Chris Jones, calls 
the Saturday crew their “tailgating team,” and he said it is a 
blessing and an honor for them to serve with Mount Carmel 
in this way. 

“It’s all about coming together to be the church together 
and show the love of Christ in that community,” Jones said. 

As is the case in so many large cities, Jones said, the people 
who live near Mount Carmel experience great need on so 

many levels.
Meeting those needs is what Coastal’s partnership with 

Mount Carmel strives to do, Jones said.
“It’s meeting the physical needs of the people, yes, but 

these people also need to know the love of Christ.”
Smalls agrees. He said Coastal Community also provides 

biblical tracts, and they witness about Jesus to the communi-
ty, encouraging neighbors to come to the church on Sunday. 
About six people have started attending the church who 
hadn’t come before. 

Smalls said he’s also struck by the fact that God clearly 
put both churches together—one Black, one predominantly 
White. 

“This is poignant,” Smalls said. “We have crossed racial 
lines within two churches in serving a community which 
consists of underserved people of all races. For me this speaks 
volumes to the true definition of being ecumenical.”

Coastal also has a bed ministry with several carpenters in 
the church, and if Mount Carmel learns about anyone in need 
of a bed, they build it, deliver it, set it up and bring a mattress, 
all at no charge.

“It almost sounds corny, but I thank these people so much 
because it’s a prayer answered,” Smalls said. “There’s no way 
they could have known our need other than God revealed 
it to them. Here I was, heartbroken because we could not 
continue to do what we were doing. … Now here’s the Coastal 
Church coming each week, bringing all the food, and we 
don’t have to buy anything. You just cannot rationalize this. 

“It’s definitely a move from God.”

UMC as a charitable entity and created a 
GoFundMe campaign, as well as begun 
seeking grants for the project. To date, Eccles 
said, they have raised nearly $15,000 toward 
the goal, and they also discovered a historic 
preservation grant from the state that can 
possibly help, though that grant cycle doesn’t 
start until the end of the calendar year.

The church is also hosting a Gospel Sing 
at the site of the old church to help raise 
awareness and funds for the restoration. The 
event is set for Sunday, Sept. 24, from 6:30-8 
p.m. at Eccles UMC, 1696 Eccles Church 
Road, Huger, SC 29450. Eight groups/singers 
are on the lineup, to include the Cordesville 
Quartet, Kristina Wren Gaskins, J.R. Mor-
ris, Tonya Berry, Brenda and Earl Morris 
Ashleigh Rolader, Jodi and Dale Nobles and 
Perry Gaskin. A love offering will be ac-
cepted. 

Eccles UMC set up a Facebook 
group to encourage support for the 
project at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/266805578870292, and several have 
commented on what the old church means 
to them. 

One woman reminisced about all the fam-

ily reunions held there when she was a child, 
running in and out of the structure with her 
cousins. Others pledged support for the proj-
ect and urged others to do the same. 

Platt said the beauty of Eccles UMC is in 
its simplicity. 

“You can feel the presence of the Lord, 
and you feel peace when you step inside,” 

Platt said, and the whole setting ties in with 
the natural beauty of the forest all around 
it. “A huge Christian concept is loving our 
world, being stewards of the garden God gave 
us, and there’s something about that church 
that brings it all together for me.”

While they are first focusing on the three 
major structural needs, the historic preser-

vation class identified several priorities for 
the structure, all of which Platt and fellow 
organizers hope to tackle in time. 

First-priority items include repairing a 
compromised corner post; removing sid-
ing on the front wall; bracing stud walls as 
needed to address a slight bow in the wall; 
and adding collar tie or ceiling joists to the 
end of the building to help strengthen the 
end wall. Second steps include removing sid-
ing from entire façade to allow structural re-
pairs; adding flashing and repairing cornices 
as needed; salvaging as much original siding 
as possible; installing new replace-in-kind 
siding as needed to supplement the salvaged 
original material; repairing historic windows 
where possible/as funding allows; replac-
ing other windows as necessary; repointing 
brick piers as needed; repairing metal roof 
cladding or replace existing; limewashing or 
using an opaque stain to coat the exterior sid-
ing; and repairing the exterior doors where 
possible.

Last steps include sanding and refinishing 
the pine flooring; limewashing or paint-
ing the interior paneling; and removing the 
concrete steps.

To access the Eccles UMC GoFundMe 
campaign, visit https://gofund.me/40380764.

ECCLES RESTORATION: Being ‘stewards of the garden’
From Page 1

ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP: ‘It’s a prayer answered’
From Page 1

“You can feel the presence of the Lord, and you feel peace when you step inside,” Platt said.

About six people have started attending the church who 
hadn’t come before, the pastor said.

One of the Advocate Press’s authors, Ste-
phon Void,  was featured recently on United 
Methodist Communications’ popular “Get 
Your Spirit in Shape” podcast.

In his July 21 interview with Crystal 
Caviness, Void shared about his new collec-
tion of grief and healing poetry published 
this spring by the Advocate newspaper’s 
publishing arm.

Void wrote poems to help cope with his 
father’s terminal cancer diagnosis, as well as 
his own chronic health concerns. The po-
etry collection is titled “A Healing Journey.”

A native of Bowman, Void holds a 
Bachelor of Science in biology and a 
Master of Science in biotechnology from 
Claflin University of Orangeburg. He is 
currently the nuclear magnetic resonance 
technician in the Department of Chemis-
try at Claflin University. He is a certified 
lay servant in the South Carolina United 
Methodist Church at New Covenant UMC. 
His first book, “From My Heart to Your 

Eyes: Poems of Faith and Social Justice,” was 
published by the Advocate Press in 2021.

Check out the podcast, including a full 
transcript, at https://www.umc.org/en/
content/a-poetic-journey-to-healing-with-
stephon-void-gysis-145 

To learn more or purchase Void’s book, 
it’s available on Amazon or at https://www.
advocatesc.org/books.

Author Stephon Void featured on UMCom 
‘Get Your Spirit in Shape’ podcast

xxxxx
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While Salkehatchie returned in 2022, it 
was a much smaller version. The 318 camp-
ers worked on 33 homes in 11 camps, largely 
doing outdoor work such as roof jobs and 
ramp construction. 

Although 2023’s Salkehatchie was smaller 
than it was pre-pandemic, which typically 
saw about 45 camps and 2,500 campers, 
Salkehatchie tripled the number of camps 
and volunteers this summer from last year. 
Organizers hope that growth will continue.

Those involved said it felt good to be back 
to relative normal after COVID.

“A big concern was recruiting youth, 
ages 14-17, who never had the opportunity 
to participate before. It was exciting to see 
the youth showing up and most pledging to 
return next year,” Hart said. 

One of those new youth was Cameron 
Connor, 17, who volunteered at the Santee 
Camp and said the experience “changed his 
life.” Salkehatchie is already on his calendar 

for next July, and he plans to invite friends to 
join him. 

Another Salkehatchie first-timer, Landon 
Gurley, worked at the Lancaster Camp and 
told the Advocate he can’t wait to return next 
year. 

Gurley said the experience was a win-
win for everyone, and it felt good, as “I was 
with my friends and having fun and doing 
something good for someone.”

While Salkehatchie is part of the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church, volunteers do not need to be 
Methodist to participate. 

Hart said they will continue, as always, to 
be open to anyone outside of the UMC who 
wishes to join in efforts to improve the living 
conditions of neighbors in need.  It’s also 
open to volunteers beyond South Carolina, 
she said, noting a youth ministry director 
from Massachusetts brought his youth to 
Harvest Camp in Dillon.

For many churches, she said, Salkehatchie 
has been the impetus behind the establish-

ment of their youth program. 
“I hear many churches complaining that 

they have no youth in their congregations,” 
Hart said. “But I also have heard youth 
directors mention how Salkehatchie was the 
kick-off to building a youth program in their 
church.”

It’s not uncommon for those who volun-
teered as a youth to continue coming back 
year after year, eventually becoming a camp 
director and even bringing their own chil-
dren to Salkehatchie when those kids turn 
14 and become old enough to participate. 
For example, Hart said Eryn Price Wilson 
was a youth at Harvest Camp 15 years ago 
when she was 15. She became the assistant 
camp director in Williamsburg County for 
two years and now is camp director for the 
new Rock Hill Camp. Ward Smith started 
at 14 at the Santee Camp and today serves 
as that camp’s director. Others “have all re-
ceived the torch and are carrying it into the 
future,” Hart said, such as Jonathan Calore, 
Kemper Moody, Robert Harrelson and Gary 

Graham.
Hart offered huge thanks to all the 

churches who helped feed Salkehatchie 
campers, offer lodging space or give dona-
tions. Without that support, she said, Salke-
hatchie could not continue. 

June 2023 camps were 2 Rivers, Baker 
Creek, JET, Penn Center, Piedmont, Sumter, 
Sand River, Winyah Bay, Lancaster, Catawba, 
Jenkinsville, Union, Bishopville, Marlboro 
Flowers and Rock Hill.

July 2023 camps were Lake City, Foot-
hills, Bamberg, Black Swamp, Calhoun 
County, Circuit Rider, Edisto Island, 
Fairfield, Harvest, Santee, Moncks Corner, 
Columbia, Emerald City, North Augusta, 
Newberry, Clover and North Strand. 

Hart said Salkehatchie leaders are plan-
ning now for next year’s camps and hope to 
release the camp dates and begin registration 
this fall. 

For more on Salkehatchie or to get  
involved, visit https://www.umcsc.org/ 
salkehatchie.

SALKEHATCHIE SUMMER: Planning now for 2024 camps
From Page 1

A happy homeowner tries out his new steps thanks to 
the hard work of the Rock Hill camp.

One team, including this volunteer, built a new ramp for 
a homeowner through the Columbia camp.

Camp directors Ward Smith and Kemper Moody 
assess a home under repair.

Youth volunteers at one of the Santee homesites didn’t let the heat stop them from putting a new roof on a man’s home during one of 
the hottest weeks of the year.  

Volunteers at this homesite, part of the Santee Camp, re-
paired one roof and re-shingled another.Volunteers team-carry a chop saw at the Columbia camp.

Safety first! A volunteer holds a ladder for another working on 
a roof at the Rock Hill camp.

Volunteers load debris into a wheelbarrow at the Lancaster 
camp.
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COLUMBIA—Northeast United Method-
ist Church will dedicate its prayer labyrinth 
Sunday, Sept. 10. 

The dedication will take place at 4 p.m. 
at the church, located at 4000 Hard Scrabble 
Road, Columbia. Along with the labyrinth, a 
walking path with prayer benches was added 
to the campus, as well as a directional map 
and permanent sign to explain the labyrinth. 

The hope is the space will be a place of 
respite for individuals to have time with God. 

Labyrinths have long been associated with 
the journey of life, and in medieval times 
they were symbolic of the pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem in the Christian imagination. Praying 
with a labyrinth is a form of walking medi-
tation, a physical expression of the interior 
journey toward Christ that characterizes all 

Christian contemplation.
In addition to dedicating the labyrinth, 

Dr. Melanie Dobson will teach three classes; 
Dobson is a United Methodist elder, pro-
fessor at Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary and director of the Spiritual Direc-
tion Certification Program. Titled “Practices 
of Presence: Prayer for Life’s Journey,” they 
focus on prayer for our life’s moments (days 
and weeks). 

The classes are scheduled for Thursday, 
Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m., “Practicing the Presence: 
Welcoming God in Life’s Moments”; Thurs-
day, Sept. 21, 6:30 p.m., “Practicing Aware-
ness: Discerning God’s Presence in a Day 
(Examen)”; and Thursday, Sept. 28, 6:30 p.m., 
“Practicing Sabbath: Resting with God in a 
Week.” Childcare will be provided.

This was made possible by Relevance 
to Resonance: Exploring the Practices of 
Transcendence in Ministry and Congre-
gational Life by Lilly Endowment Inc. in 
association with Luther Seminary. 

For more information, contact Northeast 
UMC’s pastor, the Rev. Antoinette Gaboton-
Moss, at 803-736-6386 or magaboton-moss@
umcsc.org.

Northeast UMC to dedicate prayer labyrinth this month

Labyrinths have long 
been associated with 

the journey of life, and in 
medieval times they were 

symbolic of the pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem.
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SOUTH CAROLINA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS

By authority of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, I hereby fix these appointments for the South Carolina Annual Conference for the 2023-2024 conference year. 
As commissioned, licensed, consecrated, or ordained members of the covenant of ministry, let us offer ourselves without reserve to the responsibilities and opportunities of these 
appointments.

          L. Jonathan Holston Resident Bishop
          South Carolina Annual Conference
          June 6, 2023

AL Administrative Location (¶ 359)
AM Associate Member (¶¶ 322, 369.1, 635.2h)
AF Affiliate Member (¶¶ 334.5, 344.4, 586.4)
DC Deaconess (¶ 1913.2)
DM Diaconal Minister (2004 Discipline ¶ 369.1)
DR Retired Diaconal Minister (consecrated under provisions of 1992 or 

earlier Discipline) (¶ 357)
FD Deacon in full connection (¶ 330)
FE Elder in full connection (¶ 335)
FL Full time Local Pastor (¶ 318.1)

HL Honorable Location\Honorable Location Retired (¶¶ 358.1, 358.3)
LM Certified Lay Minister (¶ 268)
OA Associate Member of other Annual Conference (¶ 346.1)
OD Deacon Member of other annual conference (¶ 331.8)
OE Elder Member of other annual conference or other Methodist 

denomination (¶346.1)
OF Full Member of other denomination (¶ 346.2)
OP Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR Retired Member of other Annual Conference (¶ 346.1)
PD Provisional Deacon (¶¶ 324, 325)

PE Provisional Elder (¶¶ 324, 325)
PL Part-time Local Pastor (¶ 318.2)
RA Retired Associate Member (¶ 357)
RD Retired Deacon in Full connection (¶ 357)
RE Retired Full Elder (¶ 357)
RP Retired Provisional Member (¶ 357) (prior to Jan 1, 2013)
RL Retired Local Pastor (¶¶ 320.5, 327.7)

Not a Disciplinary Code: SY - Other Supplies – Used by GCFA for assigned 
pastors

ANDERSON DISTRICT
(45 charges; 68 churches)

STEVE A. PATTERSON JR., DS 6

ABBEVILLE:
 Grace – Claire C. Van Den Berg (PE) 1
 Main Street – Brandon L. Fulmer 3
 Sharon-Smyrna – Richard A. Powell (PL) (1/2) 3
ANDERSON:
 Anderson Circuit – Annie K. Jackson (PL) (1/2) 6

(Mount Pleasant, Mount Sinai, Emmanuel)
 Homeland Park – Michael L. Vandiver (RE) (1/4) 3
 Marshall Memorial-Ebenezer – Bruce Sayre (RE) 1
 New Hope – Mari Gonlag (OE)(¶346.1) 3
 North Anderson Charge – Cyrus D. Rogers (RE) (1/2) 9

(John Wesley, Sandy Springs)
 South Main Chapel and Mercy Center – Kurt L. Stutler 

(OF)(¶346.2) 10
 St. John’s – W. Kevin Cooley 2
 Thompson Centennial-Fairfield – Hal B. Johnson (PL) 

(1/2) 7
 Toxaway – Freda A. Brock (PL) (1/2) 8
 Trinity – Roy M. Mitchell (OE)(¶346.1) 4
  Minister of Discipleship and Outreach – Kathryn M. 

Bariou (PD) 2
 Zion – Beverly CroweTipton 8
BELTON:
 Latimer Memorial – Daniel K. Fortney (OF)(¶346.2) 3 
 Union Grove – Amy D. Bratton 12
CALHOUN FALLS:
 Calhoun Falls – Franklin D. McCoy (RE) (1/2) 5
CENTRAL:
 Mount Zion – Jonathan D. Harris 5
CLEMSON:
 Clemson – Thomas B. Wilkes III, 2
  Associate & Campus Minister – Steven P. Simoneaux 

Jr. 11
  Discipleship Minister – Margaret H. Wilkes (FD) 2
 Lawrence Chapel – J. Gregory Martin (FL) 1
DUE WEST:
 Gilgal-Shiloh – Jason E. Taylor (PL) (1/2) 2
EASLEY:
 Arial-Tabor – Roger M. Gwinn (RL) 20
 Bethesda – A. Judson King 4
 Easley Charge – LaTonya Monique Dash 2

(Easley Chapel, John Wesley)
 Fairview-St. Paul – J. Kevin Gorry (RE) (1/2) 8
 First – Michael J. Hood 3
  Minister of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries – 

Deana Gentry (FD) (1/2) 6
HONEA PATH:
 Trinity-Donalds – Christopher E. Arries 1
IVA:
 Bethel-Ruhamah – Marguerite K. “Kempie” 

Shepard (RE) 1
LIBERTY:
 Liberty-Zion – Peggy J. Garland (RE) (1/2) 6
  Associate – Ronald E. Bentley (FD) (1/4) 3
PENDLETON:
 Pendleton – Richard R. Howell Jr. 2
 Pendleton Charge – Carleathea L. Benson (RL) (1/2) 3

(Bethel, Central)
PICKENS:
 Grace – Valerie K. Mireb 3
  Minister of Visitation – Charlie Brookshire (RL) 

(1/4) 1
 Mount Bethel-Porter’s Chapel – Brenda W. Durham 

(RL) (1/4) 2
  Co-Pastor - Joe D. Durham (RL) (1/4) 2
PIEDMONT:
 Shiloh – Benjamin W. Herlong 3
SENECA:
 Ann Hope-Friendship – Gregg S. Varner (RL) (1/2) 1
 New Harmony-Robinson Chapel – Bernetha W. Orr 

(PL) (1/2) 8
 St. Mark – S. Alexander Stevenson 1
STARR:
 Starr Charge – Michael L. Vandiver (RE) (1/2) 3

(Hebron, Starr)
TOWNVILLE:
 Dickson Memorial – W. Wallace Culp III 1
WALHALLA:
 St. Luke – Kevin B. Lindley 6
WESTMINSTER:
 Double Springs-Rock Springs – James R. McDowell 

(PL) (1/4) 3
 Hopewell – James R. McDowell (PL) (1/4) 6
 Westminster-Chicopee – Jeffrey J. Hogan (PL) (1/2) 3
WILLIAMSTON:
 Grace-Pelzer – Edna R. Bowers (PL) (1/2) 2
 Williamston Charge – Gwendolyn Brown (SY) 1

(New Golden Grove, Moores Chapel, St. James)

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Patterson Jr., Steve A. – District Superintendent, 

Anderson District 6
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency: 

None

Other Valid Ministries:
Glaze, Lane C. – President/Chair, One Eleuthera 

Foundation of the U.S., Clemson CC 4
ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES
Spurrier, Ryan G. – Campus Minister, UNC Chapel Hill, 

North Carolina Conference, Clemson CC 9
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
FAMILY LEAVE
Boatwright, Megan Augustine – Clemson CC 2
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
Holtzclaw, Kitty C. 2
HONORABLE LOCATION
Evatt, John Robert Fulton – Mt. Zion CC
HONORABLE LOCATION – RETIRED
Workman, George M. 

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers
Allinder, Joseph E.
Ashmore, E. Warren
Batson, Dan L.
Beaudrot, Gayle M.
Benson, Carleathea L. (RL)
Bowers, Randall E. (RL)
Brookshire, Charlie (RL)
Bryant Jr., T. Lee
Bynum, William H.
Cannon, Barry W.
Carlisle, Robert N.
Claytor, Robert B.
Cleasby, Bruce
Cox, H. Michael
Durham, Brenda W. (RL)
Durham, Joe D. (RL)
Ethridge, Bobbie R. (FD)
Eubanks, Robert L.
Farley, William B.
Ford, Julian R.
Franklin, E. Herbert
Freeman, John M.
Garland, Peggy L.
Gary, Clara M. (RL)
Gorry, J. Kevin
Gwinn, Roger M. (RL)
Hartsell, Franklin D.
Hendry, Joyce S. (RL)
Kelley, Patrick H. (RL)
Lack, P. Michael (RL)
Leppard, James F.
Lewis, Sinclair E.
Marsh, Ed C.
Marsh, Eileen C.
Massey, Ronald J. (RL)
McCoy Sr., Franklin DeWitt
McNatt, Linda M.
Medlin, Anthony Steele
Mims, Louis M.
Mitchell, Paul C.
Morgan, Steven D.
Owens, Kenneth D.
Patterson, Stanley B.
Pearce, Roger Wayne
Petry, Scott
Ray, Marie E.
Reynolds, Nena
Rogers, Cyrus D.
Sayre, Bruce
Shattuck Sr., Leslie J. (RL)
Shepard, Frederick J.
Shepard, Marguerite K.
Stillwell, Robert E.
Thompson, Morris C.
Vandiver, Michael L.
Varner, Gregg S. (RL)
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers:
Brashear, Carolyn Elaine – Trinity CC 1
Fuhr, Ann Barton – Lawrence Chapel CC 20

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired:
Edens, Mary Lou – Main Street, Abbeville CC 21

CHARLESTON DISTRICT
(54 charges; 69 churches)

SANDRA STEVENS-POIREL, DS 8

BONNEAU:
 Berkeley Circuit – James Lewis (PL) (1/2) 7

(Eccles, Hoods Chapel)
CHARLESTON:
 Asbury-St. James – Timothy G. Shaw (PL) (1/2) 18 
 Bethany – Susan M. Pennock 3
 Bethel – Susan P. Leonard 6

 Centenary – Lorenzo Moses (1/4) 20
 Cokesbury – Bryan W. Pigford 2
 Epworth – Vivia L. Fowler (FD) (1/2) 2
 Grace – Benjamin O. Burt 3
  Associate – Kim M. Bryant (PD) (1/2) 1
 John Wesley – Kenneth B. Timmerman 4
  Associate – TBS
 Midland Park –Millard Cooper Stonestreet (RE) (1/2) 2 
 Mount Carmel – Nathan Smalls 4
 New Francis Brown – Morris Waymer Jr. 8
 North Charleston – Daniel R. Griswold 3
 Old Bethel – David V. Washington (FL) 3
 St. Andrews Parish – Brent L. Dehlbom (FL) 2
 St. Mark – Edward J. Stiltz (FL) 3
 Trinity – Michael D. Wood (PL) (1/4) 1
 Washington – Kerry Brisbon (PL) (1/2) 3
 Wesley – Eleanora C. Ellington 2
CROSS:
 Cross Charge – Davie Sanders 5

(Eccles, Hoods Chapel)
 Greater St. Paul – Raymond P. Gibbs (FL) 2
EDISTO ISLAND:
 Edisto Island-Wesley Memorial – Kevin P. Stroop 9
FOLLY BEACH:
 Folly Beach – Randall W. Horres (FL) 8
GOOSE CREEK:
 Goose Creek – George Palmer Hudson (FL) 1
 St. James – Joshua W. Tietje (OE)(¶346.1) 2
HOLLYWOOD:
 Ravenel – Len C. Ripley (RL) (1/4) 6
 Wesley – Dwight A. Nelson 6
HUGER:
 St. Thomas Charge – Cheryl G. Johnson 2
  Associate – Lee M. Johnson (PL) (1/2) 2

(New Hope, Stewart Chapel, Zion)
ISLE OF PALMS:
 First – Charles Andrew Phillips 1
JAMESTOWN:
 Jamestown Charge – J. Kris Bergmann (PL) (1/2) 2

(Mount Zion, New Hope, St. James)
JOHNS ISLAND:
 Johns Island Parish – Pattie E. Gordon 6

(Bethlehem-St. James, New Webster)
 Wesley – Doris R. Bright 2
LADSON:
 Wesley – Curnell Graham (OE)(¶346.1) 1 
McCLELLANVILLE:
 Sewee Santee Charge – Roye Lynn Kulik (RE) (1/2) 5

(McClellanville, Ocean Grove, Wren’s Chapel)
MONCKS CORNER:
 Centenary – Eleanor Cooper Brown (PL) (1/2) 
 Ebenezer – Michael David Wood (PL) (1/4) 2
 Joshua – Mae Frances Taylor 18
 Moncks Corner – Randall L. Haase 2
 Smyrna – William “Bill” Masciangelo (RL) (1/2) 5
MOUNT PLEASANT:
 Hibben – Sara A. White 5
  Associate – Katherine A. Brock (FD) 3
PINOPOLIS:
 Wesley – Shamond Riddy (OF)(¶346.2) 3
RIDGEVILLE:
 Lebanon Charge – W. Michael Bruce (RE) 4

(Lebanon, Spring Hill)
ST. STEPHEN:
 All Saints Charge – Marvin Taylor Jr. (PL) (1/2) 2

(Cordesville, New Light)
 Bethel – Cindy S. Shaw (PL) (1/2) 14
 Jehovah – Tony Richardson Sr. (PL) (1/2) 9
 Mount Nebo – Richard Irving (PL) (1/2) 8
 St. Stephen Charge – Lena Elizabeth Murdock (SY) 

(1/2) 1
(Rehoboth, St. Stephen)

SUMMERVILLE:
 Bethany – Michael D. Ritter Sr. 2
  Associate – TBS
 Boone Hill – Sheldon L. Withrow (FL) 4
 Enoch Chapel-Grove Hall:
  (Enoch Chapel) – Victoria Richardson (RL) (1/4) 19 
  (Grove Hall) – Virginia B. Stafford (RL) (1/4) 20
 Knightsville – Robert E. Harper (FL) 7
 New Hope – A. Robert Nix (RE) 2
 Stallsville – Robert L. Rabenstein III (RL) (1/2) 1
 Summerville Parish – Darlene Brenda Richardson 

(PE) 1
(Murray, Wesley)

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Poole, John (FL) – Director, Charleston Wesley 

Foundation 2
Stevens-Poirel, Sandra – District Superintendent, 

Charleston District 8
Walker, Suzanne – Congregational Specialist for 

Charleston/Walterboro Districts, Cokesbury CC 5
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency:
Everson, Jason D. – Chaplain, US Navy, Chapel of 

Hope, Yokosuka, Japan, Isle of Palms CC 7
Flessas, Daniel – City of Charleston Emergency 

Management, Executive Department, Hibben CC 4
Grant, George Henry – Director of Research in Faith and 

Health, Emory University, Atlanta, GA, Bethel CC 24 

Moses, Lorenzo – Chief Chaplain, Ralph H. Johnson VA 
Medical Center, Centenary CC 29

Other Valid Ministries:
Mazyck, Bernett W. (FD) – President/CEO, South 

Carolina Association of Community Development 
Corporations, Murray CC 11

Meadows, S. Aaron – Chaplain of SC Corps of Cadets 
and Director of Religious Activities, The Citadel 
Military College of SC, Trinity-Charleston CC 2

Taylor, Kelli W. – Vice President for Campus Ministry 
and Community Engagement, Methodist University, 
Fayetteville, NC 9; Cameron UMC NC Conference 
(1/4)

Wicklund, Carly – Staff Chaplain, Pediatric Staff Chaplain 
UNC Health Care – Chapel Hill, NC, Bethel-
Charleston CC 2

APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES
Burgess, Adriane – Associate, St. Mary’s Road UMC, 

South Georgia Conference 5
Nix, Soon S. (FD) – Associate, Korean Church of Atlanta 

(3/4), North Georgia Conference 4
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Reams, Richard H. - Bethel CC 3
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE – None
HONORABLE LOCATION – None
HONORABLE LOCATION – RETIRED
Clardy Jr., Cermette
Lupo, David E

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Alewine, James Edwin
Belec, J. Peter
Bines, Lee
Brisbon, David A.
Broomall, Richard A.
Brown, Joanne E.
Brown III, Major
Bruce, W Michael
Cash, H. Carroll (RL)
Clendaniel, Donald
Cubie, James (RL)
Davis, Gloria R.
Davis, Lillie K.
Deal, Alice L. (Ally)
Derrick, Barbara A.
Dingle, Shirley (RL)
Dowdle, Frances Debra (RA)
Edwards, Annette C.
Felder, William H.
Fender, Genevieve M. (RL)
Gaither, Stephen D.
Garrett, Jo Ann (RL)
Houston, D. Mitchell
Hughes, Elizabeth C.
Hughes, Jessie Clark
Hunter, James C.
Hyatt Jr., James
Ivey, Ruth Ann (FD)
James, David
Jefferson, Ethel Gethers
Jones, Alfonza (RL)
Jones, Clayton (RL)
Kulik, Roye Lynn
Lee, Robert E. (RA)
Locklair, Josephine M.
Mabey, Janice L. (RL)
Masciangelo, William R. (RL)
McFadden, Vivian
Miller, Bonnie (RL)
Myers, John David
Nix, A. Robert
Ott, Burton
Rabenstein, Robert (RL)
Ratledge, Jackie S. (FD)
Reeves, Timothy S.
Richardson, Victoria (RL)
Ripley III, Leonard (RL)
Rodeffer, Larry William
Rogers-Berry, Richard
Smith, David S.
Smith, Debra Quilling
Stafford, Virginia (RL)
Stanton, Talmadge
Stonestreet, Cooper
Tanner Jr., William (RL)
Washington, Lillian
Wilson Jr., Harlan E.
Wilson, Rufus L. (RL)
Younker, Ellen A.
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

STATUS KEY

Continued on next page

Editor’s note: These are the perfected appointments. 
An earlier version ran in the July edition that included 
churches whose votes to separate from the UMC were 
approved at Annual Conference, and those churches 

appeared as a strike-though.
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DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

COLUMBIA DISTRICT
(49 charges; 52 churches)

FRANCES M. ELROD, DS 2

BLYTHEWOOD:
 Trinity – Scott W. Smoak 4
  Associate – Meegian A. Gossard 1
 Upper Richland Charge – Robert V. McDowell (OR)

(¶346.1) (1/2) 1
(Beulah, Oak Grove)

 Zion – J. Scott Matthews (PL) (1/4) 6
CAYCE:
 Cayce – Meghan L. Sweeney Cook 4
COLUMBIA:
 Asbury Memorial – Ashley McCoy-Bruce 2
 Ashland – J. Scott Efird 5
 Bethel – Julie Songer Belman 6
 Bluff Road – Jeremiah F. Page (PL) (1/2) 2
 Fair Lawn – John M. Williams III 5
 Francis Burns – Geneva G. Stafford 5
 Grace – W. Everette Haselden 5
 Greene Street – Kermit C. Moss (SY) (1/4) 1
 Heyward Street – Tammy A. Blom (OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 8
 I. DeQuincey Newman – Frank V. James (RE) (1/2) 2 
 Journey – George A. Ashford 17
 Main Street – Kermit C. Moss (SY) (1/4) 1
 McLeod – Jerry O. McLemore (SY) (1/4) 3
 Mill Creek – Sharon L. Long (PL) (1/4) 13
 North Columbia Charge – Ralph C. Young (RL) (1/2) 5

(Mount Pleasant, St. John)
 Northeast – Antoinette Gaboton-Moss (FL) 2
 Rehoboth – Laurie G. Brandes (FL) 1
 Shandon – C. Smoke Kanipe 8
  Associate – James A. Grubb 6
  Minister of Music and Arts – Donald E. Huss Jr. (FD) 

13
 St. Mark – Margo W. Williams (SY) (1/2) 1
 Suber Marshall Memorial – Marion Aldridge (OF)

(¶346.2) (1/4) 5
 Trenholm Road – James L. McCoy-Bruce 2
  Associate – Mollie B. Reddic 1
 Director of Music Ministries – Sarah T. Fletcher (FD) 

(3/4) 15
 Virginia Wingard Memorial – Beth S. Faulk (OF)

(¶346.2) 4
 Washington Street – Rebecca J. Shirley 3
  Associate for Nurture/Discipleship Development – 

Alston F. Lippert (PL) (1/2) 7
 Wesley – Tiffany D. Knowlin 9
 Whaley Street – Susan D. Culler (HL) (1/2) 3
 Windsor – Leatha W. Brown 6
ELGIN:
 West Kershaw Charge – Stewart C. Kidd Jr. (PL) (1/2) 8

(Ebenezer, Salem, Smyrna)
GILBERT:
 Beulah – Anthony S. Rowell 11
 Gilbert – Mark E. Thompson (RE) (3/4) 3
 Shiloh – John N. Kronz (FL) 1
IRMO:
 Salem – Jeffrey W. Childress 3
 Shady Grove – Tammy N. Grey 6
 Union – Stephen P. Taylor 8
  Associate – Faye J. Jones (FL) 2
LEXINGTON:
 Boiling Springs – Stephan D. Elkins (FL) 1
 Faith – Hope R. Morris 5
 Lexington – James S. “Mack” McDowell 2
 Red Bank – W. Clay Faulk (OF)(¶346.2) 4
WEST COLUMBIA:
 Brookland – Christopher Mark Payne (PL) (1/2) 5
 Mount Hebron – Cynthia C. Taylor 2
  Associate – Morgan B. Byars (PE) 2
 Platt Springs – Debbie H. Miller (RL) 2
 Shiloh – Sandra G. Stillinger (PL) (1/4) 6
 Trinity – John D. Jordan 6
WINNSBORO:
 Fairfield Circuit – Benjamin R. Rogers (FL) 4

(Bethel, Monticello)
 First – Frances S. Connell 1
 Gordon Memorial-Greenbrier – Thurmond “Kem” 

Thomas (RE) 3

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Arant Jr., A. Melton – Coordinator of Clergy Services, 

Zion (Anderson) CC, 4
Boyd, Fadetra H.- Chaplain and Director of Spiritual Life, 

Columbia College, FrancIs Burns CC 2
Brum, Sonia Ely – Manager of US Missionaries and 

Diversity Relations, GBGM, Mount Hebron CC 11
Elrod, Fran M. – District Superintendent, Columbia 

District 2
Friday, James L. – Director of Congregational 

Development, Wesley UMC CC 5
James, Katherine L. (FD) – Epworth Director of Church 

Relations, Trinity, Sumter CC 5
Lollis, Christopher M. – Conference Pension and Health 

Benefits Director, Shiloh, Gilbert CC 6
Smith, Millie Nelson – Director, S.C. Conference 

Connectional Ministries, St. Paul, Camden CC 4
Strawther, Walter E. – Congregational Specialist for 

African American/Columbia/Hartsville Districts, 
Shandon CC 3

Vincent, Robert M. – President, SC United Methodist 
Foundation, Salem, Irmo CC 6

Wall, Tom H. – Director, Wesley Foundation, USC, 
Washington Street CC 34

Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency:
Byrd, Lara Caulder – Chaplain, United States Navy, 

Lexington UMC CC 5
Evans, John D. (RE) – Pastoral Counseling, Licensed 

Marriage and Family Therapist, Columbia, 
Washington Street CC 29

Fink, Adrienne H. (FD) – Chaplain, Prisma Health 
Department of Spiritual Care and Education, 
Washington Street CC 9

Middleton, N. Nichole – Chaplain, Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, Trenholm Road CC 14

Other Valid Ministries:
Kennerly, Kenneth R. (RE) – Counselor V.A. Medical 

Center Addiction Treatment Unit, Columbia, Trinity, 
West Columbia CC 44

Murray, Elizabeth (FD) – American Church in Paris, 
Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults, 
Lexington CC 3

Rhyee, Luke Moon Taeg – Missionary to Guatemala, 
Mission Society, Columbia Korean CC 9

Sipes, Jeri-Katherine Warden – Assistant Chaplain, 
Heathwood Hall, St. Mark CC 3

APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES
Rogers, James B. (PE) – Minister of Youth and 

Technology, St. Luke UMC, North Carolina 
Conference 3

APPOINTED IN OTHER METHODIST DENOMINATIONS – None
PERSONAL LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Hoin, Jon A. – Union (Irmo) CC 2
Relaford, Sara E. – Union (Irmo) CC 2
Young, Amanda T. – Mount Hebron CC 5
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE – None
HONORABLE LOCATION
Arant Jr, M. David
Culler, Susan – Washington Street CC
Middleton, G. Scott – Washington Street CC 28
HONORABLE LOCATION – RETIRED
Bishop, Benjamin B. – Cayce UMC CC
McCoy, Glenn – Main Street CC 22
McDonald, Neal “Lex” – Shandon CC 24
Pearcy, English B. – Trinity UMC-West Columbia CC

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Adams, James C.
Alexander, Robert E.
Alley, Joseph W.
Anderson, David L.
Arant Sr., Athon M.
Arant, James S. (RD)
Arant, Ruth H. (RD)
Ballenger, Walter C.
Barnes Jr., Rudolph C. (RL)
Barwick, Kenneth W.
Bauknight, David D.
Bauknight, John M.
Bell, Michael C.
Bigelow, Archie R.
Borom, W. Robert
Bowman, Timothy J.
Branch, Charles S.
Bratton, Scott
Britt, W. Donald
Brooks, Boyce F.
Buie, Franklin B.
Childs, William R. “Bill”
Chong, Yu Fong
Collier, Elizabeth Jane
Cooper, Wiley B.
Cothran, Lee J.
Cox, Albert L.
Cox, Robert L.
Culp, John W.
Culp, Karin B.
Day, David W.
DeDonato, David M.
Dodds, Roger R.
Edwards, Charlie A.
Etheredge, Ernest C.
Evans, John D.
Evans, William F.
Gramling, Roger M.
Griffin, M. Kathryn
Gunn, James H.
Harmon, Paul W.
Harmon, Samuel K.
Hays Jr., Lawrence F.
Helms, Lois
Henry-Crowe, Susan
Holler, John E.
Horne, R. Wayne
James, Frank V.
Johnson, Mary L.
Jones, Joel R.
Jones, Thom C.
Kennerly, Kenneth R.
Kinnett, Paul “Mac”
Laney, Sterling S.
Lare, Marvin I.
Lavender, Phil C.
Lee, Young In “David”
Mayfield, Patricia P.
McDowell Jr., Edward H.
McDowell, Robert V (OR)
McKeown, Robert E.
Middleton, Albert
Middleton, Evelyn C.
Miller, Debbie H. (RL)
Miller Jr., Noble F.
Mims, John W.
Moore II, Raymond L.
Morris, Franklin D.
Moseley, Diane A.
Nates, James H.
Paik, Miyoung
Parrish, Patricia J.
Pearson, John C.
Phillips, Gary D.
Reynolds, Phillip M. (RL)
Rodgers, Augustus
Rowell, Eldridge R.
Scott Jr., Otis
Simmons, Colin E.
Steil, W. Edwin
Stephens, Faye J.
Summers, Thomas A.
Taylor, Randy M.
Teague, Willie S.
Thomas, Thurmond K.
Thompson, Mark E.
Tuell, James
Ulmer, B. Susan
Walter, Ted H.
Watson, J. Austin
Watson, Joe Cal
Westerkam, Diana C.
White, Toni L.
Williams, Robert T.
Williams, Thurmond
Wilson II, Joseph A.
Yongue, Neil M.
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers:
Carter, R. Fletcher, Virginia Wingard CC
Quackenbush, Lillian – TBD
Walker, Cheryl – Wesley CC
Watson, Carol Hart, Main Street CC

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

FLORENCE DISTRICT
(51 charges; 67 churches)

TERRY FLEMING, DS 6

CADES:
 Bethesda – Shawn Chestnut 2
 Faith – Edward R. McKnight (OF)(¶346.2) (1/4) 8
 Hebron-Pergamos – Karen McElveen (PL) (1/2) 2

(Hebron, Pergamos)
FLORENCE:
 Central – Thomas Smith 5
  Associate – Ann Kovan 2
  Minister of Faith Formation & Discipleship – Meg 

Jiunnies (FD) 7
 Cumberland – Martin L. Quick (PE) 2
 Dawsey – Frankie “Dusty” Owens (FL) 2
 Friendship – Gerald Camlin Wilder II (SY) 1
 Highland Park – Katherine Haselden Crimm 1 
 Mount Zion – Palma Duncan Thomas (PL) (1/2) 3 
 Quinby-Bethsaida – Gerald L. Truluck (RL) 19
 Salem – Briant S. Mungo (PL) (1/2) 8
 St. Paul – Bette A. Hedden (PE) 2
 Wesley – James Peterson (PL) (1/2) 2
GREELEYVILLE:
 Greeleyville Parish – Mildred M. Brown (SY) (1/4) 1

(Wilson Chapel, Long Branch)
HEMINGWAY:
 Jeremiah – Norma Bartelle (PL) (1/4) 3
 Mount Seal – Cynthia B. Williams (PL) (1/4) 3
JOHNSONVILLE:
 Johnsonville – John Crouch (RL) (1/2) 6
 Johnsonville Circuit – Michael B. Henderson (RE) 3

(Brown’s Chapel, Vox Memorial)
JORDAN:
 Jordan Charge – Leo Wesley Roy (FL) 2

(Jordan, Union, Bethlehem)
KINGSTREE:
 Asbury – Patrick M. Wilson Sr. (PL) (1/4) 2
 Bethel – Louis R. Ashley 5
 Elijah – Henry James Dixon Jr. (PL) (1/4) 1
 Jerusalem – Isiah Brown (RL) (1/2) 1
 Kennedyville – Norma D. Bartelle (PL) (1/4) 9 
 Kingstree – Tom Easttey (OR)(¶346.2) 1
 Mount Zion – Keith Hunter 2
 St. Mary – Edward R. McKnight (OF)(¶346.2) (1/4) 1
 St. Michael – Barry S. McFadden (1/2) 8
 St. Paul – Jerry L. Gadsden 5
LAKE CITY:
 Lake City – Carsten Aubrey Bryant 1
 Lake City Circuit – Mark Mitchell 3

(St. John, St. Luke, Ninevah)
 Lake Point – Franklin Delano James (RL) (1/4) 1
 Mount Beulah – Benjamin Graham (RL) (1/2) 5
 Wesley Chapel – Amiri B. Hooker 5
LYNCHBURG:
 Lynchburg Charge – Jimmy M. Ridenhour (RL) 31

(Lynchburg, St Luke, Trinity)
 New Haven – Samuel B. Cooper (RE) (1/2) 8
 St. Paul-Elliott – Pernerva Thomas (PL) (1/2) 2
 St. Paul-Wisacky-Warren Chapel – Evelyn Fulmore 

(PL) (1/2) 4
MANNING:
 Manning – David McManus Jr. 3
MORRISVILLE:
 St. Paul – James Pressley (PL) (1/4) 2
NESMITH:
 Friendship – Ernest Frierson 2
PAMPLICO:
 Bethlehem – Regena Swanson (FL) 3
 Pamplico – Gary Newton Lowe (OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 1 
PINEWOOD:
 Pinewood Charge –  Nancy Adams (PL) (1/2) 1

(Pinewood, Paxville, Andrews Chapel)
SCRANTON:
 St. John Charge – Samuel Earle Marcengill (RE) 

(1/2) 1
(Scranton, St John, Nazareth-Olanta)

SHILOH:
 Asbury – Corey LaSane (PL) (1/2) 2
 St. John – Gracie Singletary (PL) (1/2) 5
SUMMERTON:
 Summerton – Jennifer Alana Price (SY) 1 
TIMMONSVILLE:
 Mount Zion – Jimmie W. Duncan (PL) (1/4) 9
 St. Luke – Jimmie Duncan (PL) (1/4) 3
UNION:
 Union-Elim Charge – Richard Carl Jayroe (RL) 2

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Fleming, Terry – District Superintendent, Florence District 

6
Jordan, Lou (SY) – Director, Francis Marion Wesley 

Foundation 10
Congregational Specialist Florence/Marion Districts 

– TBS
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency:
Morrison, David Todd – Chaplain, United States Army, 

Highland Park CC 14
Other Valid Ministries: None
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES – None
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE – None
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None
HONORABLE LOCATION – None
HONORABLE LOCATION – RETIRED
Turbeville, Wright

 
RETIREMENT

Retired Ministers:
Abraham, Ebbie (RL)
Altman Jr., John M. (RL)
Bailey, Harold Jack
Best, Kay Adams
Bragdon, Dannye O.
Brown, Isiah (RL)
Brown, Matthew C.
Brunson, Ashley C.
Calcutt Sr., Randall L.
Cooper, J. Jeannetté
Cooper, Samuel B.
Crouch, John (RL)
Edwards, Joyce M.
Epps, Hazel (RL)
Gain, George R. (RA)
Gaskins, Joshua (RL)
Graham, Benjamin (RL)
Henderson, Michael B.
James, Franklin (RL)
James, Lindora (RL)
James, William S. (RA)
Jayroe, Richard (RL)

Lawson, Willie
Marcengill, Sam
Marcy, David
McKnight, Shirley (RL)
Morehead, G. Dane
Parker, Greta Louise (RL)
Perez, Lou (RL)
Pietila, Thomas C.
Poston, Joseph A (RA)
Ridenhour, Jimmy (RL)
Sellers, John A. (RA)
Smiley, John C. (RL)
Snowden, Mary (RL)
Snowden, Rufus (RA)
Thomas, John Pinckney (RL)
Truluck. Gerald (RL)
Wagnon III, Leon L.
Watson, Jerry M.
Watts, John (RL)
Westfall, Myrna K. (RA)
Williams, G. DeVere (RA)
Wilson, Charles K.
Wilson, Willie
Retired Missionaries: None

 DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

GREENVILLE DISTRICT
(50 charges; 57 churches)

JAMES D. DENNIS JR. 4

EASLEY:
 North Easley Charge – Brian Lee Underwood (PL) 

(1/2) 1
(Dacusville, Antioch)

FORK SHOALS:
 Lebanon – Carol J. Bratcher (SY) (1/4) 2
 Pisgah-Oak Hill – Joseph D. Cate (SY) 2
FOUNTAIN INN:
 Trinity – Shawna M. Darnall 2
GRAY COURT:
 Bramlett – John E. Fahrney (OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 6
 Gray Court – Michael Wayne Maston (SY) (1/4) 1
 Green Pond – Michael Wayne Maston (FL) 1
 Owings – Terry LeRoy (SY) (1/4) 3
GREENVILLE:
 Aldersgate – Michael S. Bingham 5
 Berea Friendship – C. Davon Harrelson (FL) 6
 Christ – Larry G. Smith (RL) (1/2) 23
 Disciples – Narcie McClendon Jeter 1
 East Greenville Charge – LaShelia M. Wyatt 5

(Wesley Chapel, Allen View)
 Francis Asbury – Ronald Edward Cook (SY) (1/4) 2
 Greenville Parish – Brenda R. Washington (PL) (1/2) 15

(Minus Chapel, New Beginnings Mission)
 John Wesley – Daniel T. Hembree (OF)(¶346.2) 3
 Laurens Road – Laura R. Bratton (1/2) 13
 McBee Chapel – Laura Martin (SY) (1/4) 1
 Monaghan – Patricia Dianne Boyer (PL) (1/2) 1 
 Northside – Anthony A. Harder (FL) 3
 Salem – Eric B. McKee Sr. (FL) 4
 South Greenville Charge – Redonia M. Thomas 8

(Bethlehem, Laurel Creek)
 St. John – Martha Ann Johnson (PL) (1/4) 1
 St. Mark – Charles “Tony” Owens (OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 1
 St. Matthew – Kurt A. McPherson 2
  Associate – Janice Hughey (PL) (1/2) 1
 St. Paul – Matthew E. Greer (FL) 2
 The Gathering – New Church Start – Karen Lail 

Jones (FD) 1
  Associate – James F. Patterson (RE) 1
GREER:
 Faith – Michael Cheatham (LM) (1/4) 2
 Few’s Chapel – John A. MacKeil (LM) (1/4) 4
 Grace – Angela M. Etheredge-Erwin 1
 Greenville Korean Mission – Kyu-Seok Shin 11
 Greer Circuit – Twana R. Cruell (FL) 2

(Bethel, St. Paul)
 Jackson Grove – Alice E. MacKeil (RE) (1/4) 5
 Liberty Hill – Nelson L. Stokes (RE) (1/2) 7
 Memorial – Perry D. Evatt 2
 Slater – Wesley Manly (SY) (1/2) 1
 Victor – Debbie Pisor (FD) (1/2) 7
 Wood’s Chapel – Paul David Wilmer (RL) (1/4) 7
PIEDMONT:
 Augusta Road – David B. Smith 9
 Piedmont – Richard W. Waldrep (RE) 2
SIMPSONVILLE:
 Advent – Timothy J. Rogers (RE) 1
  Associate – Rachel Witt Carosiello 3
  Associate – TBS
 Bethel-Ebenezer – Bradley Thompson (FL) 2
 Hopewell – Donald R. Brown 7
 Simpsonville – J. Michael Smith 6
TAYLORS:
 Lee Road – Rusty Godfrey (FL) 2
 St. Mark – Carlton J. McClam Sr. 1
 St. Matthew – Amenti Sujai (FL) 3
TRAVELERS REST:
 New St. Luke – James L. Drummond Jr. (PL) (1/2) 9
 Travelers Rest – Christopher Brian Gilmer 1
  Associate – Christine M. Matthews (3/4) 8
WOODRUFF:
 Emma Gray – Joel Andrew Watson (PL) (1/2) 9

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Dawsey, James M. – Professor, Emory and Henry 

College, Oak Hill CC 16
Dennis Jr., James D. – District Superintendent, 

Greenville District 5
Joens, Cathy Louise W. (FD) – Congregational Specialist 

AN/GV, Aldersgate CC 14
McCutcheon, Edward – Director, Wesley Foundation, 

Furman University 15
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency:
Hayhurst, Michael – United States Air Force Chaplain 16
Other Valid Ministries:
Jones, Andrew T. – 2
Pendergrass, Weston B. – Grace CC 1
Reeves-Pendergrass, Christine – St. Matthew CC 1 
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES 
Elder, James Edward (AM) – Newman Spring/Graysville 

UMC, North Georgia Conference 7 
Johnson, Angela Reneé (FD) – Minister to Children, 

Sugar Hill UMC, North Georgia Conference 6

Continued on next page

Continued from previous page
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Goldston, Michael E. – Sharon UMC CC 2
Kerlin, Laura-Allen – Advent CC 1
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
Watson, Sylvia F. 3
FAMILY LEAVE – None
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None
HONORABLE LOCATION
Blackwelder, Josh L. – Covenant UMC (Greer) CC 5 
Cox, Christopher W. – Bramlett UMC CC
Dollar, Kristin M. – Prairie Village UMC CC 4
Haney, John Stephen – Memorial UMC, Greer CC 1 
Matthews, Mary K. – Apex UMC CC

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Addis, Howard D.
Allison, Carol D.
Boyer, Patricia Diane
Brown, Billy Bowman
Callahan, John P.
Childers, R. Clayton
Cole, Joseph L. (RL)
Curtis, Brenda I.
Elliott, Nicholas
Elliott Jr., Richard F.
Errington, Joseph R.
Gannaway, Patricia A.
Gardner, Les (RL)
Gillespie, Steven D.
Gilliam Jr, James O.
Goulart, Robert I. (RL)
Griffis-Woodberry, Debra
Guffee, Michael L.
Guthrie, Linda M.
Hicks, Granville A.
Hill, Jerry M. (RL)
Howell Jr., Robert J.
Huff Jr., A.V.
Joens, Janet C.
Keely, Robert P. (RL)
Lee, Dennis R.
MacKeil, Alice E.
McAlister, J. Richard
Miller, John Teague
Mixon, Forest D.
Owens, Charles “Tony” (OF)
Parker, Fred W. (RL)
Patterson, James F.
Peterson, Gary L.
Riser, George M.
Scott, George W.
Shaw, Charles S.
Smith, Larry G. (RL)
Smith, S. Randolph
Snow, Murray A.
Stanley, Dwaine C. (RL)
Stoehr, Lorna Lee Curtis
Stokes, Nelson L.
Stout, Phillip E.
Strait, George E.
Sullivan, Patricia A. (RD)
Temple, Jerry E.
Thomas, George
Thomas, Tina
Thrailkill, Phillip
Treaster, Fred
Waldrep, Richard W.
Ward, Jon P. (RL)
Warren Jr., John L.
Watson, John H. (RL)
Wechsler, Christine MacDonald
Williams Jr, John M.
Wilmer, Paul David (RL)
Wood, Patricia S.
White, Lloyd E.
Wright, Alfred T. (AM)
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

GREENWOOD DISTRICT
(52 charges; 74 churches)

STEPHEN LOVE, DS 8

BATESBURG:
 St. John’s – Scott D. Nurse (PL) (3/4) 8
BELVEDERE:
 Belvedere – Mark English (PL) (1/2) 2
CLINTON:
 Broad Street – Justin Ritter 2
EDGEFIELD:
 Edgefield – Michael E. Evans (FL) 4
GRANITEVILLE:
 St. John-Warrenville – Kendell Healy (FL) 3
GREENWOOD:
 Aldersgate – Nona Woodle (FL) 4
 Ebenezer-Mathews Charge – Adrian Rogers (SY) 4 
 Lowell Street-Panola – Viki M. Hydrick (PL) (1/2) 2 
 Lupo Memorial – Craig Vondergeest (OE)(¶346.1) 7 
 Main Street – Steven P. Keck 2
 Mount Carmel – Donald Black (LM) (1/4) 4
 Mount Lebanon-Kinards – Arthur Gamble (PE) 4 
 Rehoboth – Carol Peppers Wray (RE) 9
 St. Mark – Jason Glen Wilson 1
  Associate – Joseph Gambrell (FL) 3
  Associate – Robert T. Lybrand (PL) (1/4) 3
 Tranquil – John P. Bolin 3
 Trinity-Harris Charge – Thessa G. Smith (PE) 2
 Troy – P. Kile Antone (PL) (1/2) 1
JOANNA:
 Epworth-Springdale – Joie Rogers (SY) (1/4) 1 
JOHNSTON:
 Johnston-Harmony – Amanda G. Richardson (PE) 3
KINARDS:
 Hopewell-Sharon Charge – Kathy Cinnamond (SY) 

(1/4) 1
LANGLEY:
 Capers Chapel – Donna Eidson (RL) (1/2) 4
 Langley – Graham Bennett (FL) 3
LAURENS:
 Central-Trinity – Myra Taylor (PL) (1/2) 3
 First – Asa Gray Stallworth (FL) 2
 St. James – Clyde Scott (RE) 2
LEESVILLE:
 Leesville – Shawn Armstrong 3

McCORMICK:
 Plum Branch Charge – Susan Galasso (OF)(¶346.2) 3

(Republican, St. Paul)
NEWBERRY:
 Central – Laura Canine Parrish 1
 Epting Memorial-Lebanon – William A. Hightower (PL) 

(1/2) 9
 Lewis Memorial-Ebenezer – James H. Counts Jr. (RL) 14
 Trinity-New Chapel – Douglas Benton (RA) 3
NINETY SIX:
 Cambridge – Henry Brooks Sr. (PL) (1/2) 6
 St. Paul – Scott Gilmer (PE) 3
NORTH AUGUSTA:
 Grace – Catherine Jamieson 2
 Associate – TBS
 Associate – Ashley Buchanan (FL) 2
POMARIA:
 Mount Pleasant-O’Neal Street – Darlene Kelley 3
 Pomaria Charge – Jesse Rogers (FL) 3

(Caper’s Chapel, New Hope)
PROSPERITY:
 Wightman – Ben Barnett 4
 Zion – Ralph T. Bowling III 7
RIDGE SPRING
 Ridge Spring Charge – John Timothy Jones (PL) (1/2) 2

(Ridge Spring, Spann)
SALUDA:
 Bethany – Mark English (PL) 2
 Bethlehem – Charles Adams (RL) (1/2) 8
 Crossroads-Martha’s Chapel-Mays – Gerald F. 

Clinkscales (PL) (1/2) 3
 Emory-Nazareth – Kenneth Freeman 6
 St. Paul – Cameron Levi 3
 Zoar – James Evans (SY) (1/4) 2
TRENTON:
 McKendree – Kile Antone (PL) (1/2) 4
 Trenton – Durand Hall (PL) (1/2) 5
VAUCLUSE:
 Vaucluse-Pentecost – Patrick J. Taylor (OE)(¶346.1) 

(1/2) 2
WARE SHOALS:
 Mount Bethel-King’s Chapel – Vincent Davis (PL) (1/2) 2
 Ware Shoals-Harmony – William F. Rogers III (RE) 9
WATERLOO:
 Soule Chapel – Emil Finley (RL) (1/2) 5
 Waterloo – Dan S. Bradley (RE) 9

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Copeland, Jennifer E. – Executive Director, NC Council 

of Churches, Broad Street CC 9
Love, Stephen L. – District Superintendent, Greenwood 

District 8
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency: None
Other Valid Ministries: None
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES – None
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Hendrickson, Eric – Wesley UMC North Georgia 

Conference CC 5
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
Surrett, David Cofield 2 
HONORABLE LOCATION
Newell, John 15
 

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Adams, Charles (RL)
Alford, Judy Ann Martin
Allen, Robert L.
Anderson, Vernon O.
Benton, Douglas O. (RA)
Bradley, Dan
Campbell, J. Taylor
Charles, Ada A.
Connelly, Jacqueline
Counts Jr., James (RL)
Curry, Eugene L.
Davis, Gerald Edwin
Davis, James Ray
Eanes, Lisa Kim
Eidson, Donna (RL)
Finley, Emil (RL)
Goldie, Richard C. (RL)
Hadden Jr., O. Julius
Hadden, Miriam G.
Hudson, Blaine S.
King, Sandra S.
King, Steven M.
Long Jr., Joe N.
Lusk, T. Joseph
Morton Jr., Ted R.
Palmer, Bruce H.
Peurifoy, Harvey O.
Pickens, John Gerald
Quarles, Alan Nathan (RL)
Quarles, J. William (RL)
Rainwater, Brian T.
Rogers, Paul H.
Rogers, Sheila D.
Rogers III, William F.
Roof, Terry A.
Ruth, E. DeVon
Scott, Clyde E.
Shoemaker, Mary Jane
Smyth, Dan (RA)
Sweat, Keith (RL)
Toothe, Cheryl Dyke
Wiggins, Elwood Holler
Williams, James Haddon
Wray, Carol P.
Younginer Jr., John M.
Retired Missionaries: None

MINISTRY OF DEACONS
Active: None
Retired:
Bennett, Hazel
Osborne, Jean O.
Taylor, Bobbie Opal

HARTSVILLE DISTRICT
(63 charges; 89 churches)

TELLEY LYNETTE GADSON, DS 3

BETHUNE:
 Bethune Charge – Frederick N. Yebuah (RE) (1/2) 2

(Bethel, Sandy Grove)
BISHOPVILLE:
 Bethlehem – Rebecca D. Seymour (OF)(¶346.2) 2
 Bishopville Circuit – Angela N. Hampton (FL) 2

(New Haven, Springhill)
 Hebron – Jerry Cal McManus Sr. (PL) (1/2) 11

 Mechanicsville – Kenneth B. Middleton (PE) 2
 Mount Zion – Michael Brisbon (PL) (1/2) 1 CAMDEN:
 Camden First – Gwendolyn Thompson White (FL) 1 
 East Camden Charge – Jerry L. Dicks 5

(Emmanuel, St. Matthew)
 Good Hope Wesley Chapel – Brenda J. Thomas 3 
 Lyttleton Street – Bishop Gary Rivas (OE)(¶346.1) 3
  Associate – J. William Smith (PE) 3
 St. Paul – James P. Smith 9
 West Camden Charge – Franklin Garrett (RE) 3

(Rockspring, St. Peter)
CHERAW:
 Cheraw Parish – Sammy Pazi 2

(Bethel, Mount Zion, Wesley)
 First Church – Billy Keith Stewart (PE) 1
 Mount Olivet-Pleasant Grove – Maurice Earl Nason Jr. 

(RE) 6
CHESTERFIELD:
 Bethel-Ebenezer – Michael Steven Phares (PL) (1/2) 11
 Friendship-Mount Croghan – Charles E. Teal (RL) (1/2) 5
 Shiloh – Fred McDaniel 9
 St. Paul – Alisha Hansen (PE) 6
 Wesley Chapel – Robin Miles (PL) (1/2) 3
 Zoar – William “Billy Jack” Johnson (SY) (1/2) 5
DARLINGTON:
 Darlington Cooperative Parish* – Reginald Lee 3
  Associate – Lyndon B. Alexander II (PL) 2

(New Providence) (St. John, Wesley Chapel)
 Indian Branch-Epworth – Barbara Segars (RL) 7
 Shiloh – Darren J. McClam (PL) (1/2) 9
 St. James – Henry Ravenel 2
 Trinity – Ronald Brent Crimm (FL) 1
 West Darlington Charge – Daniel M. Hall (RL) (1/2) 3

(Bethel, Wesley Memorial)
HARTSVILLE:
 Bethlehem-Prospect – Cindy A. Rumsey (PE) 4 
 Centenary-Kingsville – Anthony D. Caldwell (PE) 5 
 Kellybell - Mary B. Burnell (PL) (1/2) 1
 Mount Beulah – Levern Epps (PL) (1/2) 3
 New Hope – Jacob McLeod (RL) 1
 New Market – Corinthia Mack (PL) (1/2) 2
 Sandy Bluff – Tiffany Redmond (OF)(¶346.2) 1
 St. Luke – Henry Murray Davis 1
 Tabernacle – TBS
 Wesley – Robert “Tony” Adams 4
JEFFERSON:
 Hopewell-Wesley Chapel – Willie Mae Cannon (PL) 

(1/2) 8
 Jefferson Charge – David E. Christopher (FL) 5

(Fork Creek, Jefferson)
 Sandy Grove-Mount Elon – Marion L. Cooper (PL) 

(1/2) 8
LAMAR:
 Elim – Julius L. McDowell (RE) 2
 Lamar – Paula Stover (FL) 3
 Lamar-Ebenezer Charge – James “Elbert” Williams 

(1/2) 3 
(Ebenezer, John Wesley, Sandy Grove)

 Lamar Parish – Emma Jones (PL) (1/2) 5
(Newman Swamp-Zion)

LUGOFF:
 Lugoff Parish – William DuBose (PL) (1/2) 3

(Mount Joshua, Mount Prospect, Shiloh)
 St. John – Angela Halter Marshall (FD) 5
 Unity – Charlie Thomas 1
LYDIA:
 Wesley Chapel – TBS
MCBEE:
 McBee Charge – Charles Gary Compton (RL) 19 

(Hebron, McBee)
 Union – Paige D. Wheeler (FL) 6
OSWEGO:
 Clark – Sarah Johnson (LM) (1/4) 1
 Oswego Circuit – Debra Anderson-Joe (PL) (1/2) 1 

(Mount Moriah, St. Mark)
PAGELAND:
 Pageland – Patricia Bowman (PL) (1/2) 4
 Salem – Jeffrey Belton (PL) (1/2) 5
 Zion-Zoar – Teri Overlees Schell (FL) 1
SUMTER:
 Aldersgate – Laura Whitt 3
 Emmanuel – James Moses Smith (PL) (1/4) 1
 Mount Zion – Troy Cato (PL) (1/2) 1
 North Sumter Charge – Marvis Stewart (1/2) 4

(Antioch, Shepherd)
 St. James – Allen Nesmith 3
 St. Mark – Darlene Dellinger (OF)(¶346.2) 1
 Trinity – Joseph R. James Jr. 7
  Associate – Rachel E. Headden (FL) 1

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Gadson, Telley L. – District Superintendent, Hartsville 

District 3
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency: None
Other Valid Ministries:
Ross, Rosetta Everna – Associate Professor of Religious 

Studies, Spelman College, St. Mark CC 30
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES – None
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
Hunsucker, Carl W. – St. Luke 3
Lane, J.C. – Mount Zion (Sumter) CC 4
HONORABLE LOCATION
Ritter, Audrey G. – Jefferson UMC CC
HONORABLE LOCATION – RETIRED
McDaniel, Linda E.
Waddell III, Howard S.

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Ammons, Gene Sarvis
Armstrong, Debra A.
Baker, Alexander
Ballard Jr., Paul McKinney
Beckom, Terry Martin
Boatwright Sr., Donald W.
Bowman, Charles Lee (RL)
Brown, Larry Richard (RL)
Compton, Charles Gary (RL)
Dargan, Bill
Dean, Dewey Levan
Dicks, John
Feagin III, Eugene L.
Flail Jr., Melvin W.
Frey, Paul
Garrett, Franklin R.
Griffith, Frank J.
Hall, Daniel M.
Herlong, Edward
Josey, Roberta
Ledbetter, Pamela

McCormick, Stephen M.
McDowell, Julius L.
McFadden, Genova
McLeod, Jacob L. (RL)
Miller, Blondell
Moore, James
Nason Jr., Maurice E.
Orr, Patricia Pepper
Parsons, Barbee Olis
Ritter II, Carl F.
Segars, Barbara
Short, Charlie A.
Shugart, Steven L.
Thackston, Thomas Reginald
Thomas Jr., Eddie (RA)
Vickers III, John H.
Watry, Philip N.
Wood, Mary Kay
Wood, Paul A.
Yebuah, Frederick N.
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

DEACONESSES
Active:
Smith, Selena Ruth – Fire Prevention Educator, Sumter, 

SC Fire Department 11
Retired: None

*The Cooperative Parish consists of churches on multiple 
charges. Churches are grouped in parenthesis based 
on charge.

MARION DISTRICT
(49 charges; 66 churches)
STEVEN LEE BROWN, DS 1

BENNETTSVILLE:
 Bennettsville Charge – Larry McCray (FL) 1 

(Aaron Temple, Ebenezer)
 Bennettsville Parish – Maurice E. McZeke (PL) (1/2) 2 

(Shiloh, Smyrna, St. Michael)
 Bethel – Jimmy Lee Burks (OR)(¶346.1) 1
 Level Green – Maye E. Malachi (PL) (1/2) 3
 Shiloh – Barbara M. Webster (PL) (1/2) 9
 Tatum Parish – Juanita B. Raber (PL) (1/2) 9

(Ebenezer, Hebron)
 Trinity – Judith A. Knox 6
BLENHEIM:
 Parnassus – Alexander J. Stoops Jr. (PL) (1/2) 16
CLIO:
 Asbury-Old Clio – Sandra D. Stubbs (PL) (1/2) 5
CONWAY:
 Antioch-New El Bethel – Richard H. Knight (RE) (1/2) 7 
  Associate – Darrell W. Ricketts (PL) (1/4) 6
 Centenary – Dennis J. Devorick (PL) (1/2) 11
 Conway First – Kyle D. Randle 12
  Associate – Emily L. Kirby (FD) (3/4) 2
 Poplar – Ken R. Carter (RL) (1/4) 2
 Salem – Joshua D. Keith (FL) 4
 Trinity – William Hubert McCown III 1
 Union – Joan E. Frenzel (FL) 2
DILLON:
 Dillon Parish – Rickey L. Stuckey (FL) 3

(Beulah, St. Luke, St. Stephen)
 Little Rock Parish – Ronald I. McCall (FL) 27

(Bowling Green, McCoy Chapel, New Holly)
 Oakland-Manning Chapel – T. Michael Summerlin (RL) 

(1/2) 13
 Union – Frank Strickland (SY) (1/4) 7
FORK:
 Hopewell – James Allen Vaught (PL) (1/4) 1 
GEORGETOWN:
 Duncan Memorial – E. Rossiter Chellis 4
 Herbert Memorial – Charles L. Wilbanks (RE) 3
 Oak Grove-Sampit – Gusta G. Ganes (RL) (1/2) 4
LAKE VIEW:
 Lake View – J. Preston Grimsley (RE) (1/2) 3
LATTA:
 Latta-Mount Andrew – Matthew C. Scott (OP)(¶346.1) 2
LITTLE RIVER:
 Little River – W. Russell Freeman 8
  Associate – TBS
 Wampee – Michael D. Byrd (PL) (1/4) 1
LONGS:
 Ebenezer – Glen W. Dameron (OR)(¶346.1) (1/2) 3
LORIS:
 Camp Swamp – Vaughn E. Chichester (PL) (1/2) 3
MARION:
 Centenary – William L. Barber (PL) (1/4) 6
 Central – Rick Callaway (SY) (1/2) 4
 Marion First – C. Nicholas Lyerly (FL) 1
 Marion Parish – Anthony Alford (PL) (1/2) 3

(Bethel, Pleasant Grove, Springville)
 Shiloh – Cynthia A. Smith (FL) 4
 St. Phillips – Ardell Washington (PL) (1/2) 9
MULLINS:
 Macedonia-Pleasant Hill – Brian E. Preveaux 3
 Mullins Charge – Mamie L. Hannah (PL) (1/2) 3

(Beulah, Shiloh)
MURRELLS INLET:
 Belin Memorial – William F. Malambri III 5
  Associate – W. Isaac Dusenbury 5
  Associate – James T. Brown 4
MYRTLE BEACH:
 Joseph B. Bethea – Kim M. Strong (RE) (1/2) 2
 Myrtle Beach First – Joel W. McMakin 2
  Associate – Michelle D. Louk (OE)(¶346.1) 2
  Associate-Spiritual Formation – Jim Creel Jr. (PL) 

(1/4) 1
 Socastee – Meredith M. Dark 2
 The Brook – Deborah M. Patterson (PE) 5
NICHOLS:
 Nichols – James Allen Vaught (PL) (1/4) 1
NORTH MYRTLE BEACH:
 Trinity – Eugene A. Aiken 2
  Associate – Edmond Daniel (RL) (1/4) 9
PAWLEY’S ISLAND:
 St. Paul’s Waccamaw – John Robert Virgin (OE)

(¶346.1) 2
SURFSIDE BEACH:
 Surfside – Mary V. Teasley 4
  Associate – Tae S. Park 3
WALLACE:
Ebenezer – Marvin W. Karn (PL) (1/4) 1 
New Hope – Marvin W. Karn (PL) (1/4) 1

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
 Kirby, Emily L. – Director, Coastal Carolina Wesley 

Foundation (FD) (1/4) 2
 Continued on next page

Continued from previous page
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Brown, Steven Lee, – District Superintendent, 
Marion District 1

Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency: None
Other Valid Ministries: None
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES – None
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
George III, Samuel B. – First UMC, Myrtle Beach CC 16 
Harper, William N. – First UMC, Myrtle Beach CC 4 
Inman, David C. – New EL Bethel CC 4
Todd, Steven M. – First UMC, Myrtle Beach CC 4
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None
HONORABLE LOCATION
Black, Michael Alec – First UMC-Conway

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Adams, Quay W.
Alexander Jr., Boyd McIver
Brittain, Thomas N.
Canine, David (RL)
Carter, Kenneth R. (RL)
Cavin, Donald E.
Chamblee, Daniel Walker
Clemons, Robert B.
Collier, C Edward (RL)
Collier, Rebecca R. (RL)
Crews, Rowan
Daniel, Edmond (RL)
Donigian, George H.
Dunn, Linda B.
Dunn, Robert E.
Dyer, Cynthia H.
Felder, William H.
Fenner, Jack L.
Forrest, Rebecca L. (RL)
Gafford, Ben M.
Gafford, Dora. R.
Ganes, Gusta G. (RL)
Green, Mary E.
Grimsley, J. Preston
Hall, James L.
Hemingway, John T. (RL)
Heustess, William H.
Howle, George K.
Inabinet, Charles R.
Jennings, Charles T. (RA)
Knight, Richard H.
Land, Kenneth S.
Lazar, Julian H.
Lewis, Harold P.
Lockard-Hawkins, Joanne (RL)
Malachi, Robert L.
Malphrus, Carolyn
McGuirt, Milton L.
McIver, Leslie H. (RD)
Norris, Gene A.
Nuckles, Marie E.
Olive, George E. (RL)
Phillips, William H.
Powers, Kathy J. (RL)
Reynolds, Daniel T. (RA)
Roberts, Marsha R. (RD)
Seaber Jr., Virgil M. (RL)
Shaw, Bobby
Smith, Ray K.
Strong, Kim M.
Stullenbarger, Harry R.
Summerlin, T. Michael (RL)
Timmons, W. Gordon
Vance, Margaret Hutcherson (RD)
Watson, Lawrence A.
Weber Jr., Stanley E. (RL)
Wicker, William T. (RL)
Wilbanks, Charles L.
Williams, J. Tom
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Leave of Absence:
Holt, Kimberly S. (DM) – Conway First CC 20
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

ORANGEBURG DISTRICT
(56 charges; 86 churches)
KENNETH L. NELSON, DS 4

AIKEN:
 St. John’s – W. Timothy McClendon 10
  Associate – Grayson L. Blackwell (FL) 5
  Associate – William David Altman II (PE) 1
 Trinity – Edward Tyler Strange 3
 Wesley – Willie W. Clark (OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 5
BAMBERG:
 Bamberg Circuit – Arthur Rose Jr. (OE)(¶346.1) 7 

(Bethel, Mount Zion)
 Barnwell Charge – George Judson Barnes (FL) 1 

(Barnwell, Siloam)
 Claflin – Louise Wright (PL) 5
 Main Street – Jackie Daniel-Hyche (PL) (1/2) 1
 Mount Carmel – Albert Shuler (OR)(¶346.2) (1/2) 4 
 Orange Grove – Sheera Yates (PL) (1/4) 1
 Trinity-Pleasant Hill Charge – Kevin F. Dalton 3
BOWMAN:
 Bowman Charge – Mary Fuller Everhart (FL) 1

(Ebenezer, White House, Wightman)
 New Covenant – Sheri Y. White 4
 Pineville-St. Stephen – Lisa C. Hawkins 5
BRANCHVILLE:
 Branchville-New Hope – Kevin L. Liles (PL) (1/2) 5
CAMERON:
 Cameron Charge – David Norris Phillips (RL) 2

(Jericho, Shady Grove)
COPE:
 Canaan – Jimmy Washington (RL) (1/2) 2
 Edisto Charge – Joel Campbell (OF)(¶346.2) (1/4) 1
  Co-Pastor – Jennifer Campbell (SY) (1/4) 1

(St. John, Union, Wesley Grove)
 Edisto Fork – Ellis White Jr. 9
DENMARK:
 Bethel Park – Javy Rudolph “Rudy” Gwaltney III (FL) 2 
 Franklin – Sheera Yates (PL) (1/4) 4
ELLOREE:
 Elloree – Richard Atkinson (FL) 2

(Elloree, Jerusalem)

EUTAWVILLE:
 Eutaw Circuit – David Fields (PL) (1/2) 2

(Eutawville, Gerizim, Target)
 Silas – Whittaker V. Middleton (1/2) 11
HOLLY HILL:
 Holly Hill – John C. Elmore Jr. 3
 Providence – Rebecca Rowell (FL) 2
JACKSON:
 Jackson Charge – S. Matt Turner (PE) 3

(Bethel, Wesley Chapel)
LIVINGSTON:
 Livingston-Pine Hill – Jim Smyrl (OR)(¶346.2) (1/2) 2
NEW ELLENTON:
 St. Paul – Joseph D. Kovas 3
NORTH:
 North Circuit – Tim Burleson (OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 1

(North, Trinity)
 St. Mark – Marvin Anthony Moss (OE)(¶346.1) 1
NORWAY:
 New Beginning – Thomas R. Sims (PL) (1/2) 7
 Norway Charge – Gary Wayne Light (OF)(¶346.2) 1 

(Lebanon, St. John’s)
OLAR:
 Olar – Patricia Dangerfield (SY) (1/2) 8

(Kearse, Mizpah, Salem)
ORANGEBURG:
 Bethel – TBS
 Cedar Grove-Forest Chapel – Harry L. Brown (PL) 

(1/2) 9
 New Light – Enrique R. Gordon 4
 North Orangeburg – J. Derrick Cattenhead 2
 Orangeburg Circuit – Lawrence Cantey Jr. 3

(Bethlehem, Mount Nebo, St. John)
 St. Andrews – Cynthia W. Muncie 3
 St. Paul’s – Fred V. Buchanan Jr. 4
 St. Stephen – Kenneth N. Carter 3
 Trinity – Eddie C. Williams 4
PELION:
 Bethel, Peachtree Rock – Robert A. Brawn (PL) (1/2) 7 
 Pelion-Sharon – Edward T. Stallworth III (FL) 3
ROWESVILLE:
 Mays Chapel – Alexander Thomas (RL) 2
 Prospect – Anthony Rivers (PL) (1/2) 4
ST MATTHEWS:
 Calhoun Charge – Karl D. Coke (OF)(¶346.2) 7

(Andrew Chapel, Wesley Chapel)
 St. Matthews Charge – Sean M. O’Neil (PL) (1/2) 1

(East Bethel, West Bethel, Mount Zion)
 St. Paul – James R. McGee (RE) 3
SALLEY:
 Clinton – Fred Andrea III (OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 5
SANDY RUN:
 Beulah – James D. Taylor III 4
SPRINGFIELD:
 Springfield Charge – James L. Fanning (PL) (1/2) 4

(Neeses, Salley, Springfield)
SWANSEA:
 Calvary-Oak Grove – Donna Lollis (SY) 2
 Swansea – Donna Lollis (SY) 1
WAGENER:
 Wagener – Jessica Kight (LM) 2
WILLISTON:
 Williston Charge – Melissa Williams (PL) (1/2) 1

(Blackville, Williston)

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Gordon, Shirley P. – Orangeburg Wesley Foundation, 

Campus Minister 5
Nelson, Kenneth L. – District Superintendent, 

Orangeburg District 4
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency:
Collingwood, Robert B. (RE) – Coordinator of Pastoral 

Care, V.A. Hospital, St. Louis, MO, Main Street, CC 35
Other Valid Ministries: None
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES
Herlong, William Douglas – Old Camp, North Georgia 

Conference 1
Perez, Nicholas – Church Hill UMC, New England 

Conference 3
STUDENT LOCAL PASTOR
Key, Christopher C. – Advance UMC, Western North 

Carolina Conference, Duke Divinity School 2
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
Arant, James Michael 3
Hall, Robbie V. 7
Powell, Rodney K. 3
Richardson, Pamela D. 3
Sistrunk, Annie H. 3

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Abram Jr., Joseph
Anderson, Minnie P. 
Belangia, IV Washington W.
Bennett, Jim T. (RL)
Boyd, Ollie M. (RL)
Caughman Jr., K. David
Collingwood, Robert B.
Copeland, Franklin E.
Elliott, John H.
Evans, John Wesley
Farmer, R. Zach
Frederick-Watts, Janice L.
Gibson, Jack (RL)
Gordon, Bobby (RL)
Griffin Jr., Alfred
Haywood, Velma M.
Lewis Jr., William Morgan (RL)
Livingston, Dewitt (RL)
Martin, Terry
McClam, Mack C.
McCutcheon, Larry D.
McGee, James R.
Miller, Anna G.
Miller III, Carey S.
Murdock Sr., Warren
Parker, Jere Keith
Parker, Larry R.
Peterson Jr., Hughie
Pettit, Ronald A.
Phillips, David (RL)
Ponds, G. Bernard
Preer, John C.
Reid, Barbara L.
Rucker, Bruce E. (RL)
Rucker, Matthew D.
Saylor, Lucinda L. (RL)
Scarborough, Kathryn W. (RL)
Shrawder Jr., Kermit O.
Stapleton, John Mason
Studebaker, Donald R. (RL)

Thomas, Alexander (RA)
Turner, Judy Hames
Washington, Jimmy (RL)
Williamson, David W.
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

ROCK HILL DISTRICT
(41 charges; 61 churches)

ANTHONY HODGE, DS 4

CHESTER:
 Bethel – Shannon Higgins (SY) (1/2) 1
 Wesley Memorial – Shannon Higgins (SY) (1/2) 1 
CLOVER:
 Clover Parish – Wade Anthony Wyatt 2

(Clover Chapel, Green Pond, Mount Harmony)
 First Clover – Tresco E. Shannon 1
FORT MILL:
 Belair-Osceola Charge – Mallory J. Nickerson 8 
 Philadelphia – David Carroll Taylor 3
 Pleasant Hill – Peter K. Berntson 1
 St. John’s – Karen H. Radcliffe 10
GREAT FALLS:
 Mount Dearborn-Heath Chapel – David Owens Ussery 

(PL) (1/2) 12
HICKORY GROVE:
 Canaan – Ken Spaulding (SY) (1/2) 1
KERSHAW:
 Kershaw Charge – G. Eddie Usher (RE) 5

(Damascus, Hanging Rock)
LAKE WYLIE:
 Good Samaritan – James Keith Sellers (OF)(¶346.2) 1
LANCASTER:
 Camp Creek-Bethesda – Michael E. Catoe (RL) (1/2) 13
 Church of the Good Shepherd-Van Wyck – Timothy 

Espar (RL) (1/2) 7
 First – Neal Y. Woods 3
 Grace-Lynnwood – Matthew Alexander (OE)(¶346.1) 

(1/2) 4
 Hopewell – Joy K. Garrison 2
 St. Luke-Salem – Barry A. Allen 2
 Tabernacle – Larry S. King (PL) (1/2) 4
 Trinity-Fort Lawn – Ruth Ann Pitt (PL) (1/2) 2
 Zion – John D. Howle (FL) 2
RICHBURG:
 Mount Prospect-Ebenezer – Cecilia M. Davis (PL) (1/4) 4
 Richburg-Pleasant Grove – Stacey C. Newlon (PL) 

(1/4) 3
ROCK HILL:
 Adnah – Michael Jarrell 2
 Aldersgate – Adlai Stephen Holler 7
 Antioch – Heather Baird 5
 Bethel – Emily Scales Sutton 3
 Cornerstone-Epworth – Irvin V. Plowden Jr. (FL) 13
 El Bethel – Nellie G. Cloninger (RE) 1
 Friendship-Heath Memorial – Karen Starr 5
 India Hook – Michael C. Walker 4
 Mount Holly – Julius Wayne Smith 6
 Rock Hill Central Charge – Athena Dickey-Cathcart 

(PL) (1/2) 2 
(Mount Olive, New Hope)

 Rock Hill South Charge – Dishawn Muldrow (PL) (1/2) 7
(Bethel, Harmony)

 St. John’s – Matthew L. Yon 1
 Woodland – Robin A. Griffeth 2
SHARON:
 Western York Charge – J. Alex Maultsby III (OR)

(¶346.1) 1
(Sharon, New Zion, Shady Grove)

YORK:
 Kings Mountain Chapel-St. Paul – H. Daniel Sullivan 

(FL) 4
 Philadelphia – Kathy D. Pryor (PL) (1/2) 3
 Trinity – Wanda D. Altman-Shirah 3
 York-St. James Charge – Thomas J. Bowman (RE) 1

(Hopewell, St. James, Wesley)

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Farnum, Charlie (OE)(¶346.1) – Director, Wesley 

Foundation, Winthrop University 4
Hodge, Anthony – District Superintendent, Rock Hill 

District 4
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency: None
Other Valid Ministries:
Richardson-Frick, Kristen – Program Officer, Rural 

Church Division, Duke Endowment, St. John’s, Fort 
Mill CC 12

Sutton, Emily Scales – Bethel Men’s Shelter 3
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES – None
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
Holder, Shelly Ann (FD) 5 
Jackson, Cassandra P. 5
Shuler, Robert L. 1
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Bowman, Thomas J.
Catoe, Michael (RL)
Chambers, G. Douglas (RL)
Chandler, Philip E.
Cloninger, Nellie G.
Correll, James L.
Drennen, Elizabeth
Drennen, Lowry T.
Espar, Timothy (RL)
Fuller, Walter Gene
Gardner Jr., Carlos O.
Gibson, John Richard
Hammett, Michael L.
Hook, Samuel Scott
Hopper, Robert C.
Hudson, Betty Kay (RL)
Jeffcoat, Ronnie L.
Leonhardt, Michael S.
Madsen, Randall A.
Ribelin, Glenn W. (RL)
Sloan, Candice Y.
Smith Jr., Franklin Oscar
Smith, Jonathan E.
Taylor, Deborah W. (RL)
Usher, G. Eddie

Vick Jr., Arthur D. (RL)
Warwick, Samuel S.
Wells, Curtis E.
Wolfe, Allen D.
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

SPARTANBURG DISTRICT
(40 charges; 59 churches)
CATHY D. MITCHELL, DS 6

BLACKSBURG
 Blacksburg Charge – Richard Charles Andrews (RL) 

(1/2) 3
(St. John, Sardis)

BOILING SPRINGS:
 New Beginnings – Joseph “Christopher” Greene 4
  Director of Student Ministry – Margaret Cantey (FD) 

(1/2) 3
CHESNEE:
 Chesnee-Fingerville – Thomas A. “Thom” Thornton 

(OF)(¶346.2) (1/2) 4
 Friends in Christ – James R. “Jimmy” Lewis (PL) (1/2) 9
COWPENS:
 Cowpens Charge – Wayne R. Major Sr. (RE) (1/2) 9

(Salem, St. Mark, St. Andrews)
CROSS ANCHOR:
 Cross Anchor Charge – Brian P. Williams (PL) (1/2) 12 

(Hebron, Cross Anchor Yarborough)
 Golightly-Tabernacle – Steven Lapham (LM) (1/2) 2
DUNCAN:
 Tyger River Charge – Susan Yvonne “Suzy” Sullivan 

(PL) (1/2) 2
(Duncan, Immanuel)

ENOREE:
 Trinity-Enoree-Patterson Chapel – Gregory W. 

Thompson (OF)(¶346.2) 2
GAFFNEY:
 Buford Street – David E. “Dave” Nichols (RE) (1/2) 5 
 Dunton – Calvin L. Smith (RE) 9
 Gaffney Charge – James Ronald “Ron” Singleton (1/2) 3

(Trinity, Limestone Street)
 Mesopotamia-Asbury – Angelia P. Price (RA) (1/2) 15
GRAMLING:
 Gramling – Charles Richard “Rick” Brown (OE)(¶346.1) 6
INMAN:
 Inman Charge – Joe L. Blackwelder (RE) 1 

(Aldersgate, Inman)
JONESVILLE:
 Jonesville-New Hope – Lehman A. Moseley (SY) 

(1/2) 1
LANDRUM:
 Jacksons Grove – Timothy “Tim” C. Drum II (OE)

(¶346.1) (1/2) 2 
 Landrum – Nancy Creswell Reed (FL) 3
PACOLET:
 Montgomery Memorial – Charles “Brian” Humphries 4
SPARTANBURG:
 Beaumont – Annie R. Crocker (LM) (1/4) 5
 Ben Avon – Cecil “Edward” Enlow (SY) (1/2) 2
 Bethel – William Bradford “Brad” Gray 4
  Associate – Megan L. Gray 3
 Cannon’s Camp Ground – Miriam Wilson Mick 1
 Central – Cameron “Cam” Y. Treece 3
  Director of Christian Education & Programs – Paige 

M. Wolfe (FD) (1/4) 7 
 Cherokee Springs-Liberty – Mason Heyward Cantey 4
 Church of the Covenant – Heather B. Humphries 7
 El Bethel-Pacolet Charge – Phillip Wayne Park (OR)

(¶346.1) (1/2) 2 
 Fairmont – William Clifton “Bill” Mullis (SY) (1/2) 2
 Gravely Memorial – Joaquin “Jack” Polin (PL) (1/2) 7 
 Silver Hill Memorial – Sheila Elliott Hodge 5
 Skylyn-Arcadia – Robert L. “Skipper” Brock (PL) (1/2) 2
 Spartanburg Parish – Andre Gary (PL) (1/2) 5

(Allen Chapel, Florence Chapel)
 St. James – Andrew R. Wolfe 4
  Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries – Martha 

Timmons (FD) (1/2) 9
 St. Luke-White Stone – Chris J. Allen (PL) (1/2) 2
 St. Paul – Jeremy Lawton Howell 2
 Trinity – Michelle Dellinger Cockcroft 3
UNION:
 Bogansville – Francis Edward Traxler (FL) 1
 Grace – Jerry L. Phillips Jr. 3
 Union Charge – Merritt R. “Tuie” Wentz (FL) 12

(Bethel, Duncan Acres)
WHITMIRE:
 Whitmire – Mary Schumpert Nichols (PL) (1/2) 1
 
APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
Drum II, Timothy (OE) – Chaplain and Director of Church 

Relations, Spartanburg Methodist College 7
Mitchell, Cathy D. – District Superintendent, Spartanburg 

District 6
Pace Jr., Phillip Lynwood – Chaplain, Oxford College, 

Emory University, St. James CC 15
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency:
Bennett, Traci S. (FD) – Chaplain III, Tyger River 

Correctional Institution, Cannon’s Camp Ground CC 
16

Franklin Jr., E. Herbert – Chaplain, United States Army, 
Bethel-Spartanburg CC 22

Other Valid Ministries:
Timmons, Martha Ann (FD) – PS I Love You (3/4) & The 

Children’s Resource Closet (1/4), St. James CC 2
Wolfe, Paige M. (FD) – Fostering Great Ideas (3/4)
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES
Blair, Dan – First UMC and Fellowship UMC, North 

Carolina Conference 7
STUDENT LOCAL PASTOR
Fallaw, Grayson Edward – Pine Level-Sanders 

Chapel Charge, North Carolina Conference, Duke 
Divinity School 1

SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
PERSONAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE
Fallaw, Jo Anna – Bethel-Spartanburg CC 3
FAMILY LEAVE
Hudson, Wendy T. – Bethel-Spartanburg CC 2
TRANSITIONAL LEAVE – None
HONORABLE LOCATION
Wood, Sherry M. Trinity UMC CC

Continued on next page

Continued from previous page



Page 18, September 2023 Ministerial Appointments Advocate

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Anderson, Thurman W.
Andrews, Richard C. (RL)
Blackwelder, Joe Lee
Bobo, Kenneth G.
Boshell, Donald C. (RL)
Bowers, Michael E.
Brewer, Jones L. (RL)
Brown, David A.
Brown, Will Rogers
Caldwell, Jack A. (RL)
Cannon, Carol R.
Cannon, Robert T.
Carter, James B. “Jim” (RL)
Clyburn Jr., David A.
Culp, Wayne A.
Dillard, Jimmy W.
Duncan, Jason C. (RL)
Ervin, David F. (RA)
Fields, George D. (RL)
Fisher, A. Mickey
Fizer, George H. (RL)
Gavalas, Anthony N.
Gilliland, Douglas W.
Griffeth, James Ellis
Hill Jr., Thomas H. (RL)
Holt, Arthur H.
Hope, Donald J.
Hopper, Richard D.
Hunter, Kathryn O.
Hyder, Larry R.
Ivey, James W.
Jamison, Louis D.
Jenkins, Jane D.
Johnston, James W.
Kyllonen, Mitchell W.
Leonard Sr., Ronald Lee
Long, Allen E.
Major Sr., Wayne R.
Monson, Robert C.
Nichols, David E.
Norrell, Thomas H.
Price, Angelia P. (RA)
Rawlinson, Carol M.
Reynolds, Edgar B.
Rickenbaker, Luther H.
Roper, Frances “Lee” (RL)
Ropp Jr., John Wesley
Sistare, James Bart
Smith, Calvin L.
Strother, Robert G.

Teagan, Deborah Luther
Thompson, Elizabeth A.
Thompson, William L. (RL)
Tillerson, Elbert S. (RL)
White, Rufus Horace (RL)
Wilkes, Molly F. (RA)
Wilkes Jr., Thomas B.
Wilkins, Rebecca A.
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers:
Miller, Mary Lou (DR)

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired:
Miller, Mary Lou (DC)

WALTERBORO DISTRICT
(51 charges; 88 churches)

JOSEPH A. MCDONALD, DS 4

ALLENDALE:
 Allendale Charge – Jeremy N. Phipps (PL) (1/2) 2

(Gillette, Swallow Savannah)
 Central Circuit – Lisa M. Way 2

(New Hope, Simpson, Union)
BEAUFORT:
 Carteret Street – Charles Bryson Williams Jr. 5
 Holy Trinity – SanRoman King (PL) (1/4) 3
 Port Royal – Anne Gregory Bridgers (RL) (1/2) 13 
 Waters Edge – Hans Jerome Hamm (PL) (1/2) 2 
 Wesley – Tracy Paulette Colleton-Glover (PL) (1/2) 3
COTTAGEVILLE:
 Jericho – Marvin Jones III (PL) (1/2) 6
 Macedonia – Wilhelmina Thompson (PL) (1/4) 3 
 Rehoboth – Becky G. Hogan (SY) (1/4) 1
 Wesley Grove – L. Johnny Epps (PL) (1/4) 6
DORCHESTER:
 Dorchester Circuit – Larry W. Stocker (SY) (1/2) 1

(Salem, Zion)
 Dorchester Parish – Laurie Michael Jamar Tomlin (OF)

(¶346.2) (1/2) 4
(Oak Grove, St. John)

EHRHARDT:
 Ebenezer-Rizer’s Chapel – Stanley Bernard Ritter (PL) 

(1/2) 9
 Ehrhardt Charge – Lewis Christopher King III (PL) (1/2) 20

(Wesley Chapel, St. James, Zion, Lodge)
 Friendship-St. Luke – Vivian Remona Lingard (PL) 

(1/2) 14

HAMPTON:
 Estill-Black Swamp Charge – Dewey L. Shaffer (OF)

(¶346.2) (3/4) 10
(Estill, Furman, Mount Carmel)

 Fairfax Charge – Mary Benton Holladay (OF)(¶346.2) 
(1/2) 6

(Bellinger Chapel, Brunson)
 Hampton-Varnville – TBS
 Toby’s Bluff-Mount Nebo Charge – Lamonte Darnell 

Hodges (PL) (1/4) 9
HARLEYVILLE:
 Bethel-Duncan Chapel – Paul Lawton (PL) (1/2) 6
 First Church – Yvette Mickaylla McDonald (FL) 3
 Harleyville Parish – James A. Ross (RL) (1/2) 3

(Morris Chapel, St. Daniel)
HILTON HEAD:
 Bluffton – Scarlett Tanner Hester 4
 Church of the Palms – Shannon Renee Bullion 1
 St. Andrew By-The-Sea – Jonathan E. Tompkins 1
RIDGELAND:
 Fisher Chapel-St. Stephen – William H.D. Bowser Jr. 

(RE) 7
 Hardeeville – Richard Moses Smith (RE) (1/4) 3
 St. Luke – Christopher Lee Thompson 3
RIDGEVILLE:
 Canaan-Sand Hill – Jeffrey Salley 8
 New Hope-St. Paul – Sharon Spann Gamble 5
RUFFIN:
 Adnah-Williams – Richard W. Kelly (SY) (1/4) 2
 Bells Parish – James Bernard Grant (PL) (1/2) 17 

(Red Root, Sykes Savannah)
 Mount Pleasant – Schoneke Summerhill (SY) (1/4) 2
	 Ruffin	Circuit	–	N.	Keith	Yates	(PL)	(1/2)	1

(Bethel, St. John, Tabor)
 Ruffin Parish – Adrienne Elaine Stokes (PL) (1/2) 4 

(Buckhead, Hickory Hill)
 Smoaks Circuit – Jeffrey P. Cila (PL) (1/2) 2 

(Green Pond, Little Swamp, Trinity)
 Springtown – Norman Aaron Brown 10
ST. GEORGE:
 Grover Charge – Sidney Wells Mims (RL) (1/2) 3

(Grover, Providence)
 Indian Field – Michael Leonard Written (RL) 1
 New Grace – Constance Nelson McLeod 3
 Shady Grove – Leonard Huggins Jr. 6
 St. George – Kathy Priest Hudson 3
 St. George Parish – Fred Moore (PL) (1/2) 1 

(St. Mark, Trinity)
WALTERBORO:
 Bethel – Scott Wachter 6
 Bethel-Red Bank Charge – Walter Harley (PL) (1/2) 2
 Colleton Circuit – Curtis J. Young (PL) (1/2) 19

(Bethel, Heaven Gate, Trinity)

 Hendersonville Charge – Gary Wade Finch (PL) (1/2) 3
(Ebenezer, Ritter; Ebenezer, Yemassee; Salem)

 New Life – Angela Ford Nelson 3
 Walterboro Charge – TBS

(Mount Carmel, Peniel, Sandy Dam)
 Walterboro Parish – Destine M. Spells (SY) (1/2) 2

(Cumberland, Isaiah)

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Within the Connection:
McDonald, Joseph A. – District Superintendent, 

Walterboro District 4
Approved by United Methodist Endorsing Agency: None
Other Valid Ministries: None
APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL – None
APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES
McNeal, Steven Moore – Pastor, Advent Ferry UMC, 

North Carolina Conference 3
STUDENT LOCAL PASTOR – None
LEAVE OF ABSENCE – None
FAMILY LEAVE – None
SABBATICAL LEAVE – None
MEDICAL LEAVE – None

RETIREMENT
Retired Ministers:
Bell, Melvin (RL)
Bowser Jr., William D.
Brewer, Ronald L. (RL)
Bridgers, Anne (RL)
Cox, David W.
Davis, Frederick R.
Geddis Jr., Roosevelt Harrison
Jerry Hoover, Robert E. (RL)
Lybrand, Frank E.
Maddox, Susan D.
Marchant, James D. (RL)
Mims III, Sidney W. (RL)
Ross, James Albert (RL)
Smith, Richard M.
Smith, Theron Walker
Thomas, J. Herbert
Written, Michael Leonard (RL)
Retired Missionaries: None

DIACONAL MINISTRY
Diaconal Ministers: None
Retired Diaconal Ministers: None

DEACONESSES
Active: None
Retired: None

Continued from previous page

Celebrate the Gift of Music and Song
in your Church

Your church choir, church music director and praise bands
do so much good in your church. Now, you have a chance

to honor and thank them for sharing their talents
with the Lord and your church family.

Show your choir, music director or praise band 
that you APPRECIATE THEM

with a special ad in the NOVEMBER Advocate.

Three sizes (all 5” wide): 
1” tall: $38  •  2” tall: $76  •  4” tall: $152

Email text to atrussell@umcsc.org
or send to 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203.

Deadline: Oct. 10, 2023
Churches will be billed for the ads unless otherwise noted

COLUMBIA—The Reconciling Next Team 
at Washington Street United Methodist 
Church recently hosted a celebration of 
community and love. 

Titled “Finding the Courage to Speak 
and Act: LGBTQIA+ Activists and Al-
lies Journey in the UMC” was held May 
24 to honor, thank and encourage allies. 
The event kicked off with a meal and was 
followed by awards presentations and two 
keynote speakers.

Dr. Nancy Malcom, a sociologist at 
Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, 
Georgia, and Dr. A.J. Ramirez, a sociolo-
gist at Valdosta State University, Valdosta, 
Georgia spoke at the event. After the UMC 
General Conference, the pair started work-
ing together on research to answer the ques-
tion: “Why do LGBTQIA+ and allies stay in 
the UMC?”

Malcom shared quotes and stories from 
some of the interviewees. One was an 
ally who said allies need to not only offer 
support but to speak up, especially when 
LGBTQIA+ persons can’t be in the room. 
She also shared that by staying in the UMC, 
people can work within the church’s struc-
ture to eliminate the restrictions on inclu-
sion in all aspects of church life.

Ramirez shared her personal story of 
her wife and children finding an affirm-
ing church in South Georgia. Through the 
Reconciling Ministries Network, she was 
connected with a UMC minister who was 
serving in Macon and was a strong ally. She 
became a lay leader with Centenary UMC, 
and with support from Centenary, is build-
ing a community of disaffiliated Methodists 
and others seeking an affirming place to 
worship God in their hometown.

Following the presentations, two long-

time Columbia allies were honored for 
their continued support of the LBGTQIA+ 
community. 

The Rev. Tom Summers presented the 
inaugural Harriet Hancock Award to Har-
riet Hancock for 40 years of work to assure 
justice for and rights of LGBTQIA+ persons 
and their families. 

Hancock is known as “The Mother of 
Pride” in South Carolina. Her accomplish-
ments include being the founder of the first 
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) in Columbia (1980); 
co-founder of PALSS (Palmetto Life Sup-
port Services) in Columbia (1985), which 
provides support services to those with 
HIV/AIDS; and co-founder of the first Pride 
event and parade in 1990.

Next, Dr. Jim Lane presented the first 
Harriet Hancock Ally Award to Summers, 
who has worked with Hancock for years 
supporting the rights of LGBTQIA+ per-
sons. Summers served as a hospital chaplain 
during the AIDS epidemic. 

Recalling the many ways he showed 
Christlike compassion and love in his 
ministry, Lane shared that Summers 
conducted a funeral for a man who died 
of AIDS and whose family had abandoned 
him because he was gay. Summers said this 
“cruelty shocked and saddened him.” After 
that, he was determined to be intentional 
about  ministry to LGBTQIA+ persons, and 
families. 

Evidence of his intentionality includes 
his efforts to form the ministerial group, 
SC Clergy and Friends. For years Sum-
mers, wearing his clerical collar, carried the 
banner for this group while they walked 
together in Columbia’s annual Pride parade.

The Reconciling Next Ministry team 

consists of members of WSUMC, Reforma-
tion Lutheran and St. Mark UMC. 

Their mission is to inspire and engage 
our and community to challenge and 
transform unjust systems that discriminate 
against or lessen the opportunities of LG-
BTQIA+ persons.

The Rev. Tom Summers  (left) 
received the first Harriet Hancock 

Ally Award for years supporting the 
rights of LGBTQIA+ persons. Har-
riet Hancock was honored with the 
inaugural Harriet Hancock Award.

Reconciling Next Team at Washington Street honors Summers, Hancock 
for longtime work supporting LGBTQIA+ persons

South Carolina United Methodist Volunteers in Mission Early Response Team will hold 
three trainings this fall, which will cover both basic classes and renewals. 

The trainings are scheduled for Sept. 9 at Faith United Methodist Church in Lexington; 
Sept. 30 at Cornerstone UMC in Rock Hill; and Oct. 21 at Edgefield UMC in Edgefield.

All ERT basic classes are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fees are $40 per person, which includes a 
manual, shirt, cap and badge. Renewals are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and there is a $20 fee per 

person.
To register for a class, go to https://www.umcsc.org/ertregistration/. All registrants also 

must do a background check (which is free) through UMCOR at https://app.verifiedvolun-
teers.com/en/Candidates/Account/Register. If asked for a code, enter 9x2r4eh. You may or 
may not be asked for it.

For more information, email ERT Coordinator Billy Robinson at brpraisejesus@aol.com.

Early Response Team to hold three trainings this fall for disaster crews
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The local churches of our conference 
each contribute to the history of 
Methodism in our state. Occasion-
ally I like to look at the story of 

Methodism in a particular community, and 
usually I learn that Methodism was very 
much present at the earliest days of that 
town. That’s certainly true of Anderson. 

According to a 1940 Advocate article, 
Methodists were the first church of any type 
to organize in Anderson. In 1828, the first 
Methodist society was organized in what was 
then referred to as Anderson Court House 
Village. By 1830, they had built their first 
house of worship, the first in the village. At 
first, the church was part of the Keowee Cir-
cuit of the Augusta District. Later, it became 
part of the Pendleton Circuit of the Cokes-
bury District. The Pendleton Circuit became 
the Anderson Circuit just before the Civil 
War. The Anderson church moved to its cur-
rent location in 1858, and in 1864 became a 
station appointment with 179 members (104 
White and 75 Black). It was only in 1898 that 
the church chose the name St. John’s. 

Five times between 1872 and 1940 the 
church hosted Annual Conference. A new 
church building was dedicated in 1888, and 
then a fourth sanctuary was completed in 
1912. That building is still in use, with educa-
tion and activities buildings added later. 

Many of St. John’s African-American 
members likely moved their membership 
to a new Methodist Episcopal congregation 
after emancipation. Thompson Centennial, 
founded in 1867, formed in the home of the 
Rev. Henry Mikell. The first minister after 
their building was constructed was the Rev. 

James Rosemond, who is known for found-
ing numerous congregations in the upstate 
during Reconstruction. 

Growth in Anderson as it became a textile 
center saw the need for more churches in the 
city. In the 1890s, the West End Methodist 
Church formed and was placed on a charge 
with several other rural Anderson congrega-
tions. It operated for a time in a building con-
structed by one of the mills, but by 1897, had 
built its own building on Bleckley Street. In 
1911, the church got the name “Bethel.” 

Another of the older churches close to 
Anderson is Orrville, which was organized 
on South Main Street in 1900. In 1940, the 
church had 265 members. 

Numerous congregations in Anderson 
County are also quite old. Asbury on the 
Toxaway Charge was organized around 
1835. Toxaway was organized in 1909. Sandy 
Springs dates to the early 19th century, for 
an article in 1940 says it’s 135-140 years old. 
Bethel in Iva was organized in 1886 with 
some 50 members. 

Methodism has been present throughout 
the Anderson community for more than 200 
years, and that tradition continues today with 
old and new congregations. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about the work of the conference’s Commis-
sion on Archives and History, please reach 
out to me. The commission will have several 
vacancies next year, and we would be happy 
to talk with anyone with an interest. 

Stone is archivist for the South Carolina 
Conference and Wofford College. Read his blog 
at blogs.wofford.edu/from_the_ archives.

          From the Archives
by Dr. Phillip Stone

Methodism in Anderson

At Latimer Memorial United Methodist Church in Belton, where I served as pastor 
from 1977 to 1982, there was  a Sunday school class named the “Horace E. Gravely 
Class,” so named for a former pastor of the church. His framed photograph hangs 
in the classroom.

Horace Edward Gravely was born Oct. 10, 1901, in Pickens County. He graduated from 
Wofford College in 1927 and that year married Katherine Carter of Lockhart. They would 
have three children: Horace Jr., John and Martha. 

In November 1928, Gravely joined the Upper South Carolina Conference “on trial” and 
was appointed to Drayton-Beaumont in Spartanburg. Four more appointments followed dur-
ing the years 1932 to 1940. He was ordained in 1932. In November 1940, he was assigned to 
Belton. He had been a member of the Officers’ Reserve Corps and had served as a chaplain for 
the Civilian Conservation Corps during the years of the New Deal.

Two months after Pearl Harbor, he was ordered to report for active duty in the United 
States Army on March 7, 1942, and was assigned to duty at Camp Robinson in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He was 40 years old.  From Camp Robinson he wrote the following to the editor of 
the Southern Christian Advocate: “I especially like my personal contacts with the boys, many 
of them need a friend to whom they can talk freely. I am trying to be that kind of a friend. 
We hope the war will soon be over so that we can all get back to our homes, and help build a 
world in which war will not be possible.”

In December 1942, 1st Lt. Horace E. Gravely was ordered to report to the Chaplains School 
at Harvard University where he received 240 hours of specialized instruction. From Harvard 
he was sent to Camp Myles Standish to prepare for deployment and from there to the port of 
embarkation from which he sailed for Europe at the end of January aboard the Henry R. Mal-
lory.  He joined six other chaplains on board the troop ship.

A week later, on Feb. 7, 1943, a German submarine torpedoed and sank the Henry R. 
Mallory. In its sinking, 272 men lost their lives, including five of the seven chaplains who were 
aboard. Among the five chaplains lost at sea was Chaplain 1st Lt. Horace Edward Gravely.  It 
was the deadliest day in the history of the U.S. Army Chaplaincy Corps. Lt. Gravely was the 
first chaplain entering the service from either the South Carolina Conference (1785) or the 
Upper South Carolina Conference or any other denomination in South Carolina to lose his 
life in action during World War II.

The Rev. L. E. Wiggins wrote the words that follow in the Memoir for the Conference 
Journal: “He was successful in every pastorate he served, but his last at Belton was remarkably 
so. His name and influence will abide there for many years to come. When his country called 
for his service, laying aside his own personal desires, he responded, feeling that God could and 
would use him in the camp among the boys more effectively than in the pastorate. From his 
letters written to me while he was at Camp Robinson, and from the words of appreciation and 
praise expressed by his fellow chaplains, and the boys whom he served, he was not mistaken. 
As one of the soldiers expressed it, he fulfilled his ideal of what a chaplain should be more 
perfectly than any other of the chaplains he had met.”

Lest we forget.

Gramling currently serves as secretary-treasurer of the Conference Historical Society and is 
president of the Southeastern Jurisdiction Historical Society.

        Conference Historical Society
by Dr. Roger M. Gramling

‘Lest we forget!’
Remembering the Rev. Horace E. Gravely

The congregation of New Hope United 
Methodist Church, Jonesville, recently hon-
ored longtime pianist and music director Kay 
Yeary for 54 years of dedicated service. 

As a teenager, Yeary answered the call to 
play the piano at New Hope church services 
and has continued for many years, provid-
ing beautiful and inspiring music. When the 
need for a choir director arose, Yeary again 
answered the call, providing direction and 
inspiration to the choir of equally dedicated 
members, while continuing to serve as 
pianist. 

New Hope members said they are truly 
blessed to enjoy this talented musician and 
her dedicated choir who glorify God each 
Sunday with their music. All are invited to 
come enjoy the music of Yeary and the choir, 
along with an inspiring message from Pastor 
Lee Moseley. 

The service begins at 9:50 a.m. at 154 New 
Hope Church Road, Jonesville.
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New Hope celebrates longtime 
pianist, choir director

New Hope celebrated Kay Yeary.

Leave A Legacy To Change Lives

The South Carolina United Methodist Foundation
P. O. Box 5087, Columbia, SC 29250-5087

scumf@bellsouth.net
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Hospitality tips for the 21st century
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Many church members sit in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings with 
an eye turned toward the door, hoping that new visitors will enter. This might not happen as 
frequently as churches would like. The Rev. Michael Beck, director of Fresh Expressions at 
Discipleship Ministries, shares time-tested tips that United Methodists should consider when 
learning how to be more welcoming.

Church WhatsApp group fosters collaboration
HARARE, Zimbabwe—The United Methodist Church in Zimbabwe has created a dedicated 
WhatsApp business platform to promote collaboration among church members. The group 
serves as a virtual meeting space where United Methodists can connect, explore business op-
portunities, promote each other’s companies and services and offer other support.

Anti-racism challenge begins Sept. 1
WASHINGTON—The United Methodist Commission on Religion and Race is holding a 
“30 Days of Anti-racism” challenge for the month of September. Each day, participants are 
encouraged to engage in an activity that helps them to become more anti-racist in the ways 
they think and act. The agency has created a free, downloadable calendar with suggested anti-
racism activities for each day of the challenge.

Ecumenical group responds to Maui fires
GENEVA—As the death toll continues to rise in the wake of wildfires in Maui, Hawaii, the 
World Council of Churches expresses grief and solidarity with the island’s churches and com-
munities. The group’s pastoral letter also offers assurances “that the God of Life is ever present 
and grieves with us.”

Zimbabweans help neighbors after cyclone
HARARE, Zimbabwe—Still reeling from the impact of Cyclone Freddy earlier this year, sur-
vivors in Malawi received $35,000 in cash and supplies from United Methodists in Zimbabwe. 
Stanley Dawa, Board of Church and Society chairperson, said church members felt called to 
act after the disaster. “The support was overwhelming,” he said.

Jan Love to step down as Candler dean in 2024
ATLANTA—Jan Love, the Mary Lee Hardin Willard Dean of Emory University’s Candler 
School of Theology, will step down as dean in summer 2024, when her current term ends. She 
will remain on the Emory faculty as a professor of Christianity and world politics and plans 
to take a sabbatical during the 2024-2025 academic year before retiring in summer 2025. 
Candler is one of 13 United Methodist seminaries in the U.S.

Praying, assessing damage amid Hawaii fires
LAHAINA, Hawaii—California-Pacific Conference Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank is calling 
for prayer as United Methodists continue to assess the damage caused by wildfires on Maui 
whipped up by Hurricane Dora’s winds. The fires have killed at least 36 people. The bishop 
said Lahaina United Methodist Church’s pastor and his family safely evacuated to a shelter 
and are checking in on church members, but the church building itself is destroyed.

Rethinking mission work
ATLANTA—The second of three gatherings to reconsider how The United Methodist Church 
conducts missionary work was Aug. 1-3 at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. 
Panels and small groups conversed on topics such as the historical and contemporary role of 
mission-sending agencies and the intercultural and incarnational nature of missionary work.

— Courtesy of the United Methodist News Service

Global Briefs

Church musicians, it’s time to plan your Christmas music. Listed below are new titles 
available for adults in the Conference Resource Center. Check our website for many 
other titles for children, youth and adults.

Christmas Presence 
(SBK484=) Composer/Arranger: Parks, Marty. 

Christmas has become synonymous with gifts. It might even be something you look 
forward to as the Christmas season approaches. But the greatest gift that could ever be given 
happened on that first Christmas night inside a lowly stable. An ode to that first Christmas 
day, when God’s greatest give came to earth, is this brand-new musical titled “Christmas 
Presence: Unwrapping God’s Perfect Gift.” This 14-song musical gives a glimpse into what it 
was like that first Christmas night: angels singing in a magnificent chorus, everyone gathered 
around to see this new miracle and a look into what the three kings must have felt. Veteran 
arranger Marty Parks expertly constructs multistyle songs to showcase the awe and wonder of 
the miraculous gift of baby Jesus given to us. “Christmas Presence” is the latest installment in 
the Excel Plus Series, the bestselling series designed to provide accessible arrangements while 
maintaining high-quality four-part harmonies. Adult/33 min./Easy/SATB. (Lillenas) Listening 
CD available. 

Christmas The Story Of His Love 
(SBK488=) Composer/Arranger: Daniels, William/Mathews, Dale. 

In the Simple Series style, you’ll discover the perfect mix of songs for your Christmas 
presentation, including favorite carols, a Gaither Christmas classic and songs of worship and 
praise. These unison/two-part arrangements, adapted by Michael Frazier from the original, 
will have your choir sounding better than ever. Adult/27 min./Easy/Unison/2-part. (Brent-
wood-Benson) Listening CD available. 

Come Worship the King! 
(SBK483=) Composer/Arranger: Mauldin, Russell. 

The Worship Ready series delivers another outstanding Christmas musical with world-re-
nowned arranger Russell Mauldin. This ready-to-learn and easy-to-sing 35-minute Christmas 
musical is perfect for the small- to medium-sized church or community choir. Adult/35 min./
Easy/SATB. (Daywind) Listening CD available. 

The Living Gift 
(SBK482=) Composer/Arranger: Frazier, Michael/Crumpton, Johnathan. 

This easy-to-sing and easy-to-learn 25-minute Christmas celebration, from the Go Sing 
series, has been created especially for the two- to three-part choir by veteran arrangers Mi-
chael Frazier, Phil Nitz, Russell Mauldin, Phillip Keveran and Lee Black. What a celebration 
awaits us each year during this season as we sing carols of hope and love and peace. It’s time to 
rejoice again as we remember the most amazing gift that has ever been given: the gift of God’s 
son, Jesus. Adult/25 min/Easy/2-3 parts. (Daywind) Listening CD available. 

The South Carolina Conference Resource Center is your connection to DVDs and seasonal 
musicals. We are here to serve your church family. To reserve resources, call 888-678-6272 or 
803-786-9486 or visit https://www.umcsc.org/resourcecenter.

          Resource Center
by Betty Stalnaker

New Christmas music available 

Saluting accomplishments at Sandy Grove
On Sunday, July 23, Sandy Grove UMC, Lamar, celebrated 19 youth from the church 
for their accomplishments in education. These students from kindergarten through 
college received awards, scholarships and more. The purpose was to salute their 
accomplishments, thereby giving them courage to speak their minds and act with con-
fidence. “Our hope is to give them confidence to challenge unemployment,” said the 
Rev. J. Elbert Williams, pastor, “and to challenge drug abuse and poverty, which are 
part of our everyday lives. The hope of the church is to inspire our students to take 
control of their lives, that they may live with pride, purpose band self-determination. 

LADSON—Wesley United Methodist 
Church, with the support of Pastor Curnell 
Graham in partnership with the Watson 
Family, awarded two $500 scholarships on 
Sunday, July 23, honoring the legacy of the 
late Mrs. Ella Belle Watson. 

Watson had her own quiet way of reach-
ing out to individuals who needed help. 

She always had valuable, encouraging 
advice for young people to continue to get 
an education and to always trust in the 

Lord. Watson’s great passion to instill learn-
ing and prepare young people for the future 
was with love and devotion as she taught 
children in Dorchester School District II, 
Wesley UMC Sunday school and through-
out the community. 

This year’s scholarship went to students 
in Dorchester County District II, where 
Mrs. Watson retired.

Recipient Armani Canty is the daugh-
ter of Acicy and Segina Canty. Armani 

will attend the Honors College of Lander 
University. 

She will major in English with a concen-
tration in creative writing. 

Recipient Jalil Kareem Harris is the son 
of Reico and Rabiah Harris. Jalil will attend 
the Honors College of Clemson University. 

He is committed to majoring in com-
puter science and using his knowledge 
of computers to advance research in how 
genes mutate in cancer. 

Wesley awards two Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarships in memory of Mrs. Ella Belle Watson

Armani Canty Jalil Kareem Harris

The second annual Leesville United Meth-
odist Church “Youth Sunday” service was 
held Sunday, July 30, with 136 in attendance, 
and what a Sunday it was. 

The theme this year was “Stand Up, Even 
If You Stand Out” from Romans 12:2. 

The youth had the opportunity to sign up 
for the areas in which they wished to serve. 
Many were involved behind the scenes in 
this service from communications with the 
marquee and the bulletin to technology and 
sound with livestream and PowerPoint. There 
are many aspects of service in a worship, 
such as greeters, acolyte, ushers, children’s 
moments, Scripture and prayer. They stepped 
up to serve.

It’s been a little while since Coach Garrett 
Jones was a member of the youth at LUMC, 
and he brought a message on  “Choices and 
Love.” He talked about the why, the how, and 
the what of our choices. 

But, he said, when we partner with God in 
making wise choices, we say “no” to con-
forming to the world and are transformed by 
God’s great love for us.

Photo courtesy of Wendy Zwart
Leesville youth stepped up to serve for 
Youth Sunday.

Leesville UMC holds Youth Sunday 2023
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COMING SOON

The Manor is a full Continuing Care Retirement Community that offers Independent Living options
as well as Assisted Living and Dementia/Alzheimer’s care.

www.themanorseniorliving.com

You asked, we listened.You asked, we listened.
Due to high demand, The Manor is openingDue to high demand, The Manor is opening

ADDITIONAL Memory Care apartments.ADDITIONAL Memory Care apartments.

Twelve new Alzheimer’s/Dementia apartmentsTwelve new Alzheimer’s/Dementia apartments
will be coming online very soon.will be coming online very soon.

Don’t delay … get yours reserved today!Don’t delay … get yours reserved today!

Call or visit us online to ask questionsCall or visit us online to ask questions
and to schedule your personal tour.and to schedule your personal tour.

Jane Winfield Boyce 
Carroll

LANCASTER—Jane Winfield Boyce Car-
roll, former wife of the late Rev. G. Bryan 
Carroll, died Nov. 5, 2022.

A private burial service was held Nov. 
7. A memorial service was held Nov. 19 at 
First United Methodist Church.

Memorials may be made to the Jane 
Boyce Carroll Nursing Scholarship, Educa-
tional Foundation, USC Lancaster, P.O. Box 
889, Lancaster, SC 29721; or to First UMC 
Music Ministry, P.O. Box 608, Lancaster, SC 
29721.

Mrs. Carroll is survived by her daughter.

Linda Louise Garrison
Fulmer

BLYTHEWOOD—Linda Louise Garri-
son Fulmer, mother of Eddie Fulmer, died 
Aug. 6, 2023. Mr. Fulmer is the husband of 
Tammy Fulmer, assistant to the director of 
Connectional Ministries.

Funeral services were held Aug. 9 at Fair 
Lawn United Methodist Church with burial 
in the church cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Special 
Olympics of South Carolina, 109 Oak Park 
Drive, Irmo, SC 29063; or to Fair Lawn 
UMC, 9203 Wilson Blvd., Columbia, SC 
29203.

Mrs. Fulmer is survived by her two sons.

Rev. Donald Eldree Love
CHARLOTTE, 
N.C.—The Rev. 
Donald Eldree Love, 
a local pastor of 
the South Carolina 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church and brother 
of the Rev. Stephen 
Love, died July 26, 
2023. Rev. Stephen 

Love is the superintendent of the Green-
wood District.

Prior to his death, Rev. Love served 
Western York Charge, York.

Funeral services were held Aug. 1 at 
Liberty Church, York.

Memorials may be made to the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation, https://www.pcf.org/
donate; or to Zero Prostate Cancer, https://
www.zerocancer.org/donate.

Rev. Love is survived by his wife, Toni 
Lowry Love, and two children.

Sarah Grace Beckwith 
McDonald

CAYCE—Sarah Grace Beckwith “Becky” 
McDonald, mother of the Rev. Lex McDon-
ald, died July 28, 2023. Rev. McDonald is a 
retired member of the South Carolina Con-
ference of The United Methodist Church.

A memorial service was held Aug. 12 at 
Cayce UMC.

Memorials may be made to Cayce UMC, 
1600 12th St., Cayce, SC 29033-3104; or to 
Epworth Children’s Home, P.O. Box 50466, 
Columbia, SC 29250-0466.

Mrs. McDonald is survived by her two 
sons and two daughters.

Rev. Robert Clyde 
Monson

SPARTANBURG—
The Rev. Robert 
Clyde Monson, a 
retired member of 
the South Carolina 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church, died July 
22, 2023.

Prior to his 
retirement in 2003, 
Rev. Monson served 
the Campobello, Fairmont, Spartanburg-
Central Associate, Limestone Street, Mill 

Creek, Wesley Foundation Associate 
Director, Wesley Memorial-Psych Institute, 
Division of Chaplains, Wesley Memorial-
Bethlehem, West Columbia-Trinity, Old 
Bethel, Kingstree, Church of the Covenant 
and St. John’s Fort Mill charges.

Funeral services were held Aug. 5 at 
Central UMC with inurnment in the church 
columbarium.

Memorials may be made to Spartanburg 
Regional Hospice, P.O. Box 2624, Spartan-
burg, SC 29304; or to Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 901 S. Pine St., Spartanburg, SC 29302.

Rev. Monson is survived by his wife, 
Nancy Lunsford Monson, and son.

Mary Jeanette Ivey Moss
UNION—Mary Jeanette Ivey Moss, sister of 
the Rev. James W. Ivey, died July 24, 2023. 
Rev. Ivey is a retired member of the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church.

Funeral services were held July 26 at 

Sardis UMC, Blacksburg, with burial in the 
church cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Sardis Meth-
odist Cemetery Fund, c/o Butch Kimbrell, 
334 Deepwater Road, Union, SC 29379.

Mrs. Moss is survived by her daughter 
and two sons.

Dennis Peterson
DARLINGTON—Dennis “Clyde” Peterson, 
brother of the Rev. Patricia P. Bowman, died 
Aug. 12, 2023. Rev. Bowman is the pas-
tor of Pageland United Methodist Church, 
Pageland.

Funeral services were held Aug. 19 at 
Faith Memorial Gardens.

Rebecca Lynn Bayne 
Smith

WARE SHOALS—Rebecca “Becky” Lynn 
Bayne Smith, mother of the Rev. J. Michael 
Smith, died Aug. 10, 2023. Rev. Smith is the 
pastor of Simpsonville United Methodist 
Church, Simpsonville.

A memorial service was held Aug. 12 at 
Calvary Baptist Church.

Memorials may be made to Calvary Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 420, Ware Shoals, SC 
29692; or to Redeemers of Faith, 443 Elledge 
Road, Ware Shoals, SC 29692.

Mrs. Smith is survived by her husband, 
Bill, two sons and daughter.

Obituary Policy
The Advocate prints death notices of 
clergy and their immediate families 
and laypersons who have served on 
conference boards and agencies or 
who work for the S.C. Conference of 
The United Methodist Church.

Love

Monson



August 
Aug. 30—“Preparing for Charge Confer-

ence” class offered by Basic Church 
Administration, Zoom, 7:30 p.m. Free, 
but registration required: https://www.
church-admin.org/registrations/.

September 
September 15-October 15: 
Hispanic Heritage Month

UWF Special Emphasis Month: 
Killingworth

Sept. 4—Labor Day; United Methodist Cen-
ter closed.

Sept. 5—UMVIM, Grace UMC, Columbia, 
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 6—Brian McLaren’s Four Stages of 
Faith: Overview, led by John Sim-
mons. Central UMC, Spartanburg, 
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 9—Connectional Ministries meeting

Sept. 9—ERT Training, Faith UMC, Lex-
ington,9 a.m.-5 p.m. Register: https://
www.umcsc.org/ertregistration/.

Sept. 10—LSM School (Spartanburg Dis-
trict) I, Beaumont UMC, Spartanburg, 
2 p.m.-5:30 p.m. $40. https://www.
umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
SPARTANBURG-DISTRICT-LAY-
SERVANT-SCHOOL-REGISTRA-
TION-FORM-Fall-2023-Final.pdf

Sept. 11-13—Rural Clergy Renewal Retreat, 
Hinton Rural Life Center, Hayesville, 
N.C. https://www.hintoncenter.org/
retreat.

Sept. 13—Brian McLaren’s Four Stages of 
Faith: Stage One: Simplicity, led by 
Paige Wolfe. Central UMC, Spartan-
burg, 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 16—David LaMotte Concert, New 
Beginnings UMC, Boiling Springs, 7 
p.m. $30. For more information, 864-
559-1303.

Sept. 17—LSM School (Spartanburg Dis-

trict) II, Beaumont UMC, Spartanburg, 
2 p.m.-5:30 p.m. $40. https://www.
umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
SPARTANBURG-DISTRICT-LAY-
SERVANT-SCHOOL-REGISTRA-
TION-FORM-Fall-2023-Final.pdf

Sept. 17—LSM School (Greenwood District) 
I, Main Street UMC, Greenwood, 
2 p.m.-7:30 p.m. $35. https://www.
umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
Greenwood-District-Registration-
Form-for-Fall-2023-classes.pdf

Sept. 20—Brian McLaren’s Four Stages of 
Faith: Stage Two: Complexity, led by 
Cam Treece. Central UMC, Spartan-
burg, 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 24—LSM School (Spartanburg 
District) III, Beaumont UMC, Spartan-
burg, 2 p.m.-5:30 p.m. $40. https://
www.umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/
SPARTANBURG-DISTRICT-LAY-
SERVANT-SCHOOL-REGISTRA-

TION-FORM-Fall-2023-Final.pdf

Sept. 24—LSM School (Greenwood District) 
II, Main Street UMC, Greenwood, 
2 p.m.-7:30 p.m. $35. https://www.
umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
Greenwood-District-Registration-
Form-for-Fall-2023-classes.pdf

Sept. 25—AU Golf Tournament, Orange-
burg. https://tinyurl.com/2krt76hj

Sept. 25-Oct. 31—Pumpkin Patch, Carteret 
Street UMC, Beaufort, 12-6 p.m. M-F; 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday; 12-6 p.m. 
Sunday.

Sept. 27—Brian McLaren’s Four Stages of 
Faith: Stage Three: Perplexity, led by 
Arthur Holt. Central UMC, Spartan-
burg, 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 30—“A Day of Growing in the Spirit,” 
Marion District Men N Ministry Event, 
Surfside UMC, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Register: 

843-246-8398.

Sept. 30—ERT Training, Cornerstone UMC, 
Rock Hill, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Register: 
https://www.umcsc.org/ertregistration/

Sept. 30—LSM School (Charleston District), 
Eccles UMC, Huger, 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
https://www.umcsc.org/wp-content/
uploads/Charleston-District-One-Day-
Lay-Servant-School-September.pdf

Sept. 30-Oct. 1—LSM School (Orangeburg 
District), New Covenant UMC, Bow-
man, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; 3-7 p.m. $35. 
https://www.umcsc.org/ordistlsmreg-
istration/

October 
September 15-October 15: 
Hispanic Heritage Month

UWF Special Emphasis Month: 
Bethlehem Center, Spartanburg

Oct. 4—Brian McLaren’s Four Stages of 
Faith: Stage Four: Harmony, led by 
Joan McPherson. Central UMC, Spar-
tanburg, 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 7—Indoor Yard Sale, Washington 
Street UMC, Columbia, 7:30 a.m.-1 
p.m.

Oct. 9—Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Oct. 11—Brian McLaren’s Four Stages of 
Faith: Conclusion: So What?, led by 
Andy Crosland. Central UMC, Spar-
tanburg, 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 12-14—SEJ Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal Annual Meeting, 
Charlotte. The Rev. Amiri Hooker, con-
vener. For information: westrawther@
umcsc.org or abhooker@umcsc.org 

Oct. 14—Asbury Hills Fall Festival, As-
bury Hills, Cleveland, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
https://asburyhills.org/fall-festival/

Oct. 20-21—SCCUWF 51st Annual Meeting, 
St. John’s UMC, Aiken. https://www.
umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/June-
2023-Mission-Echo.pdf
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Associate/Assistant Pastor
The Associate/Assistant Pastor at Lexington UMC, 

Lexington, is a full-time position. Duties include: 
working at the direction of the senior pastor in giving 
pastoral support, guidance and training to the lay lead-
ership; assisting the senior pastor with worship services 
and special services and programs; preaching, planning 
and coordinating Sunday contemporary services and 
Tuesday night worship services; keeping regular office 
hours; and assist with planning for the church’s minis-
try. Additional responsibilities may include attending 
church-related meetings, planning and coordinating 
Bible studies and other small group studies; providing 
support and training on various computer networking 
technologies; and helping to conduct interviews for 
open preschool positions.

Preference will be given to someone with a college, 
university or seminary degree affiliated with the UMC 
or someone with an educational background that pro-
vides a thorough understanding of Wesleyan theology. 
Salary is commensurate with experience.

Contact Diane Crosby, LUMC church administrator, 
at dcrosby@lexumcsc.com.

Classified Advertisements

To place your ad,
contact Allison at 888-678-6272

or atrussell@umcsc.org.

Classifed ads are $19 per inch tall.

Web site ads are also available
(www.advocatesc.org).

Deadlines are
the 10th of the month

for the following month’s paper.

Nu-Idea
Church Furnishings

Sumter, South Carolina
1-800-922-0424

www.nu-idea.com

“Serving South Carolina’s churches since 1921”

FREE ESTIMATES

Steeple cleaning service

New Pews • Pew Upholstering • Pew Refinishing • Pulpit 
Furniture • Carpet • Steeples/Baptistries • Chime Systems 
• Stained Glass • Classroom Furniture • Office Furniture • 
Social Hall Furniture • Budget & Project Analysis • Project 

Management

NEW

Church Furnishings

Pew Upholstering – Reversible Cushions
New Pews – Pew Refinishing

Audio/Video Systems
www.churchinteriors.com

High Point, North Carolina
1-800-289-7397

Open Position

Don’t miss an issue
(and help us save money):
Send us your new address!

UMC member will provide bookkeeping or
any secretarial services, evenings remotely. Shelby 

Financials and Shelby Membership software trained 
and Notary Public. Please call or text (803) 331-9442 or 

email deniseholland1978@gmail.com.

Seeking Employment

Did You Know?
The Advocate is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, and your donation is 
fully tax-deductible. You can give online at https://advocatesc.org/donate 
or mail a check to Advocate, 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203.

Photo courtesy of Rev. Don Brown

Help for foster families
Hopewell UMC, Simpsonville, is beginning a new ministry to reach out to foster 
families in its community. As part of this new ministry, they are purchasing a new 
outbuilding to house their foster closet to help foster parents with the needs they may 
have, especially when receiving new placements. Pictured, Troy Blalock (left), of 
Mount Hebron UMC, West Columbia, delivers a donation of $2,000 from their United 
Methodist Men to help purchase the building. Standing with Blalock are Stacy Black, 
representing Hopewell’s Foster Care Committee, and the Rev. Don Brown, Hopewell 
pastor. 
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Sept. 3
Enough!
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 16:2-19, 31-32
Background Scripture: Exodus 16
Key Verse: Exodus 16:18, “But when they 

measured it with an omer, those who 
gathered much had nothing over, and 
those who gathered little had no short-
age; they gathered as much as each of 
them needed.”

Enough. Hungry and weary from their 
desert travel the “whole congregation” of the 
Israelites had had enough of this wilderness 
journey. They even waxed nostalgic for their 
time in bondage (v. 3). They complained 
against Moses and Aaron, and even against 
Yahweh, losing sight of the fact that it was the 
Lord who brought them out of the land of 
their captivity (v. 6). 

The description of the travelers as “the 
whole congregation” identifies them as a 
cohesive group, but Fretheim (Interpreta-
tion, p.181) states “Stress is laid upon the 
people as the ‘congregation’ of Israel. ... But 
their perceptions do not correspond to this 
new reality: they have not yet become who 
they are.” They will learn that the Lord hears 
and can countenance their complaining, and 
lovingly provides sustenance for them on 
their wilderness journey(v. 18). Have there 
been times when you have questioned “Is 
God with me or not?” Did this challenge or 
strengthen your faith? 

Enough. The whole congregation had 
enough to eat—everyday. The Lord provided.

Until the recent worldwide pandemic, 
many people never had to face not having 
enough. A scarcity of options. Fear and un-
certainty. Yet, gradually, churches and people 
of faith and “God will” came forth with food 
“giveaways,” providing clothing, school and 
health supplies; making space for offering 
vaccinations; and doing many other tangible 
acts of faith and service. All through the 
Lord’s presence and provision.

The Lord is ever present and always 
provides just what we need. The Rev. Paul 
Jones expresses this in the gospel song, “I 
Won’t Complain”: “But when I look around 
and I think things over, all of my good days 
outweigh my bad days—I won’t complain.” 

The Lord provides, and that is enough.
Reflect: Can “enough” as provided by the 

Lord equate to a multitude of blessings? 

Sept. 10
Elijah’s Message for Those Who 

Would Lead
Lesson Scripture: 1 Kings 19:1-12
Background Scripture:1 Kings 17:8-16
Key Verses: 1 Kings 17:6; 19:8, “The ravens 

brought him bread and meat in the 
morning, and bread and meat in the 
evening; and he drank from the wadi ... 
“Elijah got up, ate and drank, and went 
refreshed by that food for forty days 
and nights until he arrived at Horeb, 
the mountain of God.”

In these passages of Scripture, we are 

introduced to Elijah. Elijah’s name means 
“Yahweh is my God.” The study materials tells 
us “Elijah’s mission was to call the people of 
Israel back to the Lord and away from the 
worship of foreign, powerless gods” (Teach-
er’s Guide, p. 22).

Again we find the motif of presence and 
provision in the wilderness. Sent on a mis-
sion by Yahweh (17:3-5), obedient Elijah 
receives provision of food from the ravens 
as promised by the Lord. The situation is a 
bit different from19:4ff when Elijah found 
himself spent after his flight to the wilder-
ness. This time, he ran in terror from Jezebel’s 
threats on his life, seemingly abandoning his 
mission and ministry. Again we encounter 
someone who’s had enough (19:4). Yet, the 
Lord was present with Elijah and the Lord 
provided for him. Refreshed in body and 
spirit, Elijah was able to carry on for 40 days 
and 40 nights (signifying a long time) to ar-
rive at the mountain of God. 

What is a lesson for those who would 
lead? For those who accept a ministry and 
mission from God? 

Church leaders and those in ministry 
with God’s people are often the worst at self 
care, “wearing themselves to a frazzle” in (the 
often) misguided notion of what ministry 
and service means. Rather than running until 
they are weary and worn out, those whose 
would lead might learn from Elijah, and trust 
in the Lord’s presence and provision during 
their own wilderness journey. 

Yahweh not only provides nourishment 
for the body, Yahweh also provides nourish-
ment for the spirit in the sabbath rest. How 
do you make space in your life and ministry 
for a time of sabbath rest?

Sept. 17
They Came for More Than Food 
Lesson Scripture: Mark 6:30-44
Background Scripture: Mark 2:1-28; 8:1-10
Key Verse: Mark 6:42, “And all ate and were 

filled.”
The people were hungry in that moment. 

Not for food—they were hungry for the life-
giving word of Jesus. After all, they pursued 
Jesus and the disciples to that quiet place 
just to partake of his teachings, his presence 
(6:33). Even though their hunger for Jesus’ 
teachings was greater even than their hunger 
for food, Jesus recognized their need for a 
meal. 

This passage of Scripture is a miracle 
story. It is also reminiscent of the miraculous 
feeding of the whole congregation of the Is-
raelites in the wilderness (Exodus 16). Again, 
then, there is presence and provision in the 
wilderness. Divine presence in the person of 
Jesus, and provision for food. Both occasions 
are presented as miraculous occurrences—
how can so little feed so many?

I met “Rodney” when I was campus min-
ister at the Wesley Foundation. Rodney was 
a student who came to a “fun and fellowship” 
activity. Fun and fellowship activities appeals 
to students who tire of campus meals and 

junk food snacks. Campus ministries are of-
ten intentional in offering these activities as a 
way of engaging students; some students are 
longing for more than just “pizza and soda.” 

Rodney grew up in an urban area, in less 
than affluent circumstances. Despite this, a 
way was made for him to go to college—be-
ing the first in his family to achieve this mile-
stone. Still, Rodney had difficulty fitting in, 
and he bore the weight of struggling to find 
his way. By God’s grace and provision, Rod-
ney found food and fellowship at the Wesley 
Foundation. I was grateful to meet Rodney 
where he was, being present and engaged in 
ministry with him as he grew into the stu-
dent and the young man God intended. 

Sometimes people may come for physi-
cal food when in fact they are searching for 
spiritual nourishment. How can we respond?

Sept. 24
At the Table Together
Lesson Scripture: Luke 14:7-15
Background Scripture: Luke 14:1-34
Key Verse: Luke 14:13, “Instead, when 

you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
crippled, lame and blind.”

What if you plan a feast for your family, 
friends and people in the community of the 
high status, and no one comes? In this par-
able, Jesus poses an answer: Invite those who 
have nothing and can never repay you!

In truth, we tend to hold “feasts” for those 
in our sphere of influence, rarely inviting 
those of “lesser” status. In the church, we 
come closest to an open invitation at anni-
versaries, family day, homecoming, and other 
such offerings. Mostly often annually. 

When we invite “the least of these” (Mat-
thew 25:40) to the table it puts us face to face 

with those we seek to serve; it allows us each 
to share bread and love and peace. At the 
table together, we share in the holy presence 
and provision and incomprehensible love of 
God.

One of the greatest examples of such a 
ministry was the “Midday Manna” meal once 
offered by St. Paul UMC in Orangeburg. The 
congregation met people in the community 
at the level of their need. Being a downtown 
church, set in the middle of local governmen-
tal offices, and with a growing population of 
persons on the street, the congregation set 
aside the lunch hour to offer a brief service 
and a meal within one hour. The workers 
and those on the street had an unhurried 
and nourishing lunch. It was a moving sight 
to see office workers, poor and unsheltered 
people and church members all sitting down 
at the table together. Genuine authentic shar-
ing happened there. A true glimpse of the 
coming reign of God in our midst!

What if you change the guest list for your 
next feast? What would happen if at more 
feeding programs the hosts sat down with the 
guests to share in the meal?

Sources: Fretheim, Terence E., Exodus 
Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 
Teaching and Preaching- Exodus. Louisville: 
John Knox Press, 1991. 

Nolland, John. Luke 9:21-18:34: Word 
Biblical Commentary. Dallas Texas: word 
Books Publishers, 1993.

McFadden is a retired elder in the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. She celebrates being a part of God’s 
creation, and continues serving God’s people 
wherever they are, striving to be a voice for 
those at the margins; the outcasts; the least of 
these. 

by the Rev. Genova McFadden

Presence and provision in the wilderness

October 22, 2023 1-4 p.m.

www.forestacrespayroll.com

Contact us to obtain a free quote

Rebecca Neal Tompkins
Certified Payroll Professional

803-767-7880
rtompkins@forestacrespayroll.com

We specialize in church and 

clergy payroll, including:

• Direct Deposit

• Electronic Pay Stubs and W-2s

• Proper clergy compensation
 reporting on the W-2

• Electronic payroll tax deposits

• Quarterly and annual report filings

• Annual W-2/W-3 forms

• Assistance with back payroll
 issues

LOSING YOUR RELIGION OVER PAYROLL?
Give us a call!

A good mother
On Mother’s Day at Wesley United Methodist Church, Aiken, lay servant Mamie 
Thomas delivered a powerful message. The title was “The Characteristics of a Good 
Mother.” While Mother’s Day is not a church holiday it is the most celebrated holiday in 
popular culture. The congregation thanks all the mothers who came to worship, noting 
all had a dynamic time in the Lord. All mothers received a special gift. “As we celebrate 
the mothers at Wesley and around the world, we would like to say thank you for your 
love, wisdom and dedication,” church representatives said. “Happy Mother’s Day.”
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There is no such thing 
as too many books.

The Advocate Press can help fill 
your library with topics ranging
 from devotions to social issues.

https://advocatesc.org/store

Fostering a desire to read
Freedom School was held for six weeks 

every weekday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., throughout 
June and July. Most of the day was spent 
reading and discussing books and their 
themes in-depth. The books they read are 
designed to provoke deep thought about 
relevant social issues, such as “Bessie the 
Motorcycle Queen” by Charles R. Smith Jr., 
about trailblazer Bessie Stringfield. In 1929, 
18-year-old Bessie, a Black woman, hopped 
on her motorcycle and headed out on an 
adventure, crisscrossing the country through 
small towns, big cities and open spaces.

In addition, Freedom School brings in 
guest speakers, who read texts aloud during 
the morning Harambee gathering.

Freedom School was started by the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund in 1995. It is based on 
Mississippi Freedom Summer, which itself 
grew out of the 1964 Mississippi Freedom 

Movement, which encouraged Black voter 
registration. The primary goal is to help 
scholars acquire a desire to read, which ulti-

mately reduces the achievement gap during 
the summer. 

Freedom School is conducted by servant 
leader interns, or SLIs, who are students 
aged 19 or older who have completed their 
first year in college and have a 3.0 GPA and 
a voter registration card. Parents are also 
required to participate through volunteering 
and a weekly meeting. The school oper-
ates through grants and contributions from 
church members. 

High-energy celebration
The high-energy 10th anniversary cel-

ebration kicked off with “Ella’s Song,” sung by 
the 2023 scholars, and then an enthusiastic 
welcome from Carmen White, this year’s 
site coordinator. White started at Freedom 
School, then became a junior SLI and an SLI 
before becoming site leader. She is also an 

Ella Baker trainer and serves as an extension 
of the national CDF Freedom Schools staff. 

Next came inspirational quotes and a 
prayer from Laresha McDaniel, project 
director, followed by presentations from each 
of the classes. Mr. Khalil’s class did a rap in-
spired by “Bessie the Motorcycle Queen,” Ms. 
Isis’s class did a skit about the book “Stacey’s 
Extraordinary Words” and Mr. Myles’ class 
produced a video about “The Anxiety Toolkit 
for Teens.” 

McDaniel recognized those students aging 
out of the program by entering the ninth 
grade. White shared about the National Day 
of Social Action, which had a gun violence 
focus. Next, Michael Cantey led Level 2 
scholars in an African drumming demon-
stration. Then Singletary recognized three 
people who helped the school tremendously: 
Dr. Ernest Etheredge, Rebecca Eleazar and 
Dr. John Dixon. 

“If we ever needed a God, we need him 
now. If we ever needed Freedom School, we 
need it now,” Dixon said, underscoring the 
importance of Freedom School in the world 
today.

Freedom School’s advisory board pre-
sented Singletary with a surprise gift as a way 
to thank her for her excellent leadership over 
the past decade. 

“We thank you, we love you and we appre-
ciate you,” said Rachel Bourke as they made 
the presentation.

To learn more about Freedom School 
and the Children’s Defense Fund, visit www.
childrensdefense.org/programs-campaigns/
freedom-schools/. 

For more on Freedom School at Francis 
Burns, email info@francisburns.org.

FREEDOM SCHOOL: 10 year party draws packed church
From Page 1

Level 2 scholars perform an African drumming presentation led by Michael Cantey (not pic-
tured). For more photos from the celebration, visit https://tinyurl.com/mry8cz92

Freedom School scholars perform a high-energy chant-song during the celebration.
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